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What Is a Computer?

1 The computer is probably the most popular invention of the twentieth century. It affects us so
much! Computers have become necessary tools in almost every type of activity and in almost
every type of business. You can see computers almost everywhere. They are so important in our
lives today that without them, our world as we know it would come to a sudden halt.

2 What is a computer? Why are computers so popular? A computer is an electronic machine
that accepts data, processes data, stores data, and produces a result. It has many uses such as it
can replace people in many dull, time-consuming works. A computer can perform many different
tasks. Basically, it does only three kinds of operations:

® Arithmetic operations (adding, subtracting, multiplying, and dividing)
@ Logical comparison of values (e.g. equals to, greater than)

® Storage and retrieval operations

And now, computers are used most in:

® Science Computing

® Data Processing

® Real Time Control

® Computer Aided Design

® Education and Entertainment

® Communication and Message Service

3 There are many types suited for various tasks and organizations. Computers are classified by

their size, speed, and applications.

® The microcomputer, also called a personal computer (or PC) or desktop computer, is the type
of computer used at home or at the office by one person at a time. Its size and shape allow it
to fit on top or under a desk. The PC is typically used for writing papers or letters, listening
to music, playing games, and surfing the Internet.

® The notebook computer has the same capabilities as the desktop computer. However, it is
much smaller and more expensive. It is portable and can run on power from an electrical
outlet or batteries. People find the notebook computer very convenient to use when they are
away from the office.
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@® The PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), also known as a palm-top computer, is even smaller
than the notebook computer. It has limited capabilities and may lack traditional components
such as the keyboard. But it has a touch screen that accepts characters drawn with your
fingers. The cost of a PDA is not necessary lower than a microcomputer.

® The minicomputers are larger than microcomputers and basically have the same capabilities.
The cost, however, is much higher. But they are suited if there are many users and large
amounts of data.

® The mainframe computers are much larger and more powerful than minicomputers. They
also perform tasks for many users. They are used for centralized storage, processing, and
management of very large amounts of data. Mainframe computers cost hundreds of
thousands of dollars and are used by large institutions and government installations.

® The supercomputers are the largest and fastest computers. These computers are used to
process tremendous volumes of data. The processing speed is much faster than any other
types of computer. A supercomputer can cost several million dollars!

Today, computers are much more powerful and less expensive than before, and the ability to

connect with other computers is developed, so that more and more job involves a computer. I

-hope someday they can be powerful and inexpensive enough that computers will replace us

human being in any dull, time-consuming tasks. This bigger and better computer age will affect

all our lives such as how and where we work, how we play, how we communicate with other

people, how we shop, as well as how we share information.
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1 computer n. [kem'pju:ta(n)] HEH
2 | activity n. | [eek'tiviti] VEZh
3 halt V. [ha:lt] o By
4
5
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1 electronic adj. | {ilek'tronik] B0
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2 | data n. | ['deits] HiE

3 | process v. | [prouses] G081

4 store V. [sta:(n)] 171

5 | consume v. | [ken'sjuim) HEE, HB

6 | perform v. | [pe'form] SER. BUT

7 operation n. [opa'reif(a)n] ¥AE

8 arithmetic n. [6'riBmetik] A

9 | adding n | [eedin] hnv

10 | subtract V. [seb'treekt] 1,

11 | subtracting n. | [sAb'treektin] Tk

12 | multiply V. [maltiplai] e

13 | multiplying n. ['maltiplaiin] ek

14 | dividing n. | [di'vaidin] B

15 | logical adj. | [lodzik(a)l] BN

16 | comparison n. [kem'peeris(a)n] Phk

17 | storage n. ['sto:ridz) et 213

18 | retrieval n. | [ritrizvel] HE, ke

19 | aid v. | [eid] #HE
20 | design v [di'zain] wit
21 | entertainment n [enta'teinmant] B%
22 | communication n [kemju:ni'keifan] BE
23 | compute v [kem'pju:t] WE
24
25

EIEK
Fs £ W H b E B

1 various adj. | ['veerios] LR

2 classify v [kleesifai] Sy

3 application n. [eepli'keif (a)n] N, NMHBRE
4 microcomputer n. ['maikreukempju:ta(r)] PR R B
5 personal adj. | [pe:san(a)l] .N:}




()

Fs £ W T B B

6 desktop n. [desktop] HIE

7 | typically adv. | [tipikali] AP

8 | surf v. | Ise:f] iR

9 | capability n. | [keipa'biliti] B2 71

10 | portable adj. | [paitab(a)l] Eg 1, FRE, TR
11 | power n [paua(r)] R

12 | electrical adj. | [i'lektrik(a)l] A, BREAXE
13 | outlet n. | [autlet] FE JJF 47 BB

14 | battery n. ['beetari] Hih

15 | convenient adj. | [ken'vi:nient] H{EH

16 | digital adj. | ['didzit(a)l] BFEHW

17 | palm n [pa:m] FY

18 | lack v [laek] Bz

19 | traditional adj. | [tre'difen(a)l] 41

20 | component n. [kem'paunant] 7_5{431
21 | keyboard niv. | [kizbo:d] B BA

22 | screen n. | [skri:n] i3 2
23 | minicomputer n. | [minikempju:ta(r)] ANEIHL
24 | mainframe n. | [meinfreim] KEIHL
25 | centralize V. ['sentralaiz] £

26 | institution n. Linsti'tju:[an] NIEYLH, e
27 | installation n. [insta'leif (a)n] ZH, ¥E, HE
28 | supercomputer n. | ['suzpakempju:ta(r)] R TEHL

