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PART I Read and Explore

Lead-in Questions B R ———
1. Would you prefer to use plastic bags or paper bags to take your shopping home? Wh?
2. How do you usually deal with the plastic bags?
3. Have you ever seen plastic bags flying overhead in the street on a windy day? How do you feel

about that ?

Will That Be Paper or Plastic?

You've purchased your organic vegetables, skinless chicken breast, and | * organic a. F#LHY
oatmeal soup. The grocery cashier asks “Will that be paper or plastic?” You | e skinless a. gz
reply, “Plastic please.” * breast n. Ml

This seems like a simple enough question and there are plenty of reasons = & oatmeal n. (i) E}
we choose plastic: easier to carry, less expensive to the grocer, lighter than | e grocery n. &5 7«
paper bags so possibly less damaging to the environment, reusable as garbage | * plastic n. g}
bags, because it's the “in” thing, because we have a choice. * grocer n. ffh 4 HRg

There are many | * garbage n. L%
differing opinions on | * differ v. A% XAl
plastic versus paper. So | & versus prep. S---#i%t, %t
let’s take a look at what |
happens when the

consumer chooses

“plastic.”

We will follow the
travels of three plastic
bags. It begins at the

p——




Unit 1 Qaring for Our Earth

grocery store with the consumer’s choice. The first bag is filled with a third of :

the product that a paper bag can hold, so two more plastic bags join the first.
These three plastic bags are taken home and usually deposited right into the
trash can. Later that week, they are placed outside in the larger trashcan waiting
for the trash haulers.

Plastic Bag #1: The waste engineers come by and pick up the trash. As
they are lifting the cans into the truck, the first plastic bag falls out or blows out
before they arrive. It sits in an alley for a couple of hours until a car comes along
and whisks it down the road. Then a little gust of wind blows it across the

intersection, then another car, then another gust of wind and finally it makes its ‘

way to the beach. The little plastic bag gets caught by the incoming tide and is

dragged out to sea. Water fills the bag making it look like a jellyfish. A seal
swims by thinking it looks very interesting and takes a bite out of it. Too late, |

the seal has already swallowed it and there it will sit in the seal’s stomach for
months, maybe years. You see our marine animals do not realize that plastic
bags aren’t natural. Our animals have been living for thousands of years in a
world where everything is edible.

Plastic Bag #2: This bag does make its way to landfflls. The bag gets dumped
out of the truck into the landfill area. Before they have a chance to cover up the
thousands of pounds of daily waste, a strong wind comes up and blows

thousands of plastic bags out of the landfill and down the valley. Once the

winds die down, workers are sent out to collect the thousands of bags strewn
around. But they can’t possibly get them all. So our little bag continues its

e

adventure getting caught in trees (suffocating plants), eaten by birds or worse

used to line their nests, and making its way into our lakes and rivers.
Plastic Bag #3: The last bag also blew away but was caught and replaced

into the landfill where it sits for years and years, as all the landfill is wrapped in |

an even larger plastic bag making natural degradation of the material almost
impossible. There are leach and air lines which do let the matter inside escape
the big plastic bag. Although the landfill operators do a tremendous job to
make sure no pollutants enter our water and air systems, some do. And guess
what, plastic bags are made from petroleum products, a hazardous waste
material, which in one way or another makes its wagy into the environment.

Another problem with putting plastic bags in our trash is that our landfills
for most cities are estimated to be filled in about 20 years, which means no
more places to dump all our plastic bags. More importantly, since we are
running out of land to build homes, you might have the pleasure of one day
living on top of your plastic bags!

The best suggestion is not to use a bag at all (for smaller purchases) or
bring your own cloth bag. But if you must, please use paper. The majority of
paper bags now made from recycled paper do biodegrade, are not suggested
but can be eaten by animals, and there are more opportunities to recycle

* o

> & o o

*

*

o landfill n. LIsRHEHAL, bR

deposit v. R

trash n. bk, B
trashcan n. hr3gHg

hauler n. BT, WEE

alley n. /&, HIF
whisk v. B E
gust n. BEMN
intersection n. + KO
tide n. ¥, My
jellyfish n. K8, WK
seal n. #§%Y

swallow v. &TF, BT
marine a. # (8) §
edible a. AT AR

dump v. {5if

suffocate v. f#% &
nest n. 5 H

wrap v. 1, W%
degradation n. 5}R%, MM
leach n. WX, Wag, Mk
operator n. B A
pollutant n. 5% R
system n. Z&%E

hazardous a. A £

* suggestion n. Y, #iY

& biodegrade v. H:RE 5> MR
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paper than plastic. It does take a little extra effort and thought, so please have
a thought about the little seal or dolphin the next time you say, “Plastic = a dolphin n. K

please.” ~
(718 words) |
blow away WA, IREL
come along . HE, 2k
come by MFEEL, it
coverup LR, #E
die down BH, j@iﬁ{%ﬂ;
makeone'sway  —PREI#E, AT GRAE. EEM) £
run out of Mo
Content Awareness

