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The Comments Made by World Heritage Commitiee
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The Summer Palace, an Imperial Garden in Beijing
880 China
Date of Inscription: 1998
Criteria: C (i)(ii)(iii)

(1)  The Summer Palace in Beijing is an outstanding expression
of the creative art of Chinese landscape garden design, incorporating
the works of humankind and nature in a harmonious whole.

(1)  The Summer Palace epitomizes the philosophy and prac-
tice of Chinese garden design, which played a key role in the develop-
ment of this cultural form throughout the east.

(iii) The imperial Chinese garden, illustrated by the Summer
Palace, is a potent symbol of one of the major world civilizations.
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Morning mist in the Summer Palace
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Paragon of Imperial Garden

The Summer Palace in Beijing is an imperial
garden where emperors of Qing dynasty once
handled state affairs, retreated from the hot sum-
mer in Beijing and enjoyed tours. It is also the
largest and best-preserved royal garden among the
ancient architecture in the world. Observing the
constructional tradition of previous gardens, the
Summer Palace extensively adopts advanced gar-
den-building techniques from various places. It
combines the powerful, broad, imposing manner
of mountains and rivers in North China with the
fresh and charming style of water towns in South
China. Containing magnificent royal palaces, ex-
quisite and novel folk residence, as well as stately
and grave religious temples, the spectacular and
harmonious Summer Palace is formed into an in-
tegral whole.

Located some 15 kilometers northeast of
downtown, the Summer Palace mainly consists
of Longevity Hill (Wanshoushan) and Kunming
Lake (Kunminghu). It covers an area of 290
hectares, in which three quarters are water. There
are 70,000 square meters ancient buildings, 40,
000 royal cultural relics, 1,600 ancient trees over
200 years old and 400,000 various plants in the
garden. The abundant and unique scenery, to-
gether with the vast and profound historical, cul-
tural artistic connotation, not only occupy an im-
portant position in the history of Chinese
architecture, but also blaze its own path in the
world garden art. The Summer Palace was pro-
claimed as one of the first national key cultural
relics protection unit in March 1961. In Decem-
ber 1998, the Summer Palace was enlisted into
the “World Culture Heritage List” as a Chinese
royal garden.




clouds of Longevity Hill
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A Masterpiece of
Garden Art That Represents
Harmony of

Man with Nature
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Being overlooked from the air, the resplendent constructions on the Longevity Hill and the
surroundings form into an integrated whole
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Thc Garden of Clear Ripples (Qingviyuan) of Longevity Hill, the predecessor of
Summer Palace, was an imperial garden of Emperor Qianlong, Jiaqing, Daoguang,
Xianfeng in Qing dynasty. The initial construction began in 1750, the 15th year of
Emperor Qianlong's reign. It is built the last among the “Three Mountains and Five
Gardens” that were located in northeastern suburbs of Beijing in Qing dynasty. This
magnificent and splendid royal garden only remained intact for 109 years. It was
destroyed in the aggressive war launched by the Anglo-French Allied Forces to-

gether with the rest of “Three Mountains and Five Gardens”. From the 12th year to
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the 21st year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign (1886 — 1895), Empress Dowager Cixi,
who was actually in power, embezzled the fund of the Imperial Navy and other
funds to restore the Garden of Clear Ripples in full scale as her summer palace for
old age. In the 14th year of Emperor Guangxu’s reign (1888), the emperor proclaimed
to rename “Garden of Clear Ripples™ as “Summer Palace”. In the history of Chinese
last reign of feudal dynasty, during the 200 years from 1750 to the third year of
Emperor Xuantong’s reign (1911), the Summer Palace has served as the stage for the
political and court activities of the highest ruling class of Qing dynasty and for many
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Kunming Lake overlooked from the West Dyke
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