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Unit 1

Ul-1
(240 words)

There is ruch discussion today about whether economic growth is desirable. At an ear-
lier period, our desire for material wealth may have been justified.

Now, however, this desire for more than we need is causing serious problems. Even
though we have good intentions, we may be producing too much, too fast. Those who criti-
cize economic growth argue that we rmust slow down. They believe that society is approach-
ing certain limits on growth. These include the fixed supply of natural resources, the possi-
ble negative effects of industry on the natural environment, and the continuing increase in
the world’ s population. As society reaches these limits, economic growth can no longer
continue, and the quality of life will decrease.

People who want more economic growth, on the other hand, argue that even at the
present growth rate there are many poor people in the world. These proponents of economic
growth believe that only more growth can create the capital needed to improve the quality of
life in the world. Furthermore, they argue that only continued growth can provide the finan-
cial resources required to protect our natural surroundings from industrialization. This debate
over the desirability of continued economic growth is of vital importance to business and in-
dustry. If those who argue against economic growth are correct, the problems they mention
cannot be ignored. To find a solution, economists and the business community must pay at-
tention to these problems and discuss them with one another.
€% 1.What is the passage mainly about?

A.The advantages and disadvantages of economic growth.
B. The present debate on economic growth.
C. The contradiction between economists and the business community.
D. The importance of the debate on economic growth.
@ 2. According to those who argue against economic growth, we must slow down
for the following reasons except that .
A. the world population is ever increasing
B. our natural environment is in danger of being destroyed by industry
C. more efforts should be made to improve the quality of our material life
D. the fixed supply of natural resources marks a point beyond which economic growth
cannot continue
€» 3.We may infer from the context the “proponents” in Paragraph 3 most probably

means .
A.people who argue for something B. people who argue against something
C. disagreements D. arguments in support of something

©> 4. People who want more economic growth believe that continued economic
growth .

A.is essential to the well-being of society as a whole
B. can provide us with more natural resources for industrialization



cefl mRAR 1605

CET 4 Standard Reading

C. can protect our environment from being polluted by industry
D. can solve many of our social problems today
€% 5.We may infer from the passage that .
A. the author is for economic growth
B. the author describes the case as it is
C. the author is against continued economic growth
D. the author is worried about the problems caused by continued economic growth

ui-2
(340 words)

“I smoke for my health”, 1 proclaimed in a newspaper article published in 1979. Since I
am a doctor, this advice attracted amused attention. I reasoned that smoking made me
cough and thus prevented pneumonia; smoking made my heart go faster and eliminated the
need for special exercise; smoking restrained my appetite and kept me trim. And then, at
51, I had a heart attack.

1 knew the risk factors for early heart attacks include hypertension, diabetes, a family
history of heart disease, high blood-cholesterol levels and smoking. The first four were in
my favor, but I chose to smoke.

Strange how the evidence that linked smoking to heart disease appeared unclear to me,
and how the same data now appear overwhelmingly convincing. Why stop now? Smokers
who stop after their first heart attack have an 80-percent chance of living ten more years—if
they don’t, a 60-percent chance.

As a smoker, 1 always resented the fact that we smokers received only scom from non-
smokers. How could nonsmokers know that smoking was bad for the health if there were no
smokers to prove it? Being a member of the experimental group, rather than the control
group, deserves a certain measure of social appreciation. I’ ve done my time. I’ m now
ready to be a control. I no longer smoke for my health. My health can’t stand the help.

Will I miss the late-night trips to find a store that’ s still open and selling cigarettes? Will
I miss searching through ashtrays ({HK#L) to find the longest butt that is still smokable?
Only time will tell. Not smoking may give me the time to find out.

