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ABSTRACT

From the view of non —linearity, this
dissertation makes a systematic analysis of a
considerable amount of first — hand data , and puts
forward the Theory of Two — Dimensional
Etymology. Based on this theory, a new type of
historical  comparative  linguistics, historical
comparative linguistics of metalanguage, is built
up-

According to this theory, the structural
system of cognates consists of word meanings and
sounds, which unite the semantic bisection of core
meanings and class meanings with the phonetic
bisection of initials and rhymes. This structural
system also manifests the distinctions between the
mechanism of cognates and that of loanwords,
thus successfully distinguishes the cognates from
the loanwords.

The author also finds that the cognates



existing in a language is distributed in a way
corresponding to the neurological system of the

brain.
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