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Foreword

Water from faraway rivers and brooks turns into swift torrent at abrupt cliffs,
thus creating a majestic grandeur composed of torrential waves, water bloom and
mist accompanied with roaring sound. It creates airy-fairy colorful rainbows,
resulting in a unique visual and auditory shock. This is a unique waterscape cre-
ated by the unequalled force of nature which adds color to man’s living space.

Located in Bouyei-Miao Autonomous County of Zhenning, Anshun City,
Guizhou Province, the 74m-high and 8 1m-wide Huangguoshu Waterfall ranks
number one in China in terms of overall strength and represents the only world-
class waterfall in China. Since ancient times, its incomparable reputation has
won admiration from many people, including learned men, poets, painters,
photographers, musicians, tourists and roamers.

Huangguoshu Waterfall is a karst waterfall. Corrosion and erosion by water
flow has created a 134m-long rare waterfall cave in cliffs. Water Curtain Cave in
“West Travelogue”, a mythological novel in ancient China, can find some clue
here. Here, people can talk to and kiss waterfall at zero distance, personally expe-
rience true muscularity and feel its eternal yearning for life.

Undoubtedly, the first person to discover Huangguoshu Waterfall and rec-
ommend it to the world is Xu Xiake (during the latter half of the Ming Dynasty),
the greatest geographer, tourist and travelogue writer. In the eleventh year of
Emperor Chongzhen in Ming Dynasty (1683), Xu Xiake accidentally discovered
this marvelous spectacle on Baishui River on his tour to Baipan River. To his
great surprise, he found out there lived a large family clan by the waterfall. There
are 18 waterfalls of different sizes and styles around Huangguoshu Waterfall along
the Baishui River, known as “Three Tiers, Nine Steps and Eighteen Flying
Waterfalls”. Therefore, Huangguoshu is worthy of the name “Land of Waterfalls
in China”.

If Huangguoshu exists as a waterfall group alone, it may lack something as
a national scenic spot. On the contrary, Huangguoshu has many other spectacles
to intensify its grandeur. Taking Baishui River as the mainstream and interwoven
with multiple valleys and rivers such as Wanger River, Baling River, Sancha
River and Dabang River, the Baipan River valley on the Guizhou Plateau almost
integrates all the contents in natural scenery. For example, Tianxingqiao Bonsai
Stone Forest is located above underground rivers and looks like a unique natural
maze; At the foot of Lianhua Peak, there are two shortest rivers in the world
without heads and tails, which conceal two cave spectacles such as Guanyin Cave
and Dragon Palace at the upstream and downstream. As an artificial scenery,
many artificial spectacles create a poetry-like colorful folk scroll. These include
Huashi Sentry Post, known as natural museum for Bouyei Nationality in China;
Langgong Bouyei Village on the bank of Dabang River; Stone Fortress, known
as land of wax printing in Guizhou; bizarre nationality costumes; unique residen-
tial architecture; simple folk customs; military outposts in Xixiu District of Anshun
as well as Pingba County and Zhenning County; a special Han nationality group
maintaining Ming lifestyle six hundred years ago.

Huangguoshu, a faraway story.

Huangguoshu, a beautiful legend.
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The only waterfall in the world that
can be viewed upward, downward,

.

frontward, rearward, leftward and

rightward.
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Swift torrent rushing down from
sky, creating thunderbolt-like roar
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Rushing down precipitous cliff and creating powerful waves and engulfing mist
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grand and majestic.”
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Doupotang Waterfall: One kilometer from
Huangguoshu Waterfall, Doupotang Waterfall is

21m high and 105m wide, serving as the widest

waterfall of all waterfalls.

Fel 4 214 @< S 2

12
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