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Unit 1 THE STROKES AND THE ORDERS OF STROKE

5
Proper Name

(1) L F hanzi Chinese character
(2) £8 bihua stroke
(3) #% héng horizontal
(4) & shu vertical
(5) 4K pié down stroke to the left
(6) & na down stroke to the

right
(7) & didn dot
@) & ti rising
(9) 47 zhé turning
(10 % gou hook
1) m A shtinxu order
12 £h bishun order of stroke

NFHREEEE

The Basic Strokes of Chinese Characters

1.#(héng) . MA@ E B EHEE
from left to right




2. R (shd): A LETFTHE WL &

from top to bottom

s

3. W (pié): A L& A TFTHEGET
down stroke to the left

ot

4.%(na) ALy ETFTHEWGES
down stroke to the right

5. 8.(dién) : TR XM B L&A L& 6 R E
a small stroke inadequate to form any of the above-mentioned stroke
(A) £ 5 (zuddian) : m 2 F$ 5
down dot to the left

(B)#& &.(youdidn) . & &ZTFH 5
down dot to the right




6. R(t): ATk LHEHLS
up horizontal to the right

XFHIREEE

Derivative Strokes of Chinese Characters

LY. 7oA TR E L
zhé: consecutive strokes with changes in directions
(A)BHF(B ) H+ BT HHE

clockwise turning

(B)RH(L): ¥+ B EHHFTMEE

counter-clockwise turning

2.4 R TRRELES KRG I RE
gou:a tiny stroke attached to other strokes
(ABH . #H+4
hénggou: down hook to the left




(BYR#(Oh): B +4
shugou: up hook to the left

(C)#H 4 () AR M T 2 0 4 o £ K a5 4944

Xiégou:a hook attached to a counter-clockwise turning

(D) T 4 () ARM T 41 ) £ K35 65 44

wangou: a hook attached to a clockwise turning

3.8 (w) B+ 4

a clockwise turning ending with all up-to-the-left hook

SEBH(E) B BH,

a counter-clockwise turning ending with an up-to-the-right hook




SHATBHOL) B+ A+ B,
a horizontal stroke combined with a counter-clockwise turning ending with an up-to-

the-right hook
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14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(29)

(&)
(%)
(%)
(&)
(&)
()
(&)
(&)
()
(. %)

&

New Characters and Words

yl a, one

er two

san three

si four

wil five

lit six

qi seven

ba eight

jia nine

shi ten

gidn thousand

gan to do

le auxtliary word indicating
mood

rén person, human-being

ge a measure word

shang upward direction

Xid downward direction

er child

jii how many

Xin heart

bu no, not

xido small, little

shdo few, little; to lack



24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

1. % # 5 % (“Heng” precedes “shu”):

B o 3~ E

T A
I
T

(%)

(&%)

(%)
(#)
(&)
(%)
(%)
(%)
(&)

shan

mu

yue

lidng

ri

tian
gongrén
shangwt
xiawti

mountain
mother, female
moon, month
two, couple
sun, day

field

worker
morning

afternoon

MFHIEAZENR

The Basic Order of Strokes

2. % £ 5 T (From top to bottom) :

3. % % J& % (From left to right) :

JL

v
s

4. % 3 J5 #5 (“Pie” precedes “na”):

6




AT T

6. % 91 /&6 2 (From the outside to the inside) :

j?%i Liginla|s ﬁﬂf )yl alA

7. %3 F 54 2 (The inside precedes the sealing strokes) :

IIJH(H 3 ;ﬁi: Vvl m | m

NFHHE

Writing Characters

G EE KT, A —RERLT, ARXFHHE, 2L ERZHRH
A 38 AT VA AL R & 8235 R o fR AR il
Except for a few numerals such as “—”.“ =" and “Z”, the writing of a char-

acter normally requires the combination of two or more orders to complete. For in-

stance:

L ABEE + £ LET, 2l -]7]# ﬁJ

“heng” proceeds “shu” + up first, then down

2. R EBHE T EAREE: = o R IR el B




left first, then right + “heng” proceeds “shu”

3 LETH+RERRE: ~ | 7| 7| T A
S

up first, then down + left first, then right

Y
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EHE%0IR  Basic Knowledge

(—)E 8
Strokes

ZEAZHBAFH ez, Flhe, A, R B " NTEAALEH R
g+, Ra—"4 | "R, BRRXFHERKLESFH 6, R R &
SR, ER20 SMARAELEARBIX6MNARLETRM KR,

The stroke is the basic unit to construct characters. For example, the charac-
ter “A” is made up of “ 2” and “ \";“+" of “—" and “ | ”. There are six basic

strokes, and more than 20 others are derived from these six.

(=) £ @A
Order of Strokes

BERAFHLE LAY LB WA, | EB8RA, AHRLR, BREZGHE
WHE, TRERSDEGRA, HERESEREEORAFERL . XF

The order that rules the writing of a character is called “the order of strokes”,
sometimes abbreviated into “ £ MW" . It not only facilitates the writing if you use the

reasonable orders, but adds to the elegance of the character.

FiE xR

Comparison of Classical Characters and Simplified Characters

JL——52, L—% H—