1 Choose the best answer to each question based on the information from the passage.
1. According to the passage, what is not a proper reason for a consumer to choose plastic bags?
A) He can use plastic bags to carry garbage later.
B) He can save money as plastic bags are free.
C) He finds paper bags heavier than plastic ones.
D) He finds plastic bags more convenient to carry.
2. The author describes the whereabouts of the first plastic bag in order to show
A) seals can eat plastic bags
B) seals have a good stomach
C) seals are potential victims of plastic bags
D) seals like everything edible
3. According to the passage, what is the problem with landfills?
A) Some sorts of garbage are not allowed to be dumped in to landfills.
B) No more land will be left for landfills in the near future.
C) They cannot dispose of the garbage dumped there.
D) The landfills available are not large enough to handle the garbage.
4. Why does the author suggest that plastic bags should not be used for shopping?
A) They are not biodegradable.
B) They cannot be properly deposited.
C) They are more costly to make.
D) They should be used for other purposes.
5. What is the overall tone of this passage?
A) Subjective.
B) Humorous.
C) Ironical.
D) Persuassive.



Unit 1 Caring for Our Earth

2 Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1.
2.

»

In what ways are plastic bags hazardous to our environment?

What does the author mean by saying: “You see our marine animals do not realize that plastic bags
aren’t natural?

Why does the author specifically describe the journeys of the three plastic bags?

What solution does the author suggest for the plastic bag issue?

What do you think of the author’s suggestion ?

Language Focus

3 Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Make changes where necessary.

—

© 0 ®NOO AN

marine deposit organic whisk swallow
wrap system differ edible dump

You have to $ 500 in order to open a checking account.

Since the weather was very cold, she her fur coat closely about herself.

Are these wild mushrooms , or are they poisonous?

John got a fine for trash on public land.

She the medicine with some soda water.

The community college offers an excellent course in biology.

gardening uses no manufactured chemicals.

A leakage in the pipeline has led to the failure of the heating

She saw there was only one bay of oranges left, so that she it into her basket at once.

Let us see how communication-practice drills from pattern-practice drills.

4 Complete the following sentences with phrases or expressions from the passage. Make changes
where necessary.

1.
2,

The applause and the actors were able to continue.
Too many executives in this corporation are trying to
one is in charge of the on-going projects.

The wind the clothes that were hanging on the line.

In the evening Mr. Smith to the appointed meeting-place.
Is your daughter married yet? No, she’s still waiting for Mr. Right to

the mistakes of the past few years and no

5 Translate the following sentences into English.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

ARG, XRA R G, RA LB HBIRIEL M, (plenty of)
ARERmMEZ %, RAFLEF— T, (take a look at)

PABERAEAZE, WMARALITEIHH L, (make one’s way)

T RA PR SR s 6 % T R AR B, (have a thought about)
TEIHM S IRHIE T, M B A HLS T WAtk T i & 8, (before ... have a chance)
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Lead-in Questions
1. What are the conveniences motor cars bring to us?
2. What are the problems cars bring to our environment and traffic system? How can we solve them?

