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. UMT ONE

Sun Chao has been newly admitted to the university. This
is his first day on campus. The first thing he wants to do is to
register for school, as will be discussed in section one. Then he
wants to contact his friend Lin Shan, who is a sophomore, as
will be discussed in section two. Finally he talks with his room-

mates about using computers.

_:How Can | Get to the Registrar’s?

S

> > wn

> »

Excuse me! Could you please tell me how to get to the
Registra’s Office?

Sure, it’s actually in the open air, not really in an office. Go
straight ahead until the first crossroad. There’s a guard station
there. Once you. ..

Whoa, slow down please, I'm only a freshman!

Sure.

What did you just say? Right, the guard station. Then what?
Then, you turn right and keep going until you see the Main
Building.

The Main Building?

Yes, it’s in the eastern part of campus, right, by the east gate.
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There are four gates on campus, you just came through the
south gate. The Main Building’s the symbol of the school, you
should recognize it from the pictures.

Oh, the south gate. So the registration area is near the Main
Building ?

Yep! It’s just in front of the Main Building. When you get
there, you’ll see lots of students helping new students. What
department are you from?

Computer Science.

OK. Every department has its sign at the front of its desk, so
you’ll have no problem finding Computer Science.

How long will it take me to get there?

Umm. .. it’s about a 20-minute walk.

Wow! Such a huge campus!

Yeah, you should probably get a bike as soon as the semester
starts—it’ll be really useful. .

Great idea. Thanks for the help! See you later.

Not a problem. Good luck with registration!

Words You Need o Know

2 registration fee
i tuition fees
SFA4E student identity card

Student ID Card
FEBAB admission notice

R be admitted to

HE4 Registrar’s

P44 Student Affairs Office

AE the Communist League Committee
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¥4ge Student Union
FHHE Student Associations
e Office of Teaching Materials
MK g the Diving Hall
#35% Gymnasium

BB basketball court
R soccer field

Rk 15 tennis court

[ip: 371 the west sports field
P 3] the east sports field
ZARHu the Arts Center
RiLE the Stadium

EH1E library

it/ fE  the lows pond
FERE ‘Student Dining Hall
BIRE Teachers’ Dining Hall
HRE shower house
FENE apartments

B -teaching buildings

Ahy People Say “Faint” All the Time

S Moming! May I speak to Lin Shan, please?

L Speaking!

S Hi, Lin Shan, it’s Sun Chao, I'm also from Yantai. Do you
remember me?

™

Sure! When did you get here?

<]

This moming. In fact, I just got my room key. How are you?
L Faint! I'm a sophomore now. I'm always studying, studying,



studying. I haven’t even had time to visit the Summer Palace,
the Palace Museum, or other interesting places in Beijing.

S Jeez, that’s terrible! You’ve been here for more than a year.
Why haven’t you gone and visited them?

L Faint! I never have the time. Every week I spend most of my
time doing math problems and the rest on the piles of homework
assigned by other professors. I'm up to my neck in homework.

S Well, campus life must be fun sometimes. Do you do any activi-
ties at all?

L Faint! I'm not very good at anything, you know. I admire peo-
ple with self-confidence who make public speeches and those
who always come in first place in soccer matches. It was really
depressing when I found out that I’'m not as good as them!

S Yeah, I know what you mean. But don’t let it get you down.
Maybe try to stretch yourself a bit and find someone who you
can talk to. How about a pretty girl, if you know what I mean.

L Faint! You know I'm not good looking and I'm really tongue-
tied when I try to talk to girls. There’s a guy in my dorm room
who is so good with girls that he could change girlfriends”
every other week!

S How come? Don’t the other girls feel cheated or something ?

L Not really. This guy is really smooth and has lots of money. He
makes people believe he’s not a bad guy.

S Huh. Oh, another thing. Up till now, I noticed you kept on
saying the word “faint” all the time. What's that all about?
What does it mean?

L You still don’t get it? Think of the things we’ve been talking
about. They’re not pleasant, are they? Whenever anyone is
feeling down, annoyed, or astonished, they say “faint”. It’s a
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Unit One My First Day at Tsinghua

popular word here at Tsinghua. People used to say “yumen (%

}&])” which means “feeling blue”.

one of these Tsinghua “traditions”.:
S Wow, I have so much to learn. I'd better stop here. I’ll call you

later.

L. Maybe we can meet for lunch sometime. See ya!

S See you later!

Words You Need 6o Know

e
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introvert

extrovert

to be a good talker
outgoing

to get along with people
ready to help

sociable

person of few words/quiet
active and lively
energetic

arrogant

in high spirits

to keep idle

fellow townsman

low/in low spirits

high sense of self-esteem
to keep a low profile

to keep a high profile

to be concentrated on
shy/timid

But now it’s “faint”.

