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Passage 1

When Joe Bates was twelve years old, he lost interest in school.
He stopped listening in his classes. Some of his teachers began to con-
sider him a problem.

But a few of Joe’s teachers thought that Joe might have lost inter-
est in schoolwork because he already understood it. They proposed
that Joe try taking a university class in computer science. Joe did. He
was the best student in the class. Later tests showed that his intelli-
gence and knowledge were far greater than most children of his age.
He entered the university when he was thirteen, about four years earli-
er than most children. And by the time he was in his early twenties,
Joe was teaching computer science at a university.

Joe’s story shows what can happen when a child’s unusual ability
is recognized. Sadly, however, not all gifted children get this recogni-
tion. And educational experts say unusually gifted children may waste
their abilities if they do not get help to develop them.

Studies show that almost twenty percent of the students who fail to
complete high school in the United States are gifted children.

This is because gifted children can have special problems as well
as special abilities. Teachers may not recognize their abilities, or may
not know how to keep them interested. Or they may consider such
students to be trouble-makers or rebels. Gifted children may feel lone-
ly or different because they do not know other children who share their

interests.



Educators say there are more than two million gifted children in
the United States today. But they say fewer than half are taking part in
special education programs designed for them.

So, around the country, parents, educators and business leaders
have formed groups to create and support programs for the gifted.
There also is a national organization to support such programs.

One of the most successful programs is held every summer at John
Hopkins University in the state of Maryland, where Joe Bates went to
school. It started in 1980 when educators saw that there must be many
children like Joe.

At first, only 100 children took part, now more than 1,000 chil-
dren between the ages of nine and sixteen are students in the summer
program.

The John Hopkins program provides studies in math and sci-
ence. It also has classes for children with unusual ability in language
and writing. The children study.the same subject every day for sever-
al weeks. It could be biology, or history, or English literature. In
those few weeks, they learn as much as in a normal nine-month
school year.

William Durden, the director says the program succeeds because
it permits children to make progress more quickly than in a traditional

program. And the children get to meet others like themselves.
Multiple-choice Exercises:

1. Joe Bates stopped listening in his classes because
A. he lost interest in school
B. he hated those teachers who considered him a problem
4.



C. he had already understood what he was taught
D. he wanted to take a university class
2. When a child’s unusual ability is recognized,
A. he can do whatever he likes
B. he will no longer be considered to be a trouble-maker or rebel
C. he may make more success than most children of his age
D. he will certainly take part in a special education program
3. According to the passage, the most important thing is

A. to recognize and develop gifted children’s unusual abilities
B. to design and support special education programs for gifted
children
C. to help gifted children get to meet others who share their inter-
ests
D. to encourage gifted children instead of treating them as a prob-
‘ lem when they lose interest in school
4. Quite some gifted students fail to complete high school in the Unit-
ed States because
A. they take part in traditional education programs
B. their unusual abilities are not recognized
C. their teachers don’t know how to keep them interested in
schoolwork
D. they have special problems A
5. Which of the following statements is true of the John Hopkins pro-
gram?
A. The John Hopkins program provides studies in math and sci-
ence, but a normal school doesn’.
B. Gifted children can learn as much in the John Hopkins program
-5



as in a normal school within nine months.
C. The John Hopkins program permits gifted children to learn at
their own speed.

D. Joe Bates once took part in the John Hopkins program.

Passage 2

Do you like to learn about what is in the world around you? Do
you often notice things that yoyr friends don’t notice? When you be-
come interested in something, do you ask people about it and read
books about it? Do you sometimes do experiments to find answers? If
so, then you think in much the same way that a scientist thinks.

In school and at home you will no doubt read about scientific dis-
coveries. In school you may be asked to give oral reports on what you
have read, or you may be required to carry out experiments. I you
are to do such work successfully, you must become a better reader in
the field of science.

Are there any good ways to help 'you read science then? Let’s
consider each of the four rules that you should follow.

1. KEEP YOUR MIND ON WHAT YOU ARE READING. Surely
no one can successfully read a science article or a science textbook and
think of other things. You should always keep your mind on what you
are doing. Many a car has run through a stop light because a careless
driver was thinking of something besides his driving. Many a word is
misspelled because the one who wrote it was thinking of something be-
sides spelling. The same thing is true of reading. If yofi think of noth-

.6



ing else while you are reading, you will become a better reader.

2. KNOW WHY YOU READ. The chapter titles and the center
heads in science texts are usually worded in such a way that they
arouse your curiosity and make you want to read. They often tell you
what you are going to read about and why you should read. The ques-
tions sometimes found at the beginnings of the chapters guide you to-
ward the information you want. Knowing why you read will help you
become a better reader in science.

3. KNOW THE MEANING AND THE PRONUNCIATION OF
EVERY WORD. One unknown word can keep you from understanding
what you read. Mispronounced words can keep you from making a
good oral report. Through the use of context' clues, word structure
rules, and the glossary’ in your science book you can discover the
meaning and the pronunciation of most words in the text. If a word is
not in the glossary, use the dictionary.

