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(A kind of porcelain with underglaze painting)
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(Origin of blue-white porcelain)
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(Blue-white porcelain and underglaze red
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porcelain,two marvels of porcelain of the Yuan Dynasty)
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(Blue-white porcelain wares of the Yuan Dynasty.)
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(Beautiful blue-white designs of the Yuan Dynasty.)
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(Blue-white porcelain of the Yuan Dynasty and blue dyes known as “Sonib”)
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(The Yuan styled blue-white porcelain
under the Hongwu reign of the Ming Dynasty.) |
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(Gorgeous and unusual blue-white porcelain
under the Yongle and Xuande reigns.)
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(Clear and quietly elegant blue-white porcelain
wares under the Chenhua reign.)
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(Stocky and charming blue-white porcelain
wares under the Zhengde reign.)
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(Various and gorgeous blue-white porcelain wares under the Jiajing
and Wanli reigns.)
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(Blue-white porcelain wares in the
late Ming Dynasty.)
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(The Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qianlong reigns ,the most
prosperous period of porcelain production.)
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(Blue and white porcelain designs d
under the Qing Dynasty.)
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(Official and folk kilns for blue-white porcelain production in the Qing Dynasty.)
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CHINESE

In addition to blue porcelain, white porcelain,
light blue porcelain and painted porcelain, blue
and white porcelain, another marvel in its full
glory, represents the most brilliant page in the
development of Chinese ceramics. At the time of
its first appearance, blue and white porcelain
exhilarated people with its fresh tints, simple and
elegant designs, shiny and delicate glaze as well
as resplendent colour, which enjoy considerable
position and influence in the history of Chinese
ceramics, culture and arts.

1] A kind of porcelain with under-
glaze painting

Blue and white porcelain is a kind of porcelain
with underglaze painting. A blue-white pot with
feathered figure, bird, animal, immortal weed and
cloud designs, excavated from an early Jin tomb
at Yuhuatai in Nanjing, Jiangsu province, 1983, is
so far the first porcelain ware with underglaze
painting ever discovered.

Further development and improvement of un-
derglaze painting fired in Changsha kilns in the
Tang Dynasty blazed a new trail for the decora-
tive art of porcelain The up-and-coming Cizhou
and Jizhou kilns in the Song Dynasty were also
famous producers in this field in the wake jof
Changsha kilns. Underglaze painting gives free
rein to the advantages of folk arts with rich
flavour of life and a strong artistic appeal. Blue
and white porcelain, it's not too much to say,
came into being based on porcelain with under-
glaze painting in the Tang and Song Dynasties.

The biscuit, after having being painted with a
mixture of oxidized metallic substance, is first
drawn with a variety of decorative designs. Then,
further applied with a layer of quartziferous glaze,
it is sent to be fired in the high-temperature kiln,
thus resulting in what is called porcelain with
underglaze painting. Or rather, after having being
directly painted with all kinds of designs and

blue-white porcelain,
gorgeous and colourful

patterns by means of oxidized cobalt as the
colouring agent, the biscuit is covered with trans-
parent liquid glaze. Then, the firing under high
temperature of over 1200C leads to the blue-
white porcelain with underglaze painting. Its suc-
cessful production, apart from an embodiment of
scientific and technological achievements, repre-
sents an integration of modelling and painting in
terms of decoration. It is marked by practicality
and high artistic value. Blue and white porcelain,
therefore, enjoys a special position and signifi-
cance in the long and splendid history of Chinese
ceramics.

2] Origin of blue-white porcelain

As a lustrous pearl of Chinese porcelain, blue
and white porcelain is unique among a riot of
painted porcelain wares. Since the Yuan, Ming
and Qing Dynasties, it has all along been flour-
ishing for over seven hundred years, winning
popularity and eulogy among people all over the
world.

The early-stage blue and white porcelain re-
mained unknown prior to the 20's of this century.
Blue and white porcelain of the Yuan Dynasty
was only brought under limelight in 1929 when
Hobson, a British, found out a blue-white vase
with cloud-dragon designs and elephant-ear handles,
inscribed in the 1lth year under the reign of
Zhizheng in the Yuan Dynasty. It was then col-
lected by David Foundation.