3. What would a city be like without cars?

Cities Without Cars

Imagine the peaceful serenity of a city without cars. Think of downtowns | e serenity n. E#
you have known after midnight when you could hear the knock of footsteps = * footstep n. W% ()
and the distant rumbile of a night truck. Recall holidays or weekends in a city | o rumble n. [ERER
when the usual roar of city traffic was replaced by the voices of children from a
nearby park. | * nearby a. LMY
Doesn’t that scratch some fleeting memory? -+ scratch v. ¥, $, HIF. W3, #IF
Humanity has almost forgotten how cities felt and sounded before the | * fleeting a. ki), K
invasion of the iron dinosaurs. We've almost forgotten the joys of the city, | * invasion n. AR
forgotten why we built cities in the first place. For many of us today, especially | dinosaur n. ZJg
for suburbanized Americans, the city is a place to flee — in our cars, naturally. o suburbanize v. HiAB{L
Specifically, the urban automobile kills street life, damages the social fabric | * flee v. ki, Pt
of communities, isolates people, endangers other street users, spoils the city’s I specifically ad. B
beauty, upsets people with its noise, causes air pollution, wastes energyand | * fabric n. 54, Hyis
natural resources, and impoverishes nations. - o endanger v. f& &
But damn automobiles as you will, | suspect that most Americans faced | * spoil v. ¥R, i
with a choice between cars and cities would give up cities. In fact, isn't that L pollution n. {534
what we have actually done with our flight to the suburbs? & impoverish v. {825y, fiHi5
If the American rate of automobile ownership becomes the norm | % damn v. il
worldwide, we will someday have two or three billion cars. Can we find enough B ownership n. firfi (42)
resources to build these cars? Can we find the gasoline to run them? Can we A norm n. bR
bear the stink, the noise, the & someday ad. %]—H
danger and damage? Oris | * gasoline n. ¥
there a better way? o stink n. KLk
The strongest argument, é * argument n. %if, iR
which applies to all of us, is not
environmental. Rather, it is a o environmental a. ¥
hard fact. The current |
automobile age is coming to
arapid halt within the lifetime | * halt n. 2}
of most people under 50 |
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today! Car-free cities are not a matter of choice to be debated. They are inevitable.
The sooner we begin to face this truth and prepare for it, the less traumatic the

change will be. In fact, the car as we know it is a doomed species. The petroleum- &

powered automobile cannot be sustained for more than a few more decades — |

if that long.
The challenge is to remove cars and trucks from cities while at the same

time improving mobility and reducing its total costs. But solution?

The urban automobile can be replaced only if a better alternative is available.
What would happen if we designed a city to work without any cars? Would |
anyone want to live in such a city? Does it make social and economic sense? Is

it possible to be free of the automobile while keeping the rapid and convenient

mobility it once offered? Public transport can become more attractive than the
car for the average urban user if it addresses three issues: speed, comfort, and

cost.

still wonderfully quiet, open, and livable. Its canals and narrow bridges shielded

it from the car. In Venice you can still taste a quality of European city life that

could not be plundered by the 20th century barbarians of steel and petroleum.

In the Third World, public transport is profit-making. Almost everybody
uses it. Aithough it consumes a considerable amount of personal income (though
still far less than a private automobile), public transport in these areas is demand-
driven and works well up to the limits of road capacity.

Somehow, through the smoke of the media dominated by the Auto Axis,
we Americans should at least begin debating the inevitable death of our beloved
automobiles. The advent of the Post-Petroleum Age is going to be massively

disruptive if it comes upon us quickly and we are unprepared. In that worst- |
case scenario, most American cities and suburbs could quickly become virtually

inoperable nightmares for a decade or longer.

The post-automotive world is not something most Americans want, but

the world cannot avoid it. When traffic finally dies here, many Americans will
recall those “good old days” of traffic jams.

Bottom line: few Americans will ever see this challenging message. This
means that the Post-Petroleum Age is likely to arrive as a great surprise to us.

The concept of car-free cities will still be foreign to Americans when cars begin |

sputtering to a halt. Not a pretty picture.

(704 words)

The city that has never yielded is Venice. Venice is densely populated, yet f

* 6 & o o

¥ @ € ¥ X & & ¢

*

*

debate v. F+ift, HHE

inevitable a. A~ AJREGE, IR
traumatic a. BIfHY

doom v. HE; HEEHK

mobility n. FLEIE

densely ad. TR

populate v. f# N ARET
livable a. EF MR, ATHER
canal n. @&

shield v. Ph$h

plunder v. 2

barbarian n. ¥FEA

profit n. F|jfE

consume v. {HFE;IH

media n. BEK

axis n. fhls (GEFPERE)
beloved a. L&Y

massively ad. KL, KiEH
disruptive a. REIREER
scenario n. f#t; i AR
inoperable a. FREBITHY
automotive a. K4

sputter v. & H 5

apply to DT, EH

be faced with BiAE, e 58T o) Loen
come to a halt f$1|:7

in the first place e

make sense AEX
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the Auto Axis R

The Post-Petroleum Age Ja F dhif AR

the Third World ErEy i
Content Awareness

6 Read the passage again and decide whether the following statements are true or false.

1. Most Americans faced with a choice between cars and cities would give up cars.
2. The author predicts that cars are destined to disappear, and car-free cities are inevitable.
3. Venice is still wonderfully quiet, open, and livable because the population in Venice is not

very large.