4. FIT YOUR SPEED TO YOUR NEEDS. To get all the impor-
tant information from your science book, you must read slowly and
carefully. Directions for experiments demand especially careful read-
ing. If you misread them, the experiment may fail, and you may

reach wrong conclusions.
Notes

1. context /'kpntekst/ n. T
2. glossary /'glpsar1/ n. A%



Multiple-choice Exercises .

1. The first paragraph tells of all of the following fine qualities of a
scientist except
A. curiosity
B. self-confidence
C. powerful observation

- D. an eager desire for knowledge

2. According to the passage, helps you most to read a

science book successfully.

A. fitting your reading speed to your needs

B. keeping your mind on what you are reading

C. reading titles and sideheads carefully

D. knowing how to discover the meaning of unknown words

3. Which of the following may not keep you from understanding what

you read?

A. Careless reading.

B. Unknown words.

C. Mispronounced words.

D. Misreading titles and center heads.

4. If a word that has one more meaning keeps you from understanding
what you read, you had better decide which meaning the word has
through the use of
A. a dictionary B. pronunciation
C. context clues D. word structure rules

5. This passage is about how to
A. make scientific discoveries
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B. carry out experiments
L. read science books or science articles

D. get important information from books

Passage 3

A number of schools in Toronto are using volunteers to offer serv-
ices to students. This has come under attack by certain laid-off work-
ers. They are afraid that the volunteers will take their places and there
won’t be a chance for them to go back to work later.

Last winter some schools were forced to cut library clerks in order
to save money. “We let them go for lack of money,” said Frank Bobe-
sich, headmaster of Roland School. “It’s not that we’re using the vol-
unteers to replace them. But the fact is that we must keep the library
open for the students and without the required amount of money we
won’t be able to have paid clerks. ”

“It’s very simple, ”said another headmaster. “If the service is to
be offered, there has to be a job. ”

However, the trade union members don’t agree. They try to pro-
tect the jobs of their people. “Bringing in volunteers means to put
sticks in the wheels,” said one of them.

But it seems all the schools are looking for volunteers in the city.
“If everybody’s using volunteers, why not in our school?” said Mr
Bobesich.

Are people doing a bad job just because they serve as volunteers?
What is going to happen without their services?

.9.



Multiple-choice Exercises;

1. Some people the system of using volunteers in
schools.
A. criticize B. are afraid of
C. maintain D. protect

2. “Laid-off” workers are those who
A. leave their work undone
B. are fired by their bosses
C. have to leave their jobs for a period of time
D. have lost their jobs

3. The headmasters cut some library clerks because
A. they used some volunteers
B. they couldn’t get enough money from the government
C. libraries were not necessary
D. the clerks asked for more money

4. The trade union members thought that volunteers
A. were trying their best to help others
B. were making trouble to the laid-off workers
C. were protecting their jobs
D. were taking the place of the laid-off workers

Passage 4

Ought women to have the same rights as men? A hundred years
<10 -



ago, the answer in every country in the world would have been “No”.
If you had asked “Why not?” you would have been told that women
were weaker and less clever than men, and had worse characters.
Even now, towards the end of the Twentieth Century, there are many
countries where women are still treated almost like servants, or even
slaves.

It is certainly true that the average woman has weaker muscles
than the average man. Thousands of years ago, when men lived in
caves and hunted animals for food, strength of body was the most im-
portant thing, but now, in the Twentieth Century, brains are more im-
portant. Strength of body is still needed for a few kinds of work, but
the fact that such kinds of work are not well paid shows that the Twen-
tieth Century does not think that muscles are of very great importance.

What about women’s brains? Of course, in countries where girls
are not given so good an education as boys they know less. But in
countries where there is the same education for both, it has been
clearly shown that there is no difference at all between the brain of the
average woman and that of the average man. There have been women
judges in Turkey, women ministers in the British and American gov-
ernments and women University professors in many countries. And
among the greatest and strongest rulers of England were Queen Eliza-
beth and Queen Victoria.

But women can do one thing that men cannot; they can produce
children. Because they, and not men, do this, they usually love their
children more, and are better able to look after them, since they are
more patient and understanding with small children. For this reason,
many women are happier if they can stay at home .and look after their
house and family than if they go out and do the same work as men do.

<11 -



It is their own choice, and not the result of being less clever than

men.
Multiple-choice Exercises:

1. The best title for the passage is
A. Women’s Rights
B. Strong Points of Women
C. Cofnparing Men and Women
D. Outstanding Women in History
2. Many years ago, one might be told that women shouldn’t have the

same rights as men because women were thought to be

A. not so strong as men B. not as clever as men
C. inferior to men D. slower than men

3. Strength of body is not the most important thing now because
the kinds of work which need it are badly paid

A.
B. work that needs strength is no longer wanted
C. more and more work needs intelligence instead of muscles
D. human beings are weaker than they used to be
4. The writer mentions that women have been the following as well as
men except
A. judges B. leaders of the country
C. professors D. porters
5. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. If not given education, the girl will surely not know much.
B. Women are weaker than men in all respects.
C12



