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PREFACE

Zoucheng city., the hometown of Mencius., was called a
scared place of “Zou Lu”in ancient times. It is both a famous
city all over the world with the second saint, and a cultural
and historical city at national level with a long history and
splendied culture.

According to archaeological survey and ancient books:
there lived Shaohao Jintian’s tribe that belonged to the Dong
Yi clan of great antiquity. It belonged to Xuzhou during Xia
Dynasty. It became part of the State of Yan during Shang
Dynasty. At the beginning of Western Zhou Dynasty, Zhuan
Xu's great —great —grandson Lu Zhong's fifth son Yan An's
collateral relative Cao Xia founded the State of Zhu. During
the middle of Spring and Avtumn Period, in the 13th year of
Duke Wen of Lu (614B. C), the capital was moved to the
south of Yishan Mountain. In the early years of the Warring
States period. Duke Mu of Zhu changed its state name Zhu
into Zou. Zou County that belonged to Xue Prefecture was
placed during Qin Dynasty. During Western Han it was part
of Lu State. In Eastern Han its name changed into the state
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of Duke Gao Ping and the state of Duke Nan Ping Yang. It
was part of Lu state during Wei.Jin.Northern and Southern
Dynasties. In the reign of Northern Qi, the County seat
shifted from the south of Yishan Mountain to the south of
Tieshan Mountain. So Zou cheng has a history of 1400
years.

The history of Zoucheng stretched so far into past as to
that the city is endowed with 300 sites of historical interest
and 10000 cultural relics. We choose 60 excellent cuiltural
relics of diffirent kinds and ages. They are the gems of
Zoucheng. They are the historical witness that ancestors of
Zou Lu had multiplied in this place, proving that man al-
ready lived and laboured here.

Cultural relics, as the rare store of mankind’s culture’,
has its historical, artistic and scientific values. It's inex--
haustible spirit treasures of mankinds. With the development
of people’s cultural life and spirit needs , more and more peo-
ple will keep, appreciate cultural relics and do further re-
search. In order to help readers learn more about Zoucheng’
s cultural relics . we edit this becok —The Gems of Zoucheng.

I hope you won't spare your valuable criticism.

I'm very grateful to Wang Jun, Wang Yan and other
comrades for their support and help.

Writer
April, 1996
(Translated by Zhang Hong)
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