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1. Amazon lists for July 2001 revealed 256 items for Le Corbusier
and 109 for Mies, but only 20 for Mendelsohn and 17 for Taut.
Furthermore, among the Mendelsohn and Taut volumes cited,
only six of the former and one of the latter were in print and
readily available.
2. Most general histories can afford only one image of each
building-no plan, no context-and refer briefly only to the special
aspect of its architecture that concerns their argument.
Pevsner's Floneers(Pevsner 1960)is typical. This is not to deny
the considerable difficulty of illustrating buildings adequately in
print, even given the required number of pages.
3. Strachey, Lytton Eminent Victorians, Penguin,
Harmondsworth 1948, p. 6.
4. |bid. .
5. Clifford Geertz, Found in Transiation, included in Geertz 1983,
pp. 36-54.
6. Ibid p. 19.
7. They are also white and male, from bourgeois westem society
etc. | am well aware that here | am only modifying the existing
history of heroes, whose structure and basis is questionable.
Buildings can equally be read as the more general product of
society, in terms of typologies etc. and such readings provide
both a valuable alternative view and a corrective to narratives
purely about creative individuals.Even so, bodies of work by
particular artists do make readily definable subject areas, and
the reader readily identifies with them by imagining him/herself
in that position.

| regret the absence of women architects in the book but feel
that it would not have helped to elevate a token figure for the
sake of a balance that even then would have remained lopsided.
Women are of course no less capable than men, and attempts
have been made to rehabilitate such talented figures as Eileen
Gray and Lillly Reich, but unfortunately there is not much extant
work as they were not able to build much. Women now find
some success in a still male-dominated profession, but it was
difficult, if not impossible, in the early 20th century for them to
reach the status needed to command the huge budgets required
for buildings. Unlike literature or painting, architecture is not an
art that one can pursue effectively on one’s own, except in
drawings-and then it becomes almost another medium. Built
architecture requires not only talent but credibility, good political
circumstances, windows of opportunity,and even then
considerable luck. Indeed, the careers of most of the architects
described in these pages were full of disappointments and
unrealised projects. What is more, experience of building tends
to extend the sensibilities of architects, changing the nature of
their production, so there is no knowing how a talent might have
developed given more opportunity for realisation.
8. Philip Johnson wrote in 1947 that the Weissenhofsiedlung
was ‘the most important group of buildings in the history of
modem architecturé , and that it demonstrated how the various
tendencies had ‘merged into single strean, quoted in Pommer
& Otto 1991, p. 2.
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