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Suzhou is one of the 24 famous historical and cultural cities in China. Its history
can be traced back 6,000-7,000 years ago. Archeological finds have proven that there
were already early inhabitants in the area of Suzhou during the New Stone Age. As a
city, Suzhou has a history of 2,500 years. In the late Spring and Autumn Period (770-
4176 B. C. ), the State of Wu rose in southeast China. He L, the King of Wu, ordered
his Minister, Wu Zixu. to build a He Li City in 514 B.C. , with walls of 24 kilometers
long in circumference and having eight land and water gates. This was the first city of
Suzhou. It not only served as the capital of the Wu State but also as an economic and
cultural center in southeast China. During its long history, Suzhou city has witnessed
many changes, but the site, scale and structure of its city walls have remained almost
the same. Of all the city gates, the Panmen Gate is particularly well-preserved and is
the only existing typical land-and-water gate in China. On a Map of the Pingjiang Pre-
fecture (during the Song Dynasty, Suzhou was named the Pingjiang Prefecture) on a
Song Dynasty (960-1279) stone tablet housed in the Suzhou Stone Carvings Museum,
there are six north-south rivers, 14 east-west rivers and 359 bridges depicted in the
city. The names of many streets and bridges shown on the map are still in use today.

Suzhou, one of the famous tourist cities in China, has unique natural scenery. Its
east side is dotted with lakes and crisscrossed by rivers, and its west is a hilly area.
Mount Lingyan, Mount Tianping, and Tiger Hill rise in its western suburbs. Tiger Hill is
known as the “First Scenic Spot in the State of Wu. ” On its plain in the eastern part



are networks of rivers and lakes. The larger ones are Yangcheng Lake and Jinji Lake.
About 15 kilometers to the southwest of the city is the famous Taihu Lake Scenic Area.
The water from Taihu Lake flows through the city and empties into the Yangtze River.
Residential houses in the city stand mostly along the rivers, and stone steps have been
built from the houses down to the water. Stone bridges span the rivers one after an-
other to connect the small streets or lanes on both banks. The distinctive features of
Suzhou’s scenery are its beautiful natural landscapes, graceful artistic gardens, and
the poetic scenes of small rivers flowing under arched stone bridges. Marco Polo, the
Italian traveler, came to China in 1275. During his stay in China, he served as an offi-
cial for 17 years and covered most of the country. His Travels, written after his return
to Italy, records that Suzhou was extremely beautiful and could rival his hometown —
Venice.

Suzhou, with its mild climate, fertile farmlands and abundant products, is known
as the “Land of Rice and Fish. ” In Middle Ages, Suzhou already had well developed a-
griculture, a flourishing handicraft industry and thriving commerce. During the reign of
Qing Emperor Qianlong, the court painter Xu Yang, who came from Suzhou, did a
genre scroll painting titted Prosperous Suzhou. In the downtown section of this paint-
ing, more than 200 shops are carefully depicted to reflect the prosperous scene of
Suzhou at that time. Among many of the local products of Suzhou, the most famous are
the Taihu Lake whitebait, pearls, crabs from Yangcheng Lake, Biluochun green tea,
and white loquats. lts well-known handicrafts include Suzhou embroidery, sandalwood
fan, mahogany carving, jade carving, Tachuawu woodblock prints, and mahogany
products.

Suzhou’s beautiful scenery and abundant products had attracted numerous high of-
ficials, scholars. men of letters and rich merchants to come to live in Suzhou ever
since ancient times. Many of them built gardens and villas in Suzhou, either for their
social activities or for their retired leisure life. According to the city annals of Suzhou,
there were as many as 200 private gardens in the city during the Ming and Qing dynas-
ties (1368-1911). Hence Suzhou is known as the “Garden City. ” The most famous
gardens are the Surging Waves Pavilion, Lion Grove , Humble Administrator’s Garden,



Lingering Garden, West Garden, Fisherman’s Garden and Pleasure Garden, each rep-
resenting a different architectural style of the Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing dynasties.
The Suzhou gardens are not like the imperial gardens in Beijing or Chengde which were
mostly built outside of the city in vast areas, using the beautiful natural landscapes to
construct symmetrically arranged palace halls on a central axis. The Suzhou gardens
were all private gardens, taking up very small spaces. But the architects employed
miniature techniques to exquisitely put artificial hills, trees, pavilions, towers, plat-
forms, lakes and bridges into a small area, thus creating an artistic effect of viewing
big scenes in a small garden.

