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ACatchin it

This metaphor is perhaps from fishing
and hunting, both employing such hidden
tricks as bait, trap, etc. aiming at a catch.
The “catch” referred to is a hidden or tricky
condition. And the phrase is used to refer to a
concealed trick in an apparently generous and
advantageous offer.
oIf the goods are really they said to be, no
firm could possibly, afford to sell them at
that price; there’s a catch in it somewhere.

o The house is for sale very cheaply; there
must be a catch in it somewhere.

A Dark Horse

This colloquial term was first used in
horse race, referring to an unexpected winner
previously supposed to have little chance. The
word “dark” here has little to do with the
colour of the coat or hair of the horse. It
means hidden, secret, not easily understood,
hard to make clear or obscure; therefore, the
extednded meaing of the term is of somebody,
who is secretive or unusually reserved about
his feelings, activities, plans, skills or abili-
ty.
olt seemed a funny thing to say, and espe-

cially after all these years. Of course, she
always is a dark horse.
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