Was it easy to stop? Sure. Here is all you have to do. First, experience a severe crush-
ing pain under your breastbone as you finish a cigarette. Next, have yourself admitted to a
coronary-care (.0MERER ) unit and be stripped of your clothing and belongings. Finally, re-
main in the unit at absolute bed rest for four days while smoking is forbidden. This broke my
habit. See if it works for you.
€» 1.The writer used to believe all the following statements except that

A. smoking benefits health
B. cough does good to health
C. smoking can take the place of physical exercise
D. smoking helps prevent people from getting too fat
€» 2. “The first four were in my favor” in Paragraph 2 most probably means

A. the first four factors did me a favor
B.I was NOT accompanied with the four factors
C.I wouldn’t be down with the four diseases
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D. the four factors supported me
€» 3.Which of the following is NOT true according to the passage?
A. The whole society should take more care of smokers.
B. The writer used to buy cigarettes late at night.
C. Non-smokers should be grateful to smokers.
D. The writer believes he will live longer provided he quits smoking.
€» 4.The word “help” at the end of Paragraph 4 refers to .

A. smoking cigarettes B. control group
C. social appreciation D. experimental group
©» 5.Which of the following might be the best title for the passage?
! Time B.My Fault
élﬂvgwopednmmsm D.Why I Quit Smoking
ul-3

(349 words)

Itishmdwgetarwagreerru\tonﬁ\eaoanatememingofmete!m“sodal class”. In
everyday life, people tend to have a different approach to those they consider their equals
from those they consider higher or lower than themselves in the social scale. The criteria we
use to “place” a new acquaintance, however, are a complex mixture of factors. Dress, way
of speaking, area of residence in a given city or province, education and manners all play a

part.

In Greece, after the sixth century B. C., there was a growing conflict between the
peasants and the landed aristocrats, and a gradual decrease in the power of the aristocracy
when a kind of “middle class” of traders and skilled workers grew up. The population of A-
thens, for example, was divided into three main classes which were politically and legally
distinct. About one-third of the total were slaves, who did not count politically at all, a fact
often forgotten by those who praise Athens as the nursery of democracy. The next main
group consisted of resident foreigners, the “metis”, who were freemen, though they too
were allowed no share in political life. The third group was the powerful body of “citizens”,
who were themselves divided into sub-classes. :

In the late Middle Ages, however, the development of a money economy and the
growth of cities and trade led to the rise of another class, the “burghers(ZA B )" or city mer-
chants and mayors. These were the predecessors of the modem middle classes. Gradually
high office and occupation assumed importance in determining social position, as it became
more and more possible for a person bom to one station in life to move to another. This
change affected the towns more than the country areas, where remnants of feudalism lasted
much longer. ’

With the break-up of the feudal economy, the increasing division of labor, and the
growing power of the town burghers, the commercial and professional middle class became
more and more important in Europe, and the older privileged class, the landed aristocracy,
began to lose some of its power.
€% 1.The first paragraph is mainly about ____ .

A.how to define the term “social class”
B.much altemnation in people’s social class
C. the complexity of evaluating a person’s social class
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D. the way we tell which social class a person belongs to
€>» 2.In Paragraph 1, “criteria” most probably means
A. standards of judgment B. criticism
C. methods D. characteristic
€% 3.According to the passage, which of the following statements is NOT true?
A.In a sense, social mobility can be attributed to the growth of trade.
B. Slaves in ancient Greece were not politically significant.
C. The new class made up of traders and officers of the late Middle Ages made the de-
velopment of a money economy possible.
D. The modem middle classes are the successors of the “burghers” of the late Middle
Ages.
€> 4.The Greek aristocracy’ s power in the sixth century B. C. declined because of

A.the slaves

B. the foreign residents

C. the conflict between the peasants and the landed aristocrats

D. the growth of a new middle class in the sixth century B. C.
€% 5.The best title for the passage might be .

A Social Classes B. Changes in Social System
C.The Evolution of Human Society D. The Criteria to Classify Social Groups
u1-4
(278 words)

The human brain contains 10 thousand million cells and each of these may have a thou-
sand connections. Such enormous numbers used to discourage us and cause us to dismiss
the possibility of making a machine with human-like ability, but now that we have grown
used to moving forward at such a pace we can be less sure. Quite soon, in only 10 or 20
years perhaps, we will be able to assemble a machine as complex as the human brain, and if
we can we will. It may then take us a long time to render it intelligent by loading in the right
software (3{4) or by altering the architecture but that too will happen.