Today, Suzhou is heading towards modernization. Since the 1980s, Suzhou has
sped up its economic and technological cooperation with foreign countries, and about
7,000 Chinese-foreign joint-venture enterprises have been set up. Suzhou has formed
sister city relationships with 18 cities in ltaly, Canada, Japan, the United States,
France and other countries. In recent years, Suzhou has started to build its Industrial
Garden with the cooperation of Singapore, and the project is going well. During this
modernization process, people can still see the traditional lifestyles and folk customs
in the city. Although tap water is now connected to every household, people still have
the habit of walking down the stone steps behind their houses to fetch water from the
river and doing their washing in the river. At sunset, small boats return to the ferry
docks close to the houses, floating peacefully on the water amid the bustling life of the
city. At small towns outside of the city, almost every household is engaged in sericul-
ture, with mulberry trees planted in front of or behind their houses. Girls sit in wooden
tubs floating on the ponds to gather waternuts. Fishermen row sampans on rivers and
lakes, with cormorants perching on the sides of their boats.... Modern life is thus
mixed with traditional and folk customs, enabling people to feel the pulse of this an-
cient and modern city in southeast China.



IR E EHEAAE 24 DI ECAZIRE —, B H LA EWFBEIN.ETH
BT . N5 7 BB A RHE  FEFT A SR IF M X B8 A 283530 A= B AT . R Ml IR
5 s BL A 2500 Z4F . FEKEFAR (A TTRT 770-8T 476 ) /5 3, i A E R E UE A2 T+ E 2R
M#. AJTHT 514 4, R EMEBHGRKEMAFEFELE PR ERET —EEKY 24 22
H KBRS 8 AL Y Rl B IR . X R R M B R ISR B . B U 2 B R B R
LT HAS I LA S B VE B A & oF Sefe bl . TERK P A B, MR B LR
1k ABEEAS EARSE T FRsk a9 bk  HRABLRAS R . H AR ST KRR SR TR R S e R, B
] B A7 B S Y 4 — E K Bl R 1T o DA IR 0 R 22 A A B AF A SR AR (A ST 960-1279 £F)
TP TLF B CRARR N BRI b L 38 7T 8 B R MR P21 B b gy il 6 2%,
RYGE R 14 k. Hri 359 M, B Hic B ey F S #7518 B RS PR, BUETI AR A .

FRMNEY B ARSI AR R F W IR U AR . DR N IRER UK, P ER L, LB K
FOROWHE. EMEETHA RS LK FILGEEILSE. ILEFW. R EILSHFRRFE—
B AE R g L TSR AN, H8 A AR 2B 1 I1TE BB A FH A L XS T A . B
PORE 15 20 B 4L 5k 2 A7 45 A9 R RUEC X . KI5 UT D5 M — I L 1 i 8 7K SR A8 32 S 28 3o Il
BN AC L . 717 RAE & AT I 0 5L, PR A V4 22 7K B 25 A1 /NG Sk, — B2 6 0 BEAT BB
] b, A SE P R . P N AR UL A R R R, BE R G LD R HE BRI Y U, LR
MK Z/BRRK B R . BRRIRITR ST - P F AT 1275 F3R B+ H , fE TR
BOL7 AR UFER LR A AP E. R ESERERCSG A - EEFITIE)— B, B



CHRMIMBIEBRATAT LU S MY E s — A FHHK LT R EE.

PR X SR E, L HAEIR . W= EE,, BRI AR £7, P, X BR
WERRD, F I, FlLESR, IEEREIT T M ARG T AIC 1759 42 7 — IR
FEAEREYEH LT HIANREETRA SR, B RS T M35 Ny B R
R, HMHREHYWEP, FLANERBEE. 23R, HEH R, BREFERMH, GU RS
HF., FMHAFEA/WLERFT NS AER LARREZR | B PE7E 8 AR X @ L0 KRES
45, BRI H . E AU .

