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Chapter 51

In Vain Does the Mind-Ape Use
a Thousand Tricks
Fire and Water Fail to Harm the Demon

The story tells how the Great Sage Equalling Heaven went empty-
handed and beaten to sit down behind Mount Jindou, tears streaming
from both eyes. “Master,” he called out, “I had hoped

As Lord Buddha graciously brought us together

To go on to live with you, Master, for ever,

With you to train and to learn to be free.

Of the favours received ever mindful I'd be.

Our hearts were both joined and our fates were entwined;
As we studied the Way we shared the same mind.

I never expected to be at my wits’ end

Unable to win with no stick in my hand.”

. Just when he was in the depths of misery Monkey thought, “That fiend

know who I was. I remember him saying something about the sort of skill »

that made havoc in Heaven when he was praising me during the fight.
That means he can’t be a common mortal monster: he must be an evil
star from Heaven come down to earth for love of worldly things. I don’t
know where he come down from, so I'd better go up to Heaven to make
some inquiries.”

Only then did Monkey start using his mind and taking the initiative
again. At once he somersaulted up on an auspicious cloud, going straight
to the Southern Gate of Heaven, where he looked up to see the Broad-
visioned Heavenly King Virupaksa bowing to him in greeting and saying,
“Where are you going, Great Sage?” “There’s something I must see the
Jade Emperor about,” said Monkey. “What are you doing here?” “It is
my turn today to supervise the Southern Gate of Heaven,” Virupaksa
replied, and before he could finish the four marshals Ma, Zhao, Wen and
Guan bowed and said, “Great Sage, we failed to greet you. Will you have
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some tea?” “I'm busy,” Monkey replied, and taking his leave of Virupaksa
and the four marshals he went in through the gate and headed straight for
the Hall of Miraculous Mist, where the four Heavenly Teachers Zhang
Daoling, Ge Xianweng, Xu Jingyang and Qiu Hongji, the Six Officers of
the Southern Dipper and the Seven Originals of the Northern Dipper all
raised their hands in greeting to him in front of the palace hall. “For what
purpose are you here, Great Sage?” they asked, adding. “Have you yet
finished escorting the Tang Priest?” “It’s too early to be talking like that
yet,” Monkey replied. “It is a very long journey with many a demon along
the way and we’ve only completed half of it. At present we are in trouble
at the Jindou Gave in Mount Jindou, where a thinoceros spirit has grabbed
my master and taken him into the cave. When I went there and fought
him he had such tremendous magic powers that he seized my gold-banded
cudgel. It’s impossible for me to capture him. That’s why I've come to
accuse the Jade Emperor of lax supervision.” “You’re as wild and wicked
as ever, you ape,” said Xu Jingyang with a smile. “No I'm not,” Monkey
replied. “I've spoken bluntly all my life as it’s the only way to get any-
where.” “That’s enough of this talking.” said Heavenly Teacher Zhang
Daoling. “We will report your arrival.” “Thank you very much,” Mon-
key replied.

The four Heavenly Teachers reported all this to the Hall of Miracu-
lous Mist and then took Monkey to the jade steps to the throne. Monkey
make a loud “re-e-er” of respect then said, “Well, old man, I’m here to
bother you. I won’t bore you with all the dangers of escorting the Tang
Priest to fetch the scriptures from the Western Heaven, but we've now
reached the Jindou Cave on Mount Jindou where a rhinoceros demon
has captured the Tang Priest and taken him to his cave. I don’t know
whether the demon’s planning to steam, boil or dry him. When I went to
the cave and fought him he knew who I was, and he really does have
miraculous powers. He's taken my gold-banded cudgel, so I can’t cap-
ture him. I think he must be an evil star from Heaven gone down to earth
for the love of worldly things, which is why I’ve come here to submit a
request. I beg Your Celestial Majesty in your mercy and perception to
order an inspection of the evil stars and to send troops to capture the
demon. I'm shaking with fear of Your Majesty.” He then made a deep
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bow and added, “I beg to submit this report.” Ge Xianweng, who was
standing at the side of the hall, smiled as he said, “Why is it that you were
recalcitrant before but are respectful now?” “It’s not that,” said Mon-
key, “not that at all. I haven’t become respectful. It’s just that I don’t
have my cudgel today.”