It’s
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tE#HB melancholy

=5 sad

i} 3 impatient

y 3 anxious

T to feel bored
R homesick
W lethargic

~:o Access to Computer?

Before I came here I heard that everyone has access to a comput-
er at Tsinghua. I also heard that the campus network is excellent
and you can use it all the time.

Hmmm. .. one of my friends told me starting this year,
Tsinghua’s freshmen aren’t allowed to have computers in their
dorm rooms.

Oh no! That’s a problem! Why’d they make that rule?

They said that for the past few years students were getting so
addicted to computer games that their grades were falling way
down. Some students couldn’t even graduate because they failed
at least five courses.

Wow! Failing five courses. I can’t even imagine that!

It’s really true. So the school decided to make rules to stop
students from playing computer games all the time. That’s why
this year the president decided that no 1* year students can have
computers in their dorm rooms.

Well, in that case, how’re we supposed to choose courses or
even complete assignments when they can’t be done without a
computer !
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B Well, you can go to the Computer Lab in East Campus.

C Do I have to do that? I heard that there’s a long line and you
have to wait at least an hour to get in.

B What a waste of time! I'd rather do it in my dorm room.

A Come on! You’ve got plenty of time. Anyway, while you’'re
waiting in line, you might get lucky and meet a good-looking
girl!

B Oh, nonsense] Why don’t you go and find a new girlfriend,
while I do my things in my dorm room.

A You’re really stubborn, aren’t you?

S The school’s policy only stops freshmen from getting bad study
habits. What about the rest of the students? Aren’t they still
using computers?

A Now you see the problem. But the good thing is we can’t be
stopped after a year. So what’s the real point of this tough rule?

C Who knows? Well, we’ll have to put up with it until we become
sophomores! Then the new freshmen will have to live with it!

Words You Need to Know

EAREL/N loose discipline

BiFR to impose self-discipline

BEEE self-control

iR to skip classes

i sloppy/lazy

LDAER absent-minded

Sl careless

BEER to follow some bad trend

N A=t unable to pull oneself out of something

JUEE S to be immersed in/be infatuated with



NP S EE
(fligty

(W)

(EFR)

(mxI)
(HEWE)
(RBRFER)

{ My
(ZEBHEWE)
(RBEE-=

(/,w"' i ey,
Exercises §

© Match the words in column A with the explanations in column B.

1

= R A ]

Column A
letter of admission

code of conduct
introvert
immerse

gentle
Registrar’s

gymnasium

access

self-esteem

types of PC games

Chinese Love Story
Street Fighter

Star Craft

Might & Magic
Tomb Raider

FIFA

Blood
American McGee’s Alice
War Craft 3

- 0O QL O

Column B
a person who is unlikely to socialize with
people
a place for exercises where indoor team
sports are played
bury oneself in something
soft
feeling self-confident
letter informing one of being admitted to
college
place where students go through registra-
tion procedures
regulations controlling behavior
the method or possibility of approaching
a place or person
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10 outgoing j easy to get along with

k person who likes talking
I extremely calm

@ Please use your imagination to complete the following dialogue.

A It’s not so bad for the four of us to share a dorm room.

B That’s right. But I'm used to having a room of my own. You see,
we’ve got a three-bedroom apartment at home and 1 have my own room.

A I'know. But you have to get used to the lifestyle here because you need
to spend at least four years here.

B 1 don’t like it, but I have to live with it and accept it.

A Don’t try to compare your life here with your life at home. If you keep
on doing that you'll never be satisfied.

B

A

B

A

Key to item 1

1-f 6-g

2-h 7-b

3-a 8-i

4-c 9-e

5-d 10 -j

Key to item 2
B [ perfectly understand what you mean. But I simply can’t help. Some-

times, I think I shouldn’t have come to the university, but should have
found a job instead. In that case, I could have stayed with my parents.
Don’t be silly! Your mom and dad would never have allowed you to get
a job before you got your bachelor’s degree. I'm sure about that ’cause
my mom and dad won’t allow me to drop out of school for any reason.



B Whenever I start thinking about the time that I’ll spend at college, I get
really depressed. Oh, dear! How will I ever be able to live this way for
four years?

A Come on! Don’t be so pessimistic. Think of a way out! What about
getting a part-time job?

B What for?

A Don’t be silly. Use your brain! If you do odd jobs during the semester,
you’ll certainly earn money of your own. And when you have money
you’ll feel free to do whatever you like. I mean you could even use the
money to rent a room somewhere near the school. What do you think?

B Good idea! I'll try that. Thanks very much for your help!
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