W BEAE T R, I P PR BT AR ARSI T REIEE R AL AR
F OEFEWHEREESIER. 52 ATES B B RBE A B, sSi1E It & & 3G,
IENGRES ISR EETH. ENHMNTFRICER, WFEALCAIT 1368-1911 45, M E
HEARFELE—  _FR. BT XRE T BRI EE . B S E R R
L RaN R o NN 2o = = = I e BN i I = e S o TR R ST - I 2 R R )
A8 B - D5 M AR R FE T AP E A R B S B R FE K . 2R E R E T RRANR A
X aRIK.FREE.- AR KPR EBRAEB BN ERE. S AUERSE
Ptz . 25 N FE AR R FA BRI bR . o b TE R /) » DR DT 471 28 SR R 48 iy T3k, TE A BR A =2 6]
S AR, ZEHEST & SR RESE/E . 48 N A/ P L iy 2R R .

AR, HMNMIEFFE AL E A EF. 80 LI, M/ EFHE AR FIEMH KRE
e, M E @R =¥V 7000 K. HHESERM e R BR . XEHGEES
= 18 IR HT A A AT . IEFER,. BN SFHMFESEF LT LURX”, TRIETE
AT, XA LA E ST RSHE ., TEXFEA . ATIERE T AR 2] — &
FrREMSEL. REETERK. BERIMMEEJRAHET RS G- ER A ERAK BB
2 & FHP T oK BREEYC Z R, RF /NS LR VIR 10 F 5T, 76 5k T &9 T8 ] 75 o gk 3o 35 ##
HWAIEA G ERT ENE L A BB RREWR. IR EORR s WR B FEAR
£ B TE it UF HLOR 4 22 A 5 M SR 112 — b R A ¥ BR T IR EE I 1D L /)N 4 T 35 HE S B T
Yy fio e e BEAR A 9 42 3 R 5 v A i R AH R XUAE IR R - N ATT AT A BA o 3R A E O
77 s HE B Y ik B



#

S
&
IR

| [ssbubn—

“TOURISTMAP OF SUZH

-
-
o Shangh®!

ou

#11
Pingmen Gate HER
Humblé Administrator's
Abi % @ Garde
North Temple Pagada
L]

%0
Loumen Gate

Lion Grove:

o West RS
L
oy O shoog SH
4zhong SU
& Xizhood

B
Mﬁ “E‘z‘:)g Raad
& i) '
%
% 2 ]
= Xuapmiao Temple
-
W
o k-4
Al oo R

Cold H:Ill're‘mple SNE Fowes T |

“m W ﬁG“"“““sw‘C%
; e
Jinmen Gate: 1 BB £ yotc ® 2
| *

% . Gm‘»“"‘w - M
# L e n
% Pleasure Garden Twin Pagodas
% \ |\
5 \
% 1 jizi Street

Shizd \ ¥

& ¥
E i %

i

A
‘Auspicious LAght

/] 'r\ﬁ Nummwé
‘of Panmen G

=l
SHANGHAI

Wi
 Nanmen Gate

L
ZHENANG







Suzhou is located to the south of the
Yangtze River and to the east of Taihu
Lake. Outside of the city are
Yangcheng, Chenghu, Jinji and Dushu
lakes, and the Loujiang, Wusong and
Dongjiang rivers, which connect with
the Yangtze River. Suzhou has a net-
work of waterways, so that the rural
area people often use boats rather than
vehicles.
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In the city, waterways run parallel to
the streets, and residential houses are
built along them. In front of the houses
are streets busy with traffic, and be-
hind them are rivers with boats of all

kinds.
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Today there are many modern buildings in
Suzhou, but you can still see crisscrossed
rivers, which are spanned by bridges, and the
shadows of ancient pagodas in the water. The
city thus keeps its ancient flavor.
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The State of Wu built eight gates in its city
walls 2,500 years ago. The picture shows Pan-
men Gate, a land-and-water gate, at the south-
west corner of the city walls, which is well pre-
served.
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Suzhou has many ancient pagodas. Cloud Rock
Temple Pagoda (Yunyansita) on ser Hill
(Hugqiushan) , the symbol of Suzhou, s built
in 961. It is a 47. 7-meter-high brick pagoda in
imitation of a wooden structure. Because of the
sinking of its base, the pagoda slants a bit to
one side like the Leaning Tower of Pisa in
Italy. During its renovation in 1956, some pre
cious relics were found in the pagoda as a
box of Buddhist scriptures, embroideries and
bronze Buddhist images.
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Twin Pagodas (Shuangta), constructed in 982,
sits in downtown of Suzhou. The two pagodas are
in the same style —seven-layered, octagonal brick
pagodas in imitation of a wooden structure. At sun-
set, the Twin Pagodas look extremely charming.
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