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Extinction Surge

AT . AT

Recently a red monkey from the forests of West
Africa was officially declared extinct — wiped off the
planet as the first documented primate extinction
since the 1700s. That may seem troubling, but even
more worrisome, scientists say, is the swelling tidal
wave of extinction that lies in the future. In fact,
research indicates that at least one-fifth of the 608
species of primates that have evolved over millions of
years could soon disappear. Although the situation is
dire for a large portion of primates, scientists say they
have learned that many species can be surprisingly
resilient. Although small gene-pools can leave animals
vulnerable to disease because of inbreeding,
endangered species are not always doomed. As an
expert in this field said, “As long as there is survival of
a few individuals somewhere, and as long as humans
leave them alone, they’ll often come back, often quite
rapidly. A little protection can go a long way.”

One of the 25 most
endangered primates,
a golden lion
tamarin perches on a
tree in Brazil.
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