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Lesson Sixteen

Henry Ford and the American Automobile

Detroit has some of the. most beautiful residential
neighborhoods in the USA and at the same time some of the
most shocking slums. In downtown Detroit there are some
fine skyscrapers and expensive restaurants and stores, and
right on the edge of the downtown area, facing Canada
across the busy Detroit River, is the waterfront, and its civic
center, with parks and a concert hall, home of the renowned
Detroit Symphony Orchestra. This concert hall, called the
Ford Auditorium, is a reminder that Detroit owes its rapid
growth and one-time prosperity to the automobile, and
above all to Henry Ford.

Henry Ford did not invent the automobile, but he was
the first man to mass-produce it, and thus make it available
to the ordinary man. Many automobiles were being built by
hand at the turn of the century and were much too expensive
for all but the wealthy. In 1903 Henry Ford’s first mass-pro-
duced Model T cars cost &50 By the early 1920s he was
able to reduce the price to 8350. Between 1903 and 1927 Ford
manufactured 15 million Model T Fords and earned a profit
of 700 million. In 1927 he produced his sedan Moded A,
which was much more comfortable than the open, wind-
swept Model T.



Henry Ford was himself a born mechanic and could
build a car with his own hands. So he respected his workers
and treated them well. In 1914, when the basic wage for an
industrial worker in Detroit was 811 a week, Ford announced
that he would pay his workers £ a day. Ford believed in the
dignity of work. and did not wish his men to become under-
paid robots. He also built them a special town on the out-
skirts of the city.

Ford’s basic wage of & a day caused not only a wages
explosion in the city, it also caused a population explosion.
Blacks from the south poured into the city, until there were
almost as many blacks in Detroit as whites. Other industries
connected with the automobile were attracted to Detroit,and
more and more factories sprang up in and around the city.
Other automobile corporations also made Detroit their head-
quarters. General Motors, an amalgamation of Chevrolet,
Cadillac, Oldsmobile and Buick, built factories in Detroit as
did Chrysler. In the 1960s, one in three people who lived in
Detroit worked in the automobile industry. Now many plants
have been dispersed to other parts of the States, and unem-
ployment, particularly among blacks, has become a serious
problem.

But the fortune of the Ford family was already made.
True to the tradition of the American millionaires, Edsel and
Henry Ford I gave away half their fortune. They gave 5300
million to public education, to public television and to social
research.
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A revolution is going on in the American automobile
world. In'the 1960s there was a change in fashion in favor of-
small cars. Many small and medium-sized cars are still being
imported, especially from Germany and Japan. Now Ameri-
can manufacturers have followed the trend. They also have
instructions from the Federal Government to produce cars
which burn less gas. The American motoring public are be-
ginning to realize that in an oil crisis an outsized car is a lia-
bility. In fa¢t, the nightmare of the American motorist is a
gasoline shortage. They remember the energy crisis of the
1970s. As long as trouble hangs over the Middle East, this
nightmare could once again become reality. The USA is de-
pendent upon oil for the vast majority of her industries and
most of her transportation and heating. She gets her own oil
from the Gulf of Mexico and from Alaska,and from other oil
fields still in production in various parts of the USA, but she
cannot produce nearly enough to suit her multifarious
needs.

Americans depend on the automobile like no other peo-
ple. The total mileage traveled by American motorists in one
year is about one million million miles.

Even before the oil crisis, American automobile manu-
facturers were committed to building smaller new cars, as
part of a program of energy conservation. All new cars, too,
are built so that they can only take unleaded gas. Some of
the most dangerous pollutants are being removed from the

_air in American cities. It remains to be seen, however, if the
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American automobile industry will ever again regain its for-

mer glory.
(From Background to the USA)
New Words
1. residential /rezi'denfal/a. BEH; EEN
2. neighborhood/'neibshud/n. WX, MY
3. downtown/'daun'taun/n. a. iRk ()
4. water front/woitafrant/n. Kl GRATHR) B
KK
5. civic/'sivik/a. B ; TR
6. renowned/ri'naund/a &K, EEAW
7. symphony/'simfani/n. Rl Il
8. orchestra/'akistra/n. BIL R
9. auditorium/o:di'to:riam/n. Prae, FLa
10. reminder /ri'mainda/ BEE BEY; A
EErA: o FNi]
11. owe/au/vt. FBoeeer HIF s K (R
« )
12. prosperity /pros'periti/n. ®R; B
13. mass-produce/maes pra'dju:s/vt. KBAE™
14. sedan/si'deen/n. BE; BF
15. windswept/‘windswept/a. PR
16. mechanic/mi'kaenik/n. PIIA, L
17. dignity/'digniti/n. HIEME:; 8™
18. underpay/ 'andapei/ s eeeees TI¥%, s
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19.
20.
21.
22.

