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Introduction

Combining facts and analysis, 4 History of Documentaries in China €laborates on
both history and future trends of Chinese documentary films and TV documentaries.
As one of the research programs of the country's ninth five-year plan for the
Science of Art (Program Approval Code: 97B09), it has been accredited by the state
and rated among the first class academic works.
This book mainly focuses on the history of Chinese documentary, with comments
and analysis going in between. Based on large amount of factual materials, it is
dedicated to identifying and analyzing the blind spots in Chinese documentary
history. The author not only paid a visit to those who had been involved in the
documentaries she studies, but also referred to both video and written materials
from various sources, including China Film Archive, Shanghai Video Archive
(Shanghai Audio, Imagge and Film Resource Centre) , China News and
Documentary Film Studio, China Central Television Station, local television stations,
China TV Documentary Academy and other research institutions. From an oral
history perspective, these materials collected by the author are
extremely valuable, in particular, accounts by those who, in the case of
Xu Qinfang for the documentary entitled The Killing on May 30, 1925, have

passed away. These materials are rarely seen in other books or articles.

Based on the abundance of first-hand materials, this book systematically probes
into Chinese documentary development in the following fields: documentary
activities and works of early Chinese film-makers'; documentary achievements in
the Liberated Area; influences of world documentary theories and practices on

Chinese documentaries in different times; traces of Chinese society, politics,
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economy, culture and life on the documentary development; and development
tracks of documentary in Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. The author also clarifies
many controversial questions left over from the past, such as why the Film and
Drama Department of the Commercial Press was closed down; whether the
pictures of the grand parade of the PLA troops entering the city of Beijing were shot
on the spot or re-produced afterwards; from what time the China New
Documentary Movement, which focused on the common people, was launched;
how the early anthropological documentaries in China were shot. In addition, this
book touches quite a few long-forbidden topics, such as the documentaries on
Anti-Japanese War shot in the Kuomintang-ruled areas; the documentaries shot by
Japanese militarists and the Japanese Puppet Regime; the contribution made by
Star Studio, one of the largest and leading Chinese film studios in 1930s; the
Individual Documentary Movement in Taiwan; the former Soviet Union experts
displaying the Three Great Battles in Chinese Liberation War through actors'
performance, which is deemed contradictory to the basic principles of
documentary-making. The author managed to collect full and accurate historical
materials from all aspects and through different channels, then rigorously clarified
the historical issues, adding much to both Chinese film and TV theories and the

further development of Chinese documentary.

In this book Chinese documentary development history is divided into several
periods in terms of time and main characteristics and trends of the works. The
author has, convincingly, provided a clear structure to the formation, change and

development of Chinese documentaries.
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