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INTRODUCTION

Guan Zhong (? —645 B. C. )is a noted statesman
of the Spring and Autumn Period of ancient China.
As the prime minister of the Qi State, he counselled
the King in rallying support from various states to
eventually make Qi a superpower among the five
strongest states of the period.

“The Book of Guan Zhong”, originally credited
to Guan Zhong, is now widely believed to a collective
work by scholars of the Qi State of the succeeding
era. It nonetheless contains much of his viewpoints,
covering a wide range of subjects including philoso-
phy, politics y economics s law , the military and natural
sciences. Some of his ideas are still quite relevant to-
day and a large number of his sayings and maxims
have been passed down by word of mouth. His philo-
sophical vision not only was an important component
of the intellectual history of the ancient Qi and Lu

states but also had a far-reaching impact on the histo-



ry of China and even the world.

“The Book of Guan Zhong” is one of the more
obscure texts of the period, primarily because of the
abhorrent distortions and omissions in almost all of
its varying editions. This has to a certain extent limit-
ed its readership. In order to make Guan Zhong’s phi-
losophy more accessible, we have selected 260 re-
markable sayings from the “Revised Book of Guan
Zhong” by Dai Wang of the Qing Dynasty and have
classified and rendered them into English and modern
Chinese. The “Revised Book” is in “The Collections
of Philosophical Works”. A few corrections were
made according to research done by a 20th century
scholar Guo Moruo. This selection was finally proved
by Professor Dong Zhian, Director of the Institute of

Ancient Texts of Shandong University.

Editor
March, 1991.
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RHFTR, FRFTE, FARTA, FFR
MH. :
(B
XY FE+TRRAYNER, TEERE
FEWAE, TEAEFRKANGE, FEHTH
TR ETFHEMR.

Do not attempt the impossible or unattain-
able. Try not to let yourself be in a transitory posi-

tion nor do anything which you would not do again.

KRZE, BWLE; ETAM, BEUE.
GE$#
GEX) #HETHRZEN, ¥HAKFEE, &
BUCRHER; BELTAA, THERER, RAL
R

If you violate the law of Nature, your prosperity
will not last long. When the harmony between the
monarch and the subjects is gone, peace and stability

will give way to danger and death sooner or later.

E#O



GEX) HBPEANE#EHE, ELEIR2K
Wy BHTEANEAEE, HEFTHRb, REAH
2R B.

When you follow the heavenly Way, success will
come to you without strife.If you act against the

Way, your achievements will not be secure.

BEESR, ZRESA.
€% D) :
GEX) EREEE, LAATHARNE: B
MR, LAEMAS,

He who is to secure his success must follow the
heavenly Way; he who is to be free from disaster

must not act against the will of the people.

BRAL, EHER; BEHHE, FEH.
GEHD
GEXD) RUARAWE, nEstodz,; 71
SRTHTHER, BLERMT2ARBER.

If you begin the day negligent, you are to meet

trouble by day's end.If you forget what should be
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done for the day, you are to achieve nothing by the

evening.

RSEBEEZE, FARERZHE.
GE#
GEI) XNHEHFEE, TUFEER; Fa
WAK, TUFFDLX.

Study the history to solve your perplexities
about the present. Find out what has gone before to

know what future has in store for you.

MNEBEAKRL, EREFLEK,
GBEE9)
ORI #HRDTHATERKEASF, hikR 4
BT R 5 R,

He who is attentive to things of minor impor-
tance will not be a man of gteat accomplishment. He

who is picky about his food will not be strong.

B G BEETHEE, BT 5HE.
GE# -
(BX) REZAWATUSHABAL, EE



RAENMATUS AR EEZE,

Discuss long-term strategy only with those who
think big, and methods of governing a state those

who can perceive danger.

RWES (), MBEARE.
€ %D
GEXD RWRABEZEHTE, FUETEA
18 &R .

The wind and rain have no predetermined pat-

tern and are therefore no object of grudge.

%, ETRER, #T%, XF#H.
(F’H)
GED FUFAETRATEWRER, A TEY
W5, KBRFHEHEC.

Achievement is born out of careful planning,
made possible by endeavor and can be damaged by

complacency.
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SHARR, HHLKR. BZREBETMAER,
(FD)
GEXD AXRZHNETH, ARRA24LE
AT, d-8Mt, CETEHALEXRT.

If you do not do what ought to be done today,
you will end up with nothing tomorrow. What is gone

is gone forever.

BPF R FTL, BT B EATS .
(WE
GEXI XAHERHEH, —EEHHEE
WeER:; REPTREHEE, —~ 2 EFRICHER,

When you pursue things that pleases you, make
sure to envision what they will lead to. When you
abolish what you detest, be prepared for the result of

your action.

BALUE, BEUR.
O
GEX) #AHEEATHA, RERHLH, £
EHAENEE,; A~ 0EH, LAZH-MAHS
HAF.



Be considerate when you extract a favor by oth-
ers. Be sure of its worth when you embark on a ven-

ture.

BANHYE, mARNEFHE,
' (HE)
GEX) BTFAGETHNEAERIALEN, B
FrRERTHNESTRAEGHED T,

Wilat is crooked can not be straightened by its
shadow. An offensive note will not be made pleasant

by its echo.

THZH, RATtkIE; FRZE, FAFLIKE,
CHA)
GEX) TEWNKS, THASERELGE;
TP AR, TR — AR R E -

A road of many miles can not be plotted out by a
rope-ruler. A city of many thousands does not abide

by one universal rule.
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HEBX, XEBA.
G =P
GEXX) E6H%, R2BIBRNFE,: Hb
EXL, eBBEARNAF,

Act with the call of the times and you will have
heavenly blessings. Be righteous and you will have

the support of the people.

BREGEMNF, AMMEZETEE. 854
REAEFUAE, REBEHLAE T IE 7 .
| (%3%)
GEX) HWHEARTHBEHEARNT, 410 £ H
BAL. R IE T B E L, ROTH A H & B AL A,
ERETAR. ERHESE.

Even with sharp eyes and nimble hands, you still
need compasses and a ruler to draw a circle or
square. A clever man may make compasses and
rulers, but will not draw a circle or square with no

tool at all.

AT HER TR, EFHREETH.
(FED



