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Abstract

Thesis Abstract: This thesis consists of four parts: chapter
of Prologue, chapter of study, chapter of Materials and chapter
of Appendix. The chapter of Prologue discusses the object of
study, methodology, theoretical principles and problems to be
solved. The chapter of Study is mainly concerned with three
questions. (1) It tries to lay out the actual and informational
conception of time and space that is involved or may be involved
in the generation and evolution the Mongolian epic. (2) It dis-
cusses laws that govern the generation and evolution of the Mon-
golian epic and presents them in three statements. Firstly the
generation and evolution of the Mongolian epic are viewed as a
process of introspection that is oriented to the return of native
culture. The more distant it moves away from the native culture,
the stronger the desire to return, Consequently, a circle of enclo-
sure is formed. Secondly the generation and evolution of the
Mongolian epic are a process of making choice from various kinds
of human cultural information, centering around one theme and
relying on two mechanisms. Thirdly the Mongolian epic is al-
ways generated in two forms of time and space: actual and infor-
mational, which make it become more and more transitional and
localized. (3) It explores the ways that the Mongolian epic exits
and evolves. As a dynamic, constantly changing and evolving
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process, the Mongolian epic exits in the exchange between sing-
ers and the audience and is living on the profound level of popular
culture, It is characterized by its receptive and reproductive func-
tions. The receptive function is realized in two aspects; the bi—
directional receptive function of the receivers who have double i-
dentity and the eternal gap in the epic itself. The reproductive
function also has two realizations: interpretive reproductive func-
tion and evaluative reproduction function, which is the fourth
step in the generation of the epic. Therefore, the Mongolian epic
exits in the four—step, three—level process of the epic genera-
tion and evolution. The chapter of Materials describes and pro-
vides analysis for two epics, aiming to throw light on the syn-
chronic and diachronic laws in the evolution of the epic. The sig-
nificance of materials does not lie in their universality, but in
their comparability. The chapter of Appendix lists the major ref-

erences.
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