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" Preface

AN INTENSIVE COURSE OF CHINESE which is
the main textbook prepared for a short course in Chinese,
is for sheer foreign beginners.

This textbook is function-orientated. It aims at helping
the students acquire the initial abilities to use Chinese for
communication. In the preparation - of teaching ‘materials,
what we had in mind was a foreigner who had just arri-
ved in China. The language functions that have been
selected are thus the ones he needs the most. The everyday
expressionss which are the linguistic realizations of these
functions, are presented with typical situations.

It is also a product of the experience we gained in
teaching short courses and writing textbooks in the past.
Although much stress has been laid on language functions
and the skills of speaking and listening, every effort has
been “made to observe the rules of language teaching.
Throughout the book, the texts are arranged from the casy
to the difficult and in an orderly way. The teaching ma-
terials are simple, practical, easy to learn and to remember.
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‘They are repres:ntative of natural speech,

The cveryday expresswns in each lesson, on whlch both
the text and the exercises are based, are the main “jtems
for teaching. Therefore, the evaluatxon of learning should
mainly be based on the ‘exfent to wlnch the students are
able to use them.

The exercises consist of single-item drills and com-
prchensive ones. A distinguishing feature of the exercises
is the repeated use of the everyday expressions. along with
the observance of the rules of languége teaching, These
exercises are designed to help the students not only master
the new language items, but also consolidate the old ones.
Moreover, they are intended to improve their linguistic
performance in general, '

Attention should be paid to practice, at all times.
That is to say: the students should be provided with as
many opportunitfes ‘as - possible to speak and listen to
Chinese. The notes are explained only when necessary.

Each  lesson is composed of the following six parts:
Everyday Expressions; Text; New Words (and Addi-
tional Words); Exercises; Notes; Public Signs; Common
Sayings and Idioms. Supplied in each lesson are also
Pinyin (Chinese Phonetic Transcriptions) and English
translation,

Incorporated into the textbook are 25 language func-
tions, 212 everyday expressions, 692 new words (and 154
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additional new words) and 217 notes (including 40 idio-
matic expressions) and 94 pictures. It has 38 lessons, with
the“fundamentals of Phonetics listed at the beginning of
the book and the vocabulary and grammatical items at the
end.

Several universities at home and abroad have been
using the manuscript of the present textbook since it was
printed in 1982. Furthermore, to meet the demands of
users in Japan, a publishing house there published the
manuscript with explanatory notes in Japanese. Meanwhile,
we received a lot of valuable suggestions.

In order to make the textbook more practical, prior
to its formal publication, we replaced some of the teaching
materials which would otherwise become out-of-date,
supplied proper names which had been missing in the ma-
nuscript, and revised or adjusted the texts, the new words,
the notes, the exercises and the English translation. In ad-
dition, we deleted the List of Everyday Expressions and
Answers to Some of the Exercises and combined into one
the two Lists of New Words which were respectively
provided at the end of each separately distributed part of
the manuscript. Now these two parts have been amalga-
mated into one.

We are much indébted to Zhao Yongxin who did the
English translation and to Zhong Youqin who drew the
pictures, /



Our thanks also go to Fang Li who polished the
English translation,

Compilers

Autumn, 1986
Beijing Languages Institute
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Phonetics

—. ER FHIFLMEEUEE, K234

Initials The consonant that begins the syllable fs
called the initial. There are 23 initial9;

%% - blpl plp] mim] f£[f]
labial
H4FH  dt} t[v] nln] IC1]
alvgolar _ .
L) Lte] qfte] x[#]
palatal ’
HoWE 2] c[ts4] s[s]
blade-alveolar
HRIGH zh[18] ch{18] sh[¥] rlz]
blade-palatal
HWE  olk] k[k] h[x]
velar
¥5E vyl wiw] K
semi vowel

=. ¥5% FWhERELMHLENLFAAMSE, &
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Finals In the syllable (after the initial), the vowel
or the compound vowel with a nasal consonant
is called the final. There are 38 finals.

MR (—ATE 104

A simple final is a vowel that can form a syllable

by itself. There are 10 simple finals in Chinese,

ala] olo] e[¥] i[i] u[u] uly] e[e] er[&] ~i[1] -i[1]

S (WA EATE) 134

A compound final is composed of two or three vo-

wels. There are 13 compound finals in Chinese.

Qi el g0 ou ig ie igo iu ud uo ual ui uUe

BN GERMAT YR -nl-n], -ngln] KA A4

A nasal final is made up of a final, simple or com-
pound, and a nasal consonant (-n[n]or -ng[yl). There
are 15 nasal finals in Chinese.

an en lan in ugn un ign Un ang eng ong iang ing long uang
] :

Syliakie

i3 W%%mluuMﬁﬂ%,%%im&%*wo

g, -

Finals: a final can stand as a syllable by itself;

“except the following ones when placed at the begin-

ning: i, u, 4. e.g.
- a, an, ang.

FEBE R, Bl

An initial +a final. e.g:



" m+a—ma - d+iu—diu

§+ ian —jian q+Un—qun

Z+0a0—200 zh + ong —zhong

g + ual —gual k + uang —kuang

¥ + ou—you W +en—wen
BkiNiR

Discrimination of syllables as a whole
zhi[tH] chit8] shif$] ri[z1]
zI[tsy] cifts1] si(s1] er[o]
yIf§i] wulwu] yulyyl  ye[il
yuelye]  yin[in] yingfig] yun[yn]
m, &H ﬁ"%*ﬁ#ﬁﬁ—*iﬂ’]ﬁﬁ, EEMR AT SHRE

3‘3% /E [=] _!:o
" Tones Every syllable has a tone. The tone-graph is

placed above the main element of the compound
vowel.
PO A A P
The four basic tones are as follows:.
. @ & yT pldo shou hut l1a
the 1st tone
H 4 & yi pldo shou hut lig

the 2nd tone

W= & & yl pl&o shdu hul lid

the 3rd tone

#Pg7 A & yi pido shdu hul lid

the 4th tone ‘ (ARRER