I think it is certain that in decades, not centuries, machines of silicon (&) will arise
first to rival and then exceed their human ancestors. Once they exceed us they will be capa-
ble of their own design. In a real sense they will be able to reproduce themselves. Silicon
will have ended carbon’s long control. And we will no longer be able to claim ourselves to
be the finest intelligence in the known universe.

As the intelligence of robots increases to match that of humans and as their cost de-
clines through economies of scale, we may use them to expand our frontiers, first on earth
through their ability to withstand environments harmful to ourselves. Thus, deserts may
bloom and the ocean beds may be mined. Further ahead, by a combination of the great
wealth this new age will bring and the technology it will provide, the construction of a vast,
man-created world in space, home to thousands or millions of people, will be within our
power.
€ 1.In what way can we make a machine intelligent?

A. By making it work in such environments as deserts, oceans or space.
B. By working hard for 10 or 20 years.

6
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C. By either properly programming it or changing its structure.
D. By reproducing it.

@ 2.What does the writer think about machines with human-like ability?
A. He believes they will be useful to human beings.
B. He believes that they will control us in the future.
C.He is not quite sure in what way they may influence us.
D. He doesn’t consider the construction of such machines possible.

©» 3.The word “carbon” in Paragraph 2 stands for .
A intelligent robots B.a chemical element
C. an organic substance D. human beings

©» 4.A robot can be used to expand our frontiers when .
A.its intelligence and cost are beyond question
B.it is able to bear the rough environment
C.it is made as complex as the human brain
D.its architecture is different from that of the present ones

Aaﬁerdlenstallahonofagreatnmnberofoel]samia)xmanons, robots will be ca-
pable of self-reproduction

B. with the rapid development of technology, people have come to realize the possi-
bility of making a machine with human-like ability

C. once we make a machine as complex as the human brain, it will possess intelli-
gence

D. robots will have control of the vast, man-made world in space

u1-1
Pr> MARNEE

1. These proponents of economic growth believe that only more growth can create the
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PR A RAEREFTAEALB K ERBENYE.,
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2. This debate over the desirability of continued economic growth is of vital tmpor-
tance to business and industry. X TFREAVEFZFREKHS T FRLATAL
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[##srit] ) FHEIBER debate, over the desirability. . . B4 F 5T B debate H)E ], of
vital importance to. . . (% F----- BREE MELARHRE,

Frp> REMK

1.B [MEEK] $.0B8E. XHEME AL EH4): There is much discussion today
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(=] )
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5.B [fRAARARE] EESEE. XE-FFRMIEE X TEFRKARHARER, &F
AENAFERIL R, I, EHEHNTBREWR, LEEAEMARSE. Hik B
WORIEHER,

(B A ] M EENSEEFEMN X ENEEER, AMUELERE X, FEHS
EERIBS S 52 &, B read between the lines, 454 X158 B4 & AR
i

b DRRTRS

O justify [ 'dzastifai] vt. iEBH------ EXSEMH, R BHP
[$1H1] They were justified in tuming down our proposal. fhfiJ3E4E BRI R INES E
B,

© intention [in'tenfon] n. FHE, HiY
[#%2] have good intentions A B #F B9 & J&; have the intention of... -~ TH;
without intention 72
(#142] He went to Paris with the intention of leaming French. &% 5iEM B K
TE&O

b BEAERR
1. material wealth ¥ & 2. at the present growth rate A B BT B
3. slow down 183 4.be of vital importance to ¥ F---- - EXEE

8