23.
24.
25.
26.
217.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.
41.

robot/'raubot, 'robot/
outskirt/'autska:t/n.
spring/sprin/vi
headquarters/'hed'kwo:taz/n.

amalgamation/omalge'meifon/n.

disperse/dis'pais/vt.

unemployment/'anim'ploimant/n.

fortune/'fo:tfon/n.
millionaire/, “milja'nea/n.
fashion/'feefon/n.
medium-sized/'mi:djom saizd/
trend/trend/n.

federal /'fedaral/a.
crisis/'kraisis/n.
outsized/'autsaizd/a. 7
liability/'laia'biliti/n; o

nightmare/'naitmea/n.
gasoline/'geesali:n/n.
gulf/galf/n.

multifarious /'malti'feorios/a.

motorist/'mautarist/n.
mileage/'mailid3/n.

commit/ka'mit/vt.

[(HAE]RK; stk
B, BR, WM, B
WH. lFH) &
#

BKe,
EHFF; 50
gk

W= B5

BAESH

BT TR
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B%, hE; B
BREH; BRIRRY
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42. conservation/ konsa'veifan/n. "y

43. unleaded/an'ledid/a. A EEH

44. pollutant/pa'lju:tent /n. 5 Y iR

45. regain/ri'gein/vt. "B KA

46. glory/'glo:ri/n. R BR: 28
Proper Names

1. Detroit/da'troit/ River JE e

2. Detroit Symphony Orchestra ez m A

3. the Ford Auditorium BEETRT

4. Henry/'henri/ Ford HH - B

5. Edsel/'edsal/ - BREER

6. the Gulf of Mexico BEEE

7. Alaska/a'zlska/ - BA] iz 357
EXERCISES

Reading Comprehension

1. Write “T” or “F” in front of the statements according to

the text.

1. () The most beautiful residential neighbourhoods

in the USA are in Detroit.

2. () The autombile industry makes Detroit grow

rapidly.

3. ( ) Mass-production enabled Henry Ford to lower
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6.

the cost of building cars.

. () Many people poured into Detroit because they
thought they could earn more here than else-
where.

. () American manufacturers produce small cars in-
stead of outsized cars because small cars are in
fashion.

( ) Americans depend on cars so much that no other

people can be compared with them.

I . Answer the following questions.

1
2

3.

. Why was the Model T Ford so cheap?

. How did Ford's success affect the city of Detroit?
Why was Ford able to reduce the price of the Model
T by more than half in the 1920s?

.. By how much was Ford more generous to his work-

ers than other employers?

. Name one difference between the Model T and the

Model A Ford.

. In what way have the automobile manufacturers
helped the anti-pollution campaign?

. What is the main reason why Americans are now
buying smaller cars?

. Why does the USA so desperately need oil?

Vocabulary and Structure

X . Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given
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below. Change the form where necessary.

announce  suit believe in true to

regain above all on the edge of trend

1.They _ the date of their wedding in the newspa-
per.

2. That colour doesn't _____ you.

3. Reformation is the main ______ in the world today.

4.He has _ consciousness after falling in a dead

faint for 2 days.

5. The cottage lies -~ a forest.

6. His newly-published novel is very life.
7. ., we should keep ourselves healthy.
8.Doyou  fortune telling?

. Fill in the blanks with the suitable words or expressions
from the text.

1. The United States a great deal to the millions
of immigrants.

2.1f I am ndt-____ when you phone, ask for my sis-
ter. s

3. Beethoven was a musician. o

4. A great number of buildings have . ______in this area.

5. Most people are . the propesition.

6. You can goout ______you promise to be back before
11 o'clock. ) v -

7. As an economic crisis is ____ the country, a lot of



. people have lost their jobs.
8. My son ____ to the care of his aunt.
9.1 myself to helping him and must keep my
promise. v :
10. When you _ a poem to memory, you learnt by
heart. Whenyou  a thought to paper or writ-

ing, you write it down.

V . Choose the right word to complete the following sen-
tences. '
A. make/manufacture/produce *
1. Industrialized nations can ___ their own ma-
chines and equipment.
2. These toys are _____ of plastices.
3.We ___a small quanity of this product and of-
fer it to our customers to find out their reactions.
4.Can you __this piece of cloth into a skirt?
5. This power station now ______electricity for the
whole area.
6. The film was by the Beijing Film Studio.
B. rapid/fast/quick
1.Thereisa ____ economic growth in that area.
2.He atea ____ breakfast and rushed off to work.
3. You are reading too __ for me to follow.
4.He aways hasa ____ response to my questions.
5.He is known as a ______ thinker.

6. food is very popular nowadays.



VI. Translate the following into English.

1. BB RN TEE T/E, (owe - to)

2. BT3B FHAMT, KBTS EYE IURMF
% . (be committed to)

3HMTREBEMAFART , RNADETRE. (pour
into)

4. ERXPMEBREK, 10N AFHINARKIT.

5. IENBRWEFEFRILHI. (spring up)

6. —FHBF AN ELERMEIRANER. (hang over)

Word Formation

VI. Prefix: SYM-/SYN-
The prefix “sym-/syn-” means “together, with”.
1. Guess the meanings of the following words prefixed
by “syn-/sym-”.

sym- +1$ath €% I — sympathy
( )
sym--+phon (FF &)y —_— symphony
- ( )
syn-+thesis (JBH “B, ") — synthesis
: ( )
syn--+thetic — synthetic
( )

2. Use the above words in the sentences.
1) I am crazy about Beethoven's . I never miss
a chance to enjoy it.
10