Having heard Monkey’s memorial the Jade Emperor sent an order
straight to the star officer Kehan: “Please inspect all the stars in all the
heavens and find out if any of the divine kings of any of the constellations
have gone down to earth out of love for worldly things. Report back
afterwards.” Having been given this command the True Lord Kehan
went off with the Great Sage to make his inspection. First they went to
see the divine kings and the officials at the four gates of Heaven. Then
they inspected all the True Ones within the Three Little Enclosures; the
Thunder Officers Tao, Zhang, Xin, Deng, Gou, Bi, Pang and Liu; and the
Thirty-three Heavens, every one of which was in place. Next they
checked the twenty-eight zodiacal constellations: Horn, Guliet, Base,
Chamber, Orion, Tail, and Winnower in the east; Dipper, Ox, Woman,
Barrens, Roof, House and Wall to the west; and the constellations of the
north and south as well; but every constellation was peacefully in its place.
They inspected the Seven Powers of Sun, Moon, Water, Fire, Wood, Metal,
and Earth; and the Four Others—Rahu, Ketu, the Gases and the Comets.

None of the stars in the sky had gone down to earth for love of worldly

things. “In that case,” said Monkey, “my journey to the Hall of Miracu-
lous Mist was for nothing. I've disturbed His Jade Majesty—it was most
inconvenient of me. You had better go and report back. I'll be waiting
here for your reply.” The True Lord Kehan did as he had been told, and
Monkey began a long wait. He made up a poem to record his feelings
that went,

Pure winds, a cloudless sky, and blissful peace;
Calm gods, bright shining stars, and blessings clear.
Still is the Milky Way; Heaven’s troubles cease;
Throughout the world no sounds of war we hear.

The True Lord Kehan reported back to the Jade Emperor on his thor-
ough inspection: “No star or constellation in the sky is missing. All the
regional gods ad officers are present, and nobody has gone down to earth

.
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for love of worldly things.” Having heard this report the Jade Emperor
ordered that Sun Wukong was to select some heavenly generals to take
down to earth to catch the demon.

‘When the four Heavenly Teachers had been given this order they left
the Hall of Miraculous Mist and said to Monkey, “Great Sage, the Jade
Emperor in his generosity orders you to select some heavenly generals to
take down to earth to catch the demon as none of the stars has gone
down there for love of worldly things.” Monkey bowed down and thought,
“Most of the heavenly generals are not as good as I am: few are any
better. When I made havoc in Heaven the Jade Emperor sent a hundred
thousand of his heavenly soldiers who spread out heaven-and-earth nets,
but not one of those commanders dared to fight it out with me. The only
one who was a match for me was the Little Sage Erlang he sent later.
That demon’s powers are as good as mine, so how will I ever be able to
beat him?” “Times have changed,” said the Heavenly Teacher Xu
Jingyang. “As the saying goes, everything can always be beaten by some-
thing. Would you dare to disobey an imperial edict? Choose some heav-
enly generals according to your illustrious judgement and don’t waste
time: it could be disastrous. “In that case,” said Monkey, “I am very
grateful to His Majesty for his kindness, and I would not dare disobey his
commands. Besides, I don’t want to have made this journey for nothing.
So please ask the Jade Emperor to send Heavenly King Li the Pagoda-
carrier and Prince Nezha. They have demon-subduing weapons, so let’s
see what happens if they go down to earth and fight that fiend. If they
can catch him I’ll be in luck, and if they can’t we’ll have to think again.”

The Heavenly Teacher reported this to the Jade Emperor, who or-
dered Heavenly King Li and his son Prince Nezha to take their heavenly
troops to Help Monkey. The Heavenly King obediently went to see Mon-
key, who said to the Heavenly Teacher, “I am extremely grateful to the
Jade Emperor for sending the Heavenly King. There is another request I
would like you to pass on. I would like two thunder gods to stand in the
clouds while the Heavenly King is fighting the demon and kill him by
throwing thunder splinters at his head. This would be a very good method.”
“Splendid, splendid,” said the Heavenly Teacher, and he reported this
request to the Jade Emperor, who then ordered the Office of the Nine
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