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A GUSHAN HILL .
A SCENIC RESORT
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Gushan(Drum Hill)

Gu;han(Drum Hill) is a well-known
scenic resort in Fujian Province, Located
in the southeastern suburb of Fuzhou,
it rises 925 metres north of the Min River
to provide a matural defence for the city,
On the top of the Hill there is a huge rock
shaped like a drum, hence the name Drum
Hill,

Gushan is famed for its thousand-year—
old Yongquan Monastery, built in A, D 908
(the second year in the reign of Kaiping of
Later Liang of the Five Dynasties). Behind
its imposing facade are magnificent halls
where majestic Buddhist statues are placed in
their seats of honour, It has won the repu-
tation of being “the supreme among Fujian’s
monasteries”, Yongquan takes pride in the
more than 20,000 volumes of Buddhist scrip—
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tures stored away through the ages, par-
ticularly the 675 of them hand-written in
blood, Besides, there are nearly 10,000 incised
wooden printing blocks of Buddhist litera-

ture and images, It is indeed, as so many

people have put it,“a treasure-house of Bud-
dhist scriptures and anci‘eint blocks”, The two
potteh; pagodas of thg Song Dynasty in
front of the building, each ornamented with
1,000 Buddhist figurines, are also invaluable

historic relics,

Religious shrines and other places of in-
terest number over one hundred in Gushan,

Among the better-known ones, aside from
Yongquan itself, are Hui Long Ge(The Soar-
ing Dragon Pavilion), He Shui Yan (The
Taming Water Rock), Ling Yuan Dong (The
Fairy Spring Grotto), Long Tou Quan (The
Dragon-head Fountain), Shui Yun Ting (The
Water Vapour Pavilion), and the Eighteen
Grottoes honouring Bodhidharma, the Bud-
dhist missionary who came to China in A, D,
526. Of particular significance are the clus-
ters of almost perpendicular rocks inter-
spersed with the ancient towering trees in
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the vicinity of Ling Yuan Dong (The Fairy

Spring Grotto), It is here that men of letters
since the Song Dynasty have had their au-
tographed poems and essays inscribed on the
steep hillsides, Today more than 300 of such
cliff inscriptions are in a good state of
preservation, They include works left by the
‘great-;:alligrapher Cai Xyiang and the neo-
Confucian Zhu Xi, both of the Song Dynas-
ty. Covering a large part of the upright
surfaces of the huge rocks, these fine speci-
mens of Chinese art—— the regular script,
the’running script, the official script, and
the seal script of Chinese calligraphy——vie
with one another for singularity and orig-
inality, thus lending colour and splendour
to the charming Gushan,

There are two routes leading up to the
monastery, You can get there along the
tree-shaded asphalt highway in 30 minutes,_ Or,
if you feel the urge to negotiate the steep
terrain on foot, you can scale the steps
along an ancient trail, They wind and twist
in a fairyland of pines, rocks and streamlets
where you are so enthralled by the wun-
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folding scenery with its infinite variety of
phenomena that you forget the fatigue of
climbing, The monastery provides reasonable
food and lodging, But the vegetarian dinner
is a typical cuisine well worth trying by the
tourist,

AllL scenic attractiogs in Gushan have
i'ecentT}" undergone thorough renovations so
as to give the old buildings a new look and
make the resort doubly enticing,

You are welcome to Gushan,
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