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PREFACE

Considerable difficulties existed when I wrote this book
<ntitled “A Critical Study of the Chinese Literature in
1930°’s", because of the limited time as well as the ir.sufficient
material. However, the book is worthy of writting because it
deals with things which all freedom-loving people should
know. To be precise I have three reasons to write it

1. The 1930's were the most disordered, sorrowful,
grievous but the most glorious period in modern
Chinese history. Literature is its reflection and
representation. We are anxious to know what it has
reflected and represented ?

2. The Chinese Communists spared no efforts in this
period to establish a so-called “Literary United
Front.”” This “United Front” not only saved them
from dangers but alse strengthened the position of the
Chinese Communist. However, when the Chinese
Communist regime emerged more stable political-
ly, why did Mao Tse-tung have to liquidate the
literature of the 1930's ? Especially, why did he have
to purge the writers?

3. Before liquidating the writers of the 1930, together
with their works, the Anti-Communist literators
geuerally made contemptuous remarks about them.
On the contrary, after the liquidation, they expressed
regret for them, and talked much about them. Why?

In order to answer these confusing questions, I decide
1o write this book and discuss thém in ten chapters respec-
tively:

l. Chapter T deals with a general description of the

historical background, the ideological current of
the age and the literary contents and character. In
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addition to the above-mentioned, the literary concent-
ings and process of formation and development
in literature are depicted as well.

Chapter I aims at setting forth the Communist
Literary United Front in the 1930's. It includes the
concept, the measures and the achievment of the
Literary United Front. I sincerely hopes that this
knowledge will be applied to the cultural and psycho-
logical warfare as a powerful weapon against the
Chinese Communists.

Chapter W tries 1o sketch the literary societies and
activities in the 1930's. “The League of Leftist writ-
ers”, planned and plotted by the Chinese Commun-
ists, was a combatant literary society. It successively
and fiercely struggled with the Crescent Society, the
Nationalistic Literature Society, the Society of “The
Freemen" or “Third man”, and The Society of the
“Analect of Confucius”, etc. It atiémpted to mo-
nopolize the literary world and forestall literary
developments. In the long run, it could not resist the
national consciousness of the Anti- Japanese aggression,
and with other societies, it finally melted into” The
Organization of the Chinese writers' Anti-Aggression
Association.

Chapter NV analyzes the Chinese literary debates in
the 1930's. Discussion includes the question of the
“Freedom of Literary Activity”, the “Language
Reform”, the “National Defence Literature”, and the
“National Formation.” Except for the question of
“Freedom of Literary Creations”, the rest are all
leftist internal strife. Yet, the debate of the Freedom
of Literary Activities caused the disbandment of the
Leaguc of Leftist writers. As a matter of fact, the

vs
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literary idea of the 1930°s still put stress on freedom
of writing.

Chapter V- pays attention to the main prose writ-
ings, new-style poems, novels, and dramas in the
1930's. Because of the large number of literary works
and writers, I can only talk briefly about the creative
process and delineate the outline of the important
works. Analyses of works. will have to be limited to
a few works.

Chapter IX attempts to tell the reason why the
Chinese Communist had to liquidate and criticize the
literary works, and to purge the writers of the 1930's.
It atiempts to point out the theoretical basis of the
liquidation and the result of the literary rectification.
and above all, the great griefs of the literary men
they had (or have) suffered, incurred by the literary
destruction of the 1930's as well as the humiliation
to human nature.

Last chapter is entitled “An Objective Evaluation
of the Literature of the 1930's.” Since detailed evalua-
tion has been individually made in the previous
chapters, in this part, only favorable and infavorable
commentarys of the literature of the 1930's are
discussed. We arc convinced that freedom and human
pature can not be overridden and extirpated by
violence. This is the simple conclussion of the book.

I have tried to discuss the controversial questions objec-

tively and hopes that this book will be of some usc in
stimulating interest in literary problems in the minds of
the generation that must soon face them. Finally, any
comments and suggestions on this book will be greatly ap-
preciated.

C. T. LEE
June 1972

BB F R



_,:_ -Tir..,\I,ﬂz.._.:
@ P (EXNmE)

41X EEER (-3 DI rerrers hrmsesessseasenersessas i

%ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬂﬁﬁ!iiEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEQEEEEEEEEEEE?#ﬁ



R x=ut 1] t
%:ﬁ:$%ﬁEP#L:Jiﬁﬁﬁ ................ T LLILTETITR 1=

ﬁf@:iﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁi?iiii%iEEEE?EE&EEﬁEEEESEEEEEE:h
%:ﬁ:iiﬁﬁ%ﬁiii?ii?EE%EE?325523355555552&2533
%EﬁLEQ&%W&HE?EEEEEEEEEE%EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEﬂ

I QR mﬁﬂiﬂ:mﬁﬁi_ﬁﬁ ............................................................ =R

IS - THRm ] Beoe- T TP PSPPSR PSP R PR TP LRI ]y



g &
Ja!;.w?;

®1E
BB
®IE

o
AT -

il

G OGRS R HKER

- MEER | 28
:ﬂﬁﬁiQ;MEi:
Eiﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁﬁmﬁi

S GPHEREREE

IR
- REBER
- BERE

e gL HE R e

B1E--SERKE

m %

H*E%#fﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁhﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁgiiEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEKO



4§42 -
FENHB - BBEERYE ovovmrrrrmr e  se ae sess eesenssessses | 40

BB o 1S A SRR R cemusisasasesiennensonvarsevaisdeonya I RK

IR BB oo e | &Y
BIHS BE BB e ervrererserner s e s s s | )
PRIME - ERRARYE - voeverereerrme e s e e Q)

%«Aﬁ..ﬁ?ﬁ.ﬁ%%ﬁﬁ@nmﬂﬁﬁ ......................................................... 1111

PR R BRI e e e s s e s (]

L o SN «™ ™

.



