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It was just in the time when the people of the whole world was going to step into a new century, the New China
was going to be on her 50th birth day. On October 1st, 1999, the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the
establishment of the People’s Republic of China, which would be attended by all-walks of the capital people, was
ceremoniously held in Beijing.

In this royal celebration, a sturdy and solemn parade was held and 17 afoot phalanxes of the army, navy, air
force, the people’s armed policemen, reservist, posse men, 3 chariot phalanxes from the army, navy, air force, as
well as 10 aero-echelons from the army, navy, air force were reviewed. It is an unprecedented grand parade in
the century.

Parades, which usually take place on the occasions when being on important holidays, meeting or seeing off the
state guests, army going out for battles or coming back with triumph, is one of imposing celebrations for reviewing
the national armed forces. Parades may be divided into parade and march-past. The parade on our national
day is one of important activities of the celebration in order to make it more passionate and grandeur, exhibit
our achievement in our national defense and army constructions, make the celebration more sturdy, glorify our
army power, as well as inspire the morale of our army and the national citizens.

This, what we call it “the century parade”, is the scale-largest military reviewing activity in the past 50 years,
with the highest mechanization and most advanced weapons. On the ground, 11,000 soldiers of army, navy, air
force, armed policemen, posse men and reservist and a steel phalanx of 441armed cars, missile trucks and
artilleries passed, with the infuriation of the military music, through the Tian An Men Square. While in the sky,
a total of 132 air fighters of 9 different kinds and 15 types, which had taken off from the 7 airdromes, flied over
Tian An Men. With such a grand and powerful scene, it does make every Chinese to be inspired and proud of.

This century parade has shown the fresh morale in the new times of our martial, civilized and triumphal army,
the great achievement of our army in its revolution, modernization and formalization, as well as the tough
resolution and power of our army in their defending our national safety and consolidation, promoting the world
peace and development.

In the past 100 year history, the imperialist armed forces of 8-country alliance had triumphantly marched
through the Tian An Men Square when they had occupied Beijing, and then the Japanese invaders had broken
Tian An Men gate with their savage power. It is the people’s force led by the Chinese Communist Party, who
made her self the pioneer in the course of liberating our nation, beat all the enemies home and abroad, and gave
a new birth of our motherland.

Half century has passed, and we Chinese nation has already proudly lined among the world nations. China is
getting well off and stronger. By reviewing the past 50-year history, the billions of the Chinese people would
heartedly admire the Chinese Communist Party and their motherland.

Just as it was reviewed by Chairman Mao Ze Dong 50 years before and by Comrade Den Xiao Ping 15 years
before, the reviewing the people’s forces by Chairman Jiang Ze Mim on today’s national holiday celebration
exhibits the army staff’s unparalleled truth to the party, motherland, the people and socialism. On the other
hand, the review, which has shown our party and state leader’s cares on our army construction, is a great
inspiration and encouragement to the whole staff of our army, who will, with a fresher spirit, by inheriting
Chairman Mao and Comrade Den Xiao Ping’s philosophy on the army construction in the new times and in
accordance with Comrade Jiang Ze Min’s general requirement on the army construction, speed up their steps of
our army’s constructions in revolution, modernization and formalization, and combatively and vigorously march
into the new century.

The celebration passed away, but the parade scene that inspired the billion people’s hearts will never dilute off
from the people’s mind.

Today, we bring this pictorial “The Century Parade” before the readers for the purpose to playback the brilliant
shots of that great historical time, and make it as a permanent recollection. We believe that the publishing of
this pictorial will be an inspiration and encouragement to the whole army staff who are engaged in army
construction of revolution, modernization and formalization, as well as to the whole national people who are
now struggling without interval for the four-modernizations. Whenever they hold the pictorial in their hands,
it will remind them of the great event in the 20th century, and motivate their proud of our motherland and army.
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Editorial Committee of Pictorial
{GRAND PARADE OF THE CENTURY):

Director of Editorial Committee: Jia Mingzhu

Members of Editorial Committee: Fan Xifeng, Chen Liren
Li Peiyi, Zhang Weicheng
Cheng Gengxin

Chief Editor:  Li Peiy1
Executive Editor: Zhang Weicheng

Composer: Cheng Gengxin

Format Design: Yuan Xuejun

Ornament Design: L1 Gang

Editing Affair: Zheng Yuewen

Translated by: Translation office of Shixinda Co.
Producer: Computer Office of Great Wall Publishing House
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THE PICTORIAL SERVES AS A MEMENTO OF THE
GRAND AND MAGNIFICENT PARADE OF THE CHINA’S NATIONAL DAY
CELEBRATION IN THE 20th CENTURY
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A GRAND PARADE OF THE CENTURY
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EXHIBITION
THE GREAT ACHIEVEMENT OF REVOLUTION MODERNIZATION
AND FORMALIZATION OF CHINESE ARMY
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EXHIBITION
FRESH SPIRIT OF OUR MARTIAL, CIVILIZED AND
TRIUMPHAL ARMY
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EXHIBITION
OUR ARMY’' S STAUNCH DETERMINATION AND FORCEFUL POWER OF
MAINTAINING SAFETY AND UNITY OF OUR MOTHERLAND AND
PROMOTING PEACE AND DEVELOPMENT OF WORLD
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October 1Ist, 1999, 1t 1s an
impressive date.

Tian An Men Square, is a divine place.

This grand date connects with a
series of glittery numbers of
such as the 50th anniversary
birthday of the republic, 20-year
history of China’s opening and
reform, and the date when the
Chinese people will march into
the 2000 century ......

This divine place connects with a lot
of glorious places of Yanan, the opened
Shenzhen, the coming back of Hong
Kong and Macao ,whick will come
back to the motherland ......

500,000 people are cheering the
victories in the past 50 years, the

50 salutes is singing for the
triumph in the past 5 decades, 50,
000 pigeons represents the
country’s advancement in the 50
years, and the 50,000 colored
balloons reflects the 50 year glory.

The hearted words form the 3rd
generation of the state leaders 1s
the statement of today’s China,
which relieves the history and the
history creators, summons the
future and the future pioneers.

We are happy and proud to
celebrate the victories 1n the past
50 years today.

We will start our new march
tomorrow, and we will create
more world striking
magnificence.
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