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1 The Funeral Oration of Pericles
~ Thucydides ~

Our constitution does not copy the laws of
neighboring states; we are rather @ a pattern to others
than imitators ourselves. Its administration favors the
many instead of @ the few; this is why it is called a
democracy. If we look to the laws, they afford equal
justice to all in their private differences; if to social
standing, advancement in public life falls to reputation
for capacity, class considerations not being allowed to
interfere with € merit; nor again does poverty bar @
the way; if a man is able to serve the state, he is not
hindered by @ the obscurity of his condition. The
freedom which we enjoy in our government extends also
to our ordinary life. There, far from exercising a jealous
surveillance over each other, we do not feel called upon
to be angry with our neighbor for doing what he likes,
or even to indulge in those injurious looks which cannot
fail to be offensive, although they inflict no positive
penalty. But all this ease in our private relations does

oration n & indulge v UBTRFRARTZH
standing n #{Z injurious adj &K
obscurity n KR inflict v E&S

surveillance n 5%



not make us lawless as citizens. Against this fear is
our chief safeguard, teaching us to obey the magistrates
and the laws, particularly such as regards the protection
of the injured, whether they are actually on the statute
book, or belong to that code which, although unwritten,
yet cannot be broken without acknowledged disgrace.

Further, we provide plenty of means for the mind
to refresh itself from business. We celebrate games and
sacrifices all the year round, and the elegance of our
private establishments forms a daily source of pleasure
and helps to banish the spleen; while the magnitude of
our city draws the produce of the world into our harbor,
so that to the Athenian the fruits of other countries are
as familiar a luxury as © those of his own.

If we turn to our military policy, there also we differ
from our antagonists. We throw open our city to the
world, and never by alien acts exclude foreigners from
any opportunity of learning or observing, although the
eyes of any enemy may occasionally profit by our
liberality; trusting less in system and policy than to
the native spirit of our citizens; while in education,
where our rivals from their very cradles by a painful
discipline seek after manliness, at Athens we live
exactly as we please, and yet are just as ready to
encounter every legitimate danger. In proof of this it
may be noticed that the Lacedaemonians do not invade
our country alone, but bring with them all their



confederates; while we Athenians advance unsupported
into the territory of a neighbor, and fighting upon a
foreign soil usually vanquish with ease men who are
defending their homes. Our united force was never yet
encountered by any enemy, because we have at once to
attend to our marine and to dispatch our citizens by
land upon a hundred different services; so that,
wherever they engage with some such fraction of our
strength, a success against a detachment 1s magnified
into a victory over the nation, and a defeat into a reverse
suffered at the hands of the entire people. And yet if
with habits not of labor but of ease, and courage not of
art but of nature, we are still willing to encounter
danger, we have the double advantage of escaping the
experience of hardships in anticipation and of facing
them in the hour of need as fearlessly as those who are
never free from them.

as regards prep X T liberality n ##% ; X5

statute n M our rivals EEEERMEEE - UBRER
acknowledge v FIARE MR A

elegance n (L7 Lacedaemonians = Spartans £iEBiEA
banish v BE confederate n F{X

spleen n £ vanquish v iEAR

magnitude n Mg detachment n M5 BA

antagonist n A art n ARWERA
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@ Our constitution does not copy; we are rather a
pattern | Its administration favors the many
instead of the few...

rather X 2f# R~ : R’ (= instead / on the contrary) :
We are not afraid of the challenge, we rather accept it as a
stimulation. EAT ARk - RZBAMEZE - WERMR
We should not shift our responsibility to others. Instead / On
the contrary, we should be willing to take it up. HA1AREHA]
MERHZIBIAS £ K2 - BRASFEFABERE -

instead of &~ (= rather than) :

Suffering makes him a hardier person instead of depressing him.
BERAEMAE - R EMKRI—NEBRAIA

Success makes him humble rather than proud. FX3H{E b i & M
FEFH -

@ not being allowed to interfere with merit; nor
does poverty bar the way | ...he is not hindered
by...

ARXTIREEBSHIEFEHA :
interfere with sb / sth #5 T : #5t5" (= meddle with) :
Mind your own business. Don't interfere with me. {fREREE
WE TEBHK -
He is trying to interfere with your plan and work. 4 1F 1&% i
TREGITRIFILAE

bar sb from sth / doing sth f# “BA 1L 3% 4755 5 A %E" (= stop
/ hinder)

Age and sex bar her from getting the job. 4% & M BIlE &= 2 115
E AR T -



hinder sb / sth from sth / doing sth fi# “451S %A / E¥iE
£

The lack of professionals hinders the company from expansion.

RZE W ARHBZARNYT R -

His lack of general knowledge and specialized skills hinders him

in his work. bR Z FIRFE [ IKEE - XG55 T A T -
obstruct 1% ‘155" - BREERERIE - T from...

The overturned car obstructed the traffic for an hour. #%: 7 9

AERERZBE—/ AT e

The demonstrators obstructed the politicians in their summit

meeting. TEEISTHRESSSEBLI

® the fruits of other countries are as familiar a
luxury as those...

RTUK - HAas+adj+as: XBEXAR—AR : as +adj -
a-n+as:
This book is not as stimulating as that one.
This is not as stimulating a book as that one.
XAP AR B IEREBE ©
She is not as unapproachable as you may think.

She is not as unapproachable a person as you may think.
W H T RARPIABABEHELABE IR A ©



The Liberty of the Press

~ Thomas Erskine ~

The proposition which I mean to maintain as the
basis of the liberty of the press, and without which it is
an empty sound, is this: that every man, not intending
to mislead, but seeking to enlighten others with what
his own reason and conscience, however erroneously,
have dictated to him as truth, may address himself to @
the universal reason of a whole nation, either upon the
subject of government in general, or upon that of our
own particular country: that he may analyse the
principles of its constitution, point out its errors and
defects, examine and publish its corruptions, warn his
fellow-citizens against their ruinous consequences, and
exert his whole faculties in pointing out the most
advantageous changes in establishments which he
considers to be radically defective, or sliding from their
object by abuse. All this every subject of this country
has right to do, if he contemplates only what he thinks

enlighten v 8% faculty n 8¢5 : B&E
conscience n R4l establishments n Hlf
erroneously adv iRt radically adv B2 « BuHH
dictate v X & contemplate v E£

ruinous adj MR