29 | tremendous adj. | [trimendas] WK, BXK
30 | volume n ['volju:m] X&E

31
32

B4k
s £ A W = = S

1 involve v [in'valv] ¥
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F5 | & W | Ak E = B
2 inexpensive adj. | [inik'spensiv] {EEH
3 | share v. | [fea(n] HE
4 information n. [infa'meif(a)n] B
5
6
2. EERZE
HEHER1-2.
F1-2 BEERER
F2K
FF5 S S 2 B
1 time-consuming FERTHY, WA
2 | real time M)
3 | Computer Aided Design (CAD) THHENEFB T
E3g
s B E A &% = B
1 personal computer (PC) MATHEHL, DA
2 electrical outlet EEE
3 | desktop computer R RN, &N
4 | Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) MAHF B
5 palm-top computer ¥ A

BESES

1. AR
(1) sothat 5 so...that

so that B —MAH, BEE “H, AL

Today, computers are much more powerful and less expensive than before, and the ability to
connect with other computers is developed, so that more and more job involves a computer. (38 4
B, #1147

so...that 1, so XoR “FBA4, WH”, that 5| F—PMA.

They are so important in our lives today that without them, our world as we know it would
come to a sudden halt. (38 1 B, & 347)



TH R LA B 7
He is so fat that he cannot get through the hole. flBEE 45 AT AR .
He is fat, so that he cannot get through the hole. flff, ATLLEEARIT HANA.
(2) BERAMEBREBRER
FEFER, MAREYHIT R AR, REARFAN RS . WREREGT TR
TRFECEIRUT s ARS8 — A S I EL B S AT BN BE 3R] “than”, %0 A pingpong is smaller
than a basketball. BT LM AFAE. FlU0: 1haven't got a larger dress.
FER L B R AN B = R A AL 0 T
® KX IR LN IR R R E R E I F-er, H#: small-smaller, large-
larger.
® HEFEMETT, UWHELRMWETP, NEHEFH, RSM-er, H: bothotter,
big-bigger.
® FELl.yHRIMMNEWHER, MR yWHE - MEEFER, BB R ER
-y K-, SRIENN-er, BRI pretty-prettier.
& MTEEWKHAEA, B more(H lessy+ AT EH, FIf: more powerful, less
expensive.
® MTEAmY, BERERFAREEEM Lest, FMNERESREFAZNENEE
1] the”, 4 : This is the largest in the shop. I am the youngest in the class. He is the tallest
policeman I have ever seen. % & 11217 Fi most+ T B A B XM BB = 4% .
® i WL KNI AR AL,
little-less-least many-more-most much-more-most
well-better-best good-better-best bad-worse-worst
far-farther-farthest far-further-furthest
difficult-more difficult-the most difficult
WXPHAEGT:
However, it is much smaller and more expensive. (5 3 B, % 7 17)
The PDA (Personal Digital Assistant), also known as a palm-top computer, is even smaller
than the notebook computer. (38 3 B, % 11 47)
The minicomputers are larger than microcomputers and basically have the same capabilities.
B3B8, #®1517)
The supercomputers are the largest and fastest computers. (3% 3 B, % 22 47)
The processing speed is much faster than any other types of computer. (38 3 B, % 23 17)
Today, computers are much more powerful and less expensive than before, and the ability to
connect with other computers is developed, so that more and more job involves a computer. (3 4
B, %147)
2. AREXMEEAR
(1) RIUH RIUARE: computer, microcomputer, notebook computer, PDA, minicomputer,
mainframe computer, supercomputer %5

(2) WHEHREABS



(3) WHHB A& E
(4) THEYLEEHIR TR

Fa%3]
1 EFHEETEREHE, AR SR ETCES.

(1) According to the text, are so important in our lives today that without
them, our world as we know it would come to a sudden halt.

(2) According to the text, is an electronic machine that
data, data, data, and aresult.

(3) According to the text, computer can in many dull, time-consuming
works.

(4) According to the text, a computer can perform many different tasks, such as

’ s

(5) According to the text, computers are used most in ,

b 1 ki £ ] etc .

(6) According to the text, computers are classified by their ,

and

(7> According to the text, the is portable and can run on power from an

electrical outlet or batteries.
2. FoH THATHIEEGH, FEHENREMIGERE.
(1) The microcomputer, also called a personal computer (or PC) or desktop computer, is the
type of computer used at home or at the office by one person.

(2) The notebook computer is portable and can run on power from an electrical outlet or
batteries.

(3) The Personal Digital Assistant, also known as a palm-top computer, has limited
capabilities and may lack traditional components such as the keyboard.

(4) The minicomputers are suited if there are many users and large amounts of data.

(5) The mainframe computers are used for centralized storage, processing, and management
of very large amounts of data.




(6) The supercomputers are used to process tremendous volumes of data.

(7) I hope someday the computers can be powerful and inexpensive enough that computers
will replace us human being in any dull, time-consuming tasks.

3. EHBGERE THATFHEE.
(D) WEHTEER 20 HLBZXRWHRH.

(2) WHENLEEBATF SRR, AR SR AR T,

(3) MRIWAR/D EERARTTUIETEN S BRI B

(4) NFARBKTTEYES ARM TEEXR.

(5) BidA s THH, I EWDEA B ITE.

4. FETHAMRE LS HHEBURCAIR A,
eP;

(2

(3

4

5. BRTGETHR T IEX,
(1) Define a computer.
(2) Compare the various types of computers.
(3) Tell the usage of computers.
(4) Describe the future of computers.

6. HE,