When did blue and white porcelain first present
itself? There are controversial definitions, since
some scholars designate it as being in the Yuan
Dynasty while still others trace it back to the
Tang Dynasty or the Song Dynasty. The early-
stage porcelain available at present is as follows:
three blue and white porcelain wares unearthed in
1956 in Changde, Hunan province; sixteen blue
and white porcelain wares excavated in 1964 from
a cellar in Baoding, Hebei province; fifteen blue




and white porcelain wares unearthed in 1961 from
a cellar at Dadu ruins of the Yuan Dynasty in
Beijing, two blue and white porcelain wares exca-
vated in 1973 from a cellar in Dingxing, Hebei
province; two blue and white porcelain wares
unearthed in 1975 from a tomb of the Yuan
Dynasty in Poyang, Jiangxi province; three blue
and white porcelain wares unearthed in 1978 from
Zheng's tomb in hangzhou, Zhejiang province;
four blue and white porcelain wares excavated in
1979 from Ling's tomb in Fengcheng, Jiangxi
province; nineteen blue and white porcelain wares
unearthed in 1980 from a cellar in Gao'an, Jiangxi
province as well as blue and white porcelain
wares sporadically excavated in Ya'an, Sichuan
province Jiujiang, Jiangxi province, Jintan, Jiangsu
province, etc. Many of them are identifiable in
terms of the year of production. Blue and white
porcelain wares of the Yuan Dynasty collected at
home and abroad are, in general, pretty advanced
both in firing techniques and artistic attainment.

Three blue-white Guanyin statues unearthed in
1276 in Hangzhou from Zheng's tomb were the
earliest blue and white porcelain wares of the
Yuan Dynasty ever known. The exact time of
their production remains uncertain since the year
1276 was only the deadline of excavation.
However, these three blue and white porcelain
wares reveal, to say the least, considerable ac-
complishment of firing technology and painting
techniques in blue-white porcelain production dur-
ing the early Yuan Dynasty.

The emergence of everything must have under-
gone a process of beginning,development, prime
and decline. It was impossible for the earlystage
blue and white porcelain of the Yuan Dynasty to
be what it is at the present phase. Therefore, the
production of blue and white porcelain must be
well in advance of the Yuan Dynasty. Archaeo-
logical excavators have provided following new

data on blue and white porcelain turned out prior
to the year 1276:

A broken piece of a blue and white porcelain
pillow was unearthed from the Tangcheng ruins in
Yangzhou in 1975, and more broken pieces of
blue and white porcelain were excavated at the
same place in 1983.

In Jinsha, Longquan, Zhejiang province in 1957,
three broken pieces of a blue-white porcelain bowl
were discovered in the fifth layer of rammed earth
under a pagoda, which dates back to 977 under the
reign of Xingguo in the Northern Song Dynasty.

In Shaoxing, Zhejiang province in the autumn
of 1970, a broken piece of a blue-white porcelain
bowl was found under the Cuihuan pagoda, which
dates back to 1265 under the reign of Xianchun
in the Southern song Dynasty.

Broken pieces of blue-white porcelain in the
Tang and Song Dynasties are marked by coarse
quality in grey with greenish grey glaze, random
designs, dark blue and white colour, revealing
that the colouring agent is still of oxidized iron or
a kind of mineral with only a little oxidized
cobalt. Blue and white porcelain wares in the
Tang and Song Dynasties are quite different from
those in the Yuan Dynasty in terms of glaze,
modelling and decorative style.

Therefore, there are now controversial views
on blue and white porcelain of the Tang and Song
Dynasties. Some disapprobative scholars maintain
that they are not entitled to be blue and white,
nor can they be identified by known kilns. Of
course, some scholars hold that these blue-white
porcelain wares in the Tang and Song Dynasties
may be named blue-white, or earlystage blue-
white or initial-phase blue-white. Consequently,
views on the origin of blue and white porcelain
are not exactly identical at present. So, this has to
be sorted out through constant discovery and re-
search in the furure.
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