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How to Remember New Words and Phrases

(1) . Do not*try to remember new words and phrases
separately, but instead, try every means to collect good
sentences and read them aloud until you can repeat them
by heart.

(2) Commit to memory not the separate words and
phrases but some paragraphs or the whole of those articles
which are worth reading.

(3) If sometime you have to retain in mind some new
words and phrases, read them in silence three times, read
them aloud as many times and then, most carefully, write

them down to see if you can remember them_correctly.
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PREFACE (1)

All the articles *included in this booklet! served,? during:
the past three years, as editorials in New Writing, a monthly
in the English language formerly published® in Kweilin, later
in Chungking, and now in Shanghai. As New Wrifing is a
periodical for students of *high schools,* the writer has *tried
his best® to write in very simple and plain English *so that® the
average’ student may understand thoroughly.

Here the writer does not want to say anything about the
importance of English. One thing *that he has to point out? is?
this: From the rapidly increasing number of readers of New
Writing, he realizes thatl® the demand for acquiring the know-
ledge of English in China today has become greater than ever
before.

This booklet is intended to help those! who *have had!? no
chance to read the first two volumes of New Writing but
would be glad to read all the editorials which appeared in that
magazine. Meanwhile, *in otder to!® make all the articles more
understandablelt for the average reader, the writer has, *in
addition to explanatory notes,!® attached *to them!® Chinese
ttanslations.

James C. I. Wen.
January 1, 1946, Shanghai.
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Preface (2)

THE WHY AND HOW OF

ENGLISH LANGUAGE STUDY
By Thomas F. Ryan, § J

*Of all the nations® between whom *mutual undevstanding:
and co-operation? are necessary, China, Great Britain and the
United States *occupy the leading place.? *It can be safely said?
that if these three nations can work together after the present
war there is real hove of *a generation® of peace in our troubled
world, but *it must also be said® that without a real understand--
ing between the people of these nations, genuine co-operation
is an impossibility.” 1t is therefore not merely a desirable thing’
but an actual duty for every citizen of these nations to try to-
know more about those® of the other nations and to *get into
close contact with® them. To do this, the *meeting ground of
a common language is a *practical necessity.1!  Without it, thai
direct intercourse!? between the people of China and those!® of
the *English-speaking world!! is not possible, and without direct.
intercourse co-operation is a very artificial thing.

*To reachl’'the medium!® of a common Janguage between
those who speak Chinese and those who speak English *it ig
obvious that!” *either a great many people of Great Britain and
the United States must learn Chinese or'® that a great many
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people in China must learn English. Unfortunately, experience
in many years has shown that *as a practical proposition! *it
is idle to hope? that a large proportion? of the English-speaking
people will evert sufficiently *master the Chinese language® to
be able #o *speak and read it with ease.® Fortunately, however,’
it is *quite the contrary® *with regard to® the people of.China
and the English language, for *it is evident to all that!® *a
remarkably large number of!! Chinese have mastered the English
language *so well that!? they *have complete command of!8 it
and can use it with perfect ease. *It is most desirable thail4
this number, *great as it is,?® should,be much increased.

It may seem a *one-sided piece of co-operation!® for those
who speak English to urge!” Chinese to study English *even
though!® they themselves do not display!® the same energy or
progress in learning Chinese. *It is easy to see, however, that-©
*for purposes of?! *communication with the world at large,?2
English is of particular convenience, for it is pre-eminently?23
the world language of today, and each year its use is extending.
Every Chinese school-boy knows that it will be an advantage?4
to him in every *public career?® if he knows English, and *that
is why?® the study of it*" is so wide-spread in China. It will be,
however, an *added incentive?? to the study of English in Chinese
schools if every student realiz2s?® that *by a command of® the
English language he can help to a better understanding between
the Allied Nations with which his country is now fighting
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and so strengthen! by an *added link? the bonds® of friendly co-
operation which* alone can make peace a *permanent reality.?

Granted® ther: that today a Chinese student is more anxious’
than ever® before to make progress in his study of the English
language, how ¥is he to? intensify his efforts and accelerate
that progress? There is no easy road, there is no *short cut®
to the mastery!! of a new language, but there will be *greater
rapidity and greater perfectionl? in English language study *if
it be remembsred!?® that there are four *things to be attended tolt
and that!® each of- them must get equal attention. They are
reading, writing, speaking and understanding.*$

*Because of!7 its universality it is very useful to be able to
read English, and to learn to do so is the least difficult part of
the study of the language. Tn *every branch of language study,18
proficiency!? is gained by exercise, and *this is particularly the
case in the matter of reading.?® If you want to learn to read
with ease, read as much as you can. With regard to reading, .
*the advice may be given?! to read in two ways—*both with and2?
without a dictionary. *When once?® you have got *beyond the
initial stages?! in the study of English, read as much as you can
without troubling to use a dictionary to *look up? *unfamiliar
words,?® because in this way you will *familiarise yourself with?7
the ordinary words and phrases of “the language and *come to
use® them almost automatically.?® Reading aloud will bs a

great help *in this respect.®? At the same time those who want
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to make progress should read for a *definite period! ea.ch day
with a dictionary beside? them, looking up each unfamiliar word:
‘Only in this way will® new words be learned.

My advice with regard to reading, therefore, is to read for
ten minutes a day, read with a dictionary for half an hour each
day, and read without a dictionary for as long as you can every
day. :

Next, writing. Many- students of English *omit this as
unnecessary.! That is a great mistake. Even for those whose
‘chief aim is to learn to speak the language, *it is essential® to
write it, for only by writing can® one? learn® his *deficiency in
correct expression,® and recognise his progress in overcoming
mistakes. To make progress in writing a teacher is obviously a
necessity, and that is where!® those who are‘at school *have an
advantage over!! students who try to *study English privately.l?
Those who are at school should *avail themselves to the full of1
the opportunity to write and *have their mistakes corrected,¢ If
possible, write something every day for,!® as *in the case of!6
reading, constant exercise is necessary if progress *is to!? be
made. Translation from the *daily paper!® is an *invaluable
exercise!? for those who want to *get command of2° the ordinary
expressions of *daily use.?* The daily writing of a diary in
English is recommended?? to all, for this provides?3 a subject for-
writing that is always *at hand.?!

Progress in speaking and in understanding the *spoken

word?® is more difficult to reach?® than in reading and writing,
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for the problem of pronunciation is *added to! that? of learning
words and studying grammar, and the irregularity?® of English
pronunciation is admittedly? its greatest difficulty to a foreigner.
*In addition,® one cennot learn to speak and to understand
spoken English without the co-operation of others, and this fact
provides another difficulty.

*As regards® speaking, *a word of special advice’ may be
given to students at school and to all who have the opportunity
of studying English under a teacher. It is to ¥pay very speeial
attention to® the formation® of English sounds. The reproduc-
tion'® of these sounds furnishes!! little difficulty to the Chinese,
because their language contains all the sounds that are found
in English, but great care“" is needed in learning the exacil?®
sounds which have to be used. The need of this is evident
because, while! probably a greater proportion of Ch‘inese speak
English with *absolute accuracy!® of pronunciation than of
any other nation, at the same time many Chinese who speak
with complete grammatical accuracy are incorrect in their
pronunciation, obviously because they did not, *in their early
study.1® learn *with carel” the sound of English vowels and con-
sonants. Special attention is necessary in fhe pronunciatino

of L, N, and R, of V and W, and of the diphthongs.!8 Practics

in speaking English is obviously hard to get, and all that *can
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