4. In the Third World, public transport consumes a small part of its users’ income, far less
than a private car.

5. Most Americans welcome the coming of the post-automotive world.

7 Answer the following questions according to the passage.

1.

What does the author mean by saying “...for suburbanized Americans, the city is a place to flee —in our
cars, naturally.”? (Paragraph 3)

What are the ill effects automobiles bring along to cities?

What is the author’s prediction of the future of the car?

What do “the iron dinosaurs” (in paragraph 3) and “the 20th century barbarians of steel and petroleum”(in
paragraph 10) refer to?

Why should Americans begin debating the inevitable death of automobiles?

Language Focus

8 Fill in the blanks with the words given below. Make changes where necessary.

- rumble populate SCIAON - Ziots o/ GOUNBRE 1 1t sl

. She refused to part with her

N oA

beloved consume  debate fabric

doll on the trip to Europe, saying she wouldn’'t go anywhere without

it.

Anyone could see that the plan was to failure, but he still stuck to it.

Thunder is in the distance and there is a storm coming on.

Arguing about trival details many hours of the committee’s valuable time.

The car’s engine started, for a moment, and died again. ‘

They whether to accept the management’s proposals or to go on strike.

The land used to be fertile fields but now is densely » Without adequate public facilities.
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8.
9.
10.

The whole of society was changed by the war, leading to a period of disorder.
The never-ending quarrel among the visitors certainly the atmosphere at the banquet.
This report is not worth our attention; it doesn’t even the surface of the problem.

9 Complete the following sentences with phrases or expressions from the passage. Make changes
where necessary.

1.
2.

5.

The old adding machine has long by a computer.

Rapid economic development and trade made Biritain the richest nation in the world during the
reign of Queen Victoria (4% |k & ¥ ) in the 19th century.

My grandfather often recalls those when the city was very clean and there was hardly any air poliution.
When Don Quixote (%3 iAf&) encountered a barber wearing a brass basin on his head to

himself the rain, he thought that the basin was a magical golden helmet.

No matter how hard | tried to understand it, the sentence didn't any to me.

10 Translate the following sentences into English.

1.

Al A

RRURMNALERA R, BAEEEKE, HREHARR, (inthe first place)

BAE T s ¥ AP R AR . (be faced with)

B2 00 R A B 24 R bt 31 A3 ok A 7= 32, (apply to)

RIS KA TR, 8% T —%H%H#|, (come to a halt)

EARBWERMER, H—K, REREIELE R XD EBIFE D, XM S8R . (make

sense)

PART Il Write and Produce

1 1 Write a short passage (100 — 120 words) about Private Cars and Public Transport, based on the

information given in Chinese below.

AR HE ARE
R, &&. RIEMMIH: FEREK, LERR
TEE, T BAOTBRAEE
R S 2 90 SR gk 5 B A RAD, GERLNE
TARE: FERERNCEEE, FERAX RS




Nobel Prize Winners

UNIT |

Lead-in Questions : s
1. Do you know the origin of Martin Luther King Day? For what purposes is the day remembered?
2. Martin Luther King’s “I Have A Dream” speech is so famous that it is known by people around the

world. Do you know what his “dream” was?
3. Alarge part of the world today is in chaos, full of hatred and conflict. What do you think is the best
way to solve the vital political and moral problems of our time?

Keep the Dreamer and the Dream Alive

. & dreamer n. %K

I recently conducted a survey (albeit unscientific) to see what people thought |
and knew about Martin Luther King, Jr. | did this by bringing up the subject of 1* = =junior a. /M A FE] & IHE L)
MLK Day in casual conversations with people and gauging their reaction. (The | * casual a. it {88 F9
sampling was 23 friends, colleagues, and strangers; 10 Black, 9 White, 3 Hispanic, | a gauge v. PFAl; i
1 Asian; 4 were between the ages 42-35 and 19 were 34-20.) Allknew Kingas | * reaction n. J i
the famous black civil rights leader who was killed, but few knew much more. | o Hispanic a. PFPGHEFiER
The majority of people under 30 — regardless of race — knew little more, in | ¢ Asian a. ALY

fact. L leader n. 4ii#h

How is it that Jil |
(black, 27, college |
educated) did not know | * educate v. HH
that MLK was a Nobel !
Peace Prize recipient? Or
that Tim (white, 31, |
college educated) was
clueless about King’s non- ' & clueless a. — TR
violent approach to civil

rights activism? e activism n. fTE1EN,; #itE X

—




