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THE GREENSTONE DOOR
Chapter 24

The Last Stand

We sat for an hour or more discussing the prospects of
peace. He! was returning to Auckland on the following day,
and promised to carry a letter from me to Sir George
Grey?, whom he would see immediately on arrival. There
was little prospect, he thought, of any important engagement
cccurring during the next two months.(GeneraI Cameron?
spoke of advancing to a post on the Waipa almost immedi-
ately, but the country was reported to be practically clear of
the enemy for thirty miles ahead)Te Huata, it was said, had
quitted his stronghold on the mountain and was advancing
to the assistance of his war-chief, Rewli.

About a fortnight after my arrival the camp was ad-
vanced some fifteen miles up the Waipa, where headquarters
was established on the first day of the new yeart; but it
was not until a month later that a further advance of about
the same distance brought us into touch with the enemy.
The spot chosen by the natives to check the advance of the
British was within a dozen miles of my home. Here they
had thrown up three redoubts, connecting them with lines of
rifle-pits, the works being manned by upwards of three
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thousand warriors of the Ngatimaniapoto, Ngatihaua,
YWaikatoS, and other tribes,

i‘It was impossible to look upon this formidable position
without admiration for the genius of the untutored race
who had devised and constructed it;;yet, as it proved, all
their energy and toil was to go for nothing. Neither by
force cf numbers nor of arms could the Maori dictate the
conduct of the war. His it might be to pay the bill: he could
not call the tune.® Thus at the mid of a February night
the dusky sentinels on the heights heard the sound  of a
column, not rushing to the attack, but passing away yet
deeper into their beloved lands, and making of their heroic
toil a2 hollow mockery.

In the morning the great pa” was found to be abandoned,
every man of its defenders having flitted away between
midnight and dawn. No attempt was made to interfere with
our movements. Dismay had spread through the Maori
ranks, and neither the persuasions of Rewi nor the inflexible
optimism of the ariki® could hold together, or again assem-
ble, that great band of warriors. A few resolute spirits, a
few whcse homes in the locality were no longer tenable,
clung to the leadeis, but the great mass of fighters dispersed
to the points of the compass, never again to strike a blow.
Throughout the march to Te Awamutu not a shot was fired,
nor when, at daybreak, the smiling landscape unrolled itself
to our gaze was there sight or sound of any to give check
to our advance. ®* I was in hopes tha: this experience would
repeat itself as we pushed forward; that the natives had had
timely warning of our approach, and that everywhere we
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should find their settlements abandoned. ,

Before us lay the beautiful mnative village of Rangioca-
whia, embowered in orchards; and here I had many lifelong
friends. My heart was in my mouth as I waiched our
advance guard enter the seitlement in skirmishing order.
This, I told myself, might be the hour of destiny, of which
I had stood in dread for so long. The minuics of waiting
seemed interminable, and even the arrival of an. orderly
with news that there were armed natives in the village was
a relief from the tension of those moments. At once I sought
the General and begged his permission to enter the settlement
and endeavour to secure the submission of its occupants.
I urged that every man in it was known to me, and for
that reason I would probably be more successful in negoti-
ating with them than a stranger.

“Very good,” he replied. “They must lay down their
arms and take the oath of allegiance to the Queen. Ten
minuies should suffice for them to make up their minds. ”?

I found the once-populous village well-nigh deserted.
Probably there were not more than two score individuals
in the group who stood silently awaiting the approach of
the flag of truce, and even they had only delayed in their
belief that we would not push on beyond Te Awamutu for
some hours. But what they lacked in numbers they made up
in resolution. To the General’s message they returned but
one word—“Kahore.”!® In vain I pointed out the overwhelm-
ing force against which they were opposing themselves
and appealed to them by name to submit and save their
Iives,
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“Enough}” said the chief, at last. “Lie down, Little
Finger, that our shots may pass over you. ”

Even then I might have continued my efforts had not
the officer in charge, recognising that our lives were in
jeopardy, given us orders to fall back, and we were scarcely
out of point-blank range ere a fusillade from the natives
brought down on  their devoted heads the fire of our
troops. '!

There is a spot at Rangioawhia, neglected and forgotten
—I1 doubt if I or any man could find it—that should be
marked with an imperishable stone., A British soldier
fell there—more than one, indeed—yet not on their account
would I commemorate it. It should enumerate the names
of the heroic seven, who, when all their friends were slain
or dispersed, held a whare'? for hours against a thousand
British troops, to perish at last in its flaming ruins.

Two days later we heard that a body of natives had
occupied the old pa at Haeirini, but as they were rapidly
dislodged from the position I have always suspected that
this was merely a cover to more extensive works inprogress
elsewhere. At all events, there can be no doubt that the
famous pa at Orakau was already in a measure prepared
for their reception when they fell back on it in the Ilast
week in February.

1 think it was on March 20 that the first definite news
of my father reached me. It was from a fellow-villager,
who had surrendered and taken the required oath, that I
heard of him; and then it was that I first learned of the
preparations at Orakau. To that spot, he told me, had repaired
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