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90 THE YOUNG GIANT

ONCE upon a time a countryman had a son who was as big as a thumb, and did not become
any bigger, and during several years did not grow one hair’s breadth. Once when the father was
going out to plough, the little one said: “Father, I will go out with you.”“You would go out with
me? "said the father. “Stay here, you will be of no use out there, besides you might get lost! "Then
thumbling began to cry, and for the sake of peace his father put him in his pocket, and took him
with him. When he was outside in the field, he took him out again, and set him in a freshly cut
furrow. Whilst he sat there,a great giant came over the hill. “Do you see that great bogie? "said the
father, for he wanted to frighten the little fellow to make him behave well; “he is coming to fetch
you.”The giant, however, had taken two steps with his long legs before he was in the furrow. He
took up little thumbling carefully with two fingers, cxamined him, and without saying one word
went away with him. His father stood by, but could not utter a sound for terror, and he thought
nothing else but that his child was lost, and that as long as he lived he should never set eyes on

" But the giant carried him home, let him suckle at his breast, and thumbling grew and became
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