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Mr. Zhang Ding was identifying blue calico for the author
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Preface

The Principle of Blue and White

Blue calico is one of Chinese traditional handicrafts. With simple but elegant characteristics,
it contains Chinese people’s aesthetic preferences and has become more and more charming
during its long history of development.

I was born in a village in North China and I contacted with blue calico ever since my
childhood. I still remember that the bedding I brought with me while 1 studied in a middle-
school in Jinzhou City was made of blue calico. At that time, it was very common that urban
people looked down upon those living in countryside and the things they made, for they
thought things made in countryside were rather countrified. Therefore, my blue calico bedding
was a laughingstock to my classmates from city. It made me feel upset and inferior to others.

With the increasing of my experience and knowledge, 1 got more and more interested
in blue calico. In the beginning of the War of Resistance Against Japan, I went northward
following an anti—Japan cartoon team. After a long and hard trip, I arrived in Yan’ an
with nothing but one piece of blue calico, which later was used as a hanging (actually
a door curtain), sort of decoration for my cave house. And it stayed there with me
through the following 8 hard years.

I have ever expressed in one of my articles that I prefer a piece of simple blue calico
to a colorful brocade because I am always longing for simplicity, freedom, prosperity—all the
characteristics well expressed in folk arts. Probably it’s my only personal preference but it’
s something at the bottom of my heart. What I want to add here is that the folk arts may
be most “countrified” but at the same time can be most “modern” as well, which is actually
well exemplified by blue calico. Early 1930s, one of my friends Mr. Ye Qianyu painted a
picture of several models dressed in blue calico, which caused a fashion tide and aé a result,
a great number of modern ladies followed it. So it’s safe to say that blue calico can also
be made “modern” by those highly skilled hands of high artistic tastes.

As one of traditional handicrafts, blue calico products are available all over the
country, especially in Nantong, which is a place of gifted persons and well known for a
long—time accumulation of culture richness and a favorable artistic atmosphere. Mr. Wu
Yuanxin is a famous blue calico artist cultivated in this very place. He has been engaged
in collecting, sorting, researching and designing of blue calico for more than 30 years
and advanced many new ideas in this field, bringing a new life to the folk art. Mr. Wu
set up China Nantong Blue Calico Art Gallery several years ago, contributing richly to
the development of blue calico art. The book of “An Overall Collection of China Blue
Calico Vein Patterns”, a result of his hard work for many years, contains thousands of
different patterns ranging from the ancient time to the present. It will be very helpful to
those who want to know something about blue calico and also very useful in research,
developmet and production of blue calico. I felt very happy after reading this book. So I

wrote this paper for preface.

Zhang Ding
September, 2002 In Beijing
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A Few Words

Wherever we went in the past, counties or towns, we would never fail to see blue—
and-white cloth, curtains, quilt facing, bundles, scarf, underwear, aprons and so on.
They are as a whole called Blue Calico, which, beautiful and practical, is an imprinted
and dyed folk handicraft. As an important heritage of our traditional culture and art,
science and technolbgy, and social life, Blue Calico can be seen all over the country and
had played an important part in people’s life. '

Blue Calico has a long history. As early as the 10th century B.C. in the period of
Xizhou, there were already special government officials, called “dye man”, in charge of
dyers. In the Spring—and—-Autumn period in ancient China, many kinds of dyestuffs,
especially the blue grass, were used. Having been passed down for thousands of yeérs,
blue calico not only closely relates to, but also enriches and beautifies people’s life.
Meanwhile it embodies a certain custom and people’s desire for beauty. Moreover, there
are many warm-hearted folk art inheritors, of whom Wu Yuanxing, from Nantong,
Jiangsu Province, is an outstanding one. He is a blue calico lover, collector, promoter and
inheritor. He has been devoting scores of his years to blue calico’s collecting, sorting,
researching, exhibiting, publishing and promoting. It is due to his great effort that we are
able to appreciate so many and so good works of art today. Therefore, we have every
reason to be grateful to him.

With the development of economy and progress of industrialization, more and more
machine—-made cloth has been taking the place of calico, home-made and hand-
imprinted and dyed in the country. Therefore, blue calico, as a work of folk art, has
been gradualls; losing its practical value. However, the great achievement made by
works of impriﬁted and dyed fork art is still the foundation of modern imprinting and
dyeing technology. Besides, its artistic value and its beauty as well as its implied
significance of Chinese culture is increasing day by day, making itself a beautiful flower
in the garden of the oriental art. For those who are engaged in artistic designing, Blue
Calico offers them not only creative thoughts and approaches, but also sets a good
example for them in achieving plain and romantic style.

Of course, in modern society, especially in the trend of ecnomic globalization, we
must keep thinking calmly. People of foresight in the world have advanced that local and
national features should be preserved and that culture and art should keep their own
characteristics. Meanwhile, we should combine the traditional culture and art with

people’s life so as to produce new works of art.

Li Mianlu
June 4, 2004 In Beijing
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My Stories About Blue Calico
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