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Forward

Spoken Chinese is a textbook compiled for foreigners, over-
seas Chinese, and foreign students who come to China to learn
Chinese. The aim of this textbook is to increase their ability to
express themselves in Chinese. Any student who has learned five
to six hundred Chinese words and a certain number of basic sen-
tence patterns can make good use of this textbook.

The textbook is divided into two volumes, 30 lessons in Vol.
I and 25 lessons in Vol. II. In Vol.I most of the texts deal with ev-
eryday life, while in Vol. II most of the texts are about scenic
spots and historical sites, Chinese culture and arts, and tradition-
al festivals and the customs of the Chinese people. Systematic
grammatical explanations have not been given in the textbook;
instead, basic grammar points and frequently used spoken lan-
guage patterns have been arranged into the texts and exercises in
a way designed according to the frequency of usage and the de-
gree of difficulty. It is expected that through practice the students
will be able to learn the language easily and finally be able to use
the language proficiently.

Each lesson consists of three parts: a text, a new—word list,
and exercises. The texts are all written in dialogue form. The sen-
tences in these dialogues are rather short, so that they can be easi-
ly read and conveniently used in everyday speaking. Most of the
new words are very often used in daily life. There are more than
six hundred words in Vol. I and about eight hundred in Vol. II
(not including proper nouns). The phonetic transcriptions of the

vocabulary are fundamentally in accordance with those in the



Modern Chinese Dictionary (Commercial Press, 1985). The exer-
cises are made up in such forms as dialogue, substitution, group-
ing, recasting, etc. All of the exercises are to be done orally. The
students will be able to do them quickly without spending much
time thinking them over. At the end of the book there is a vocab-
ulary index and a pattern exercise index all arranged in alphabeti-
cal order.

The textbook has been used by Beijing University and by
other universities and institutes both in China and abroad for a
- period of nine years. In this edition we have added some new ma-
terials and have also made proper revisions in the language.

The compilers of the textbooks are Zhao Yanjiao, Zhang
Qiwang, Zhao Yanwan, and Chen Ru.

The textbook has been checked and approved by Professor
Lin Tao.

The title of the book on the front cover was written by the
late Professor Wang Li.

The Authors
“April, 1988
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mdantian

lishi
youjil

- mingshéng

glji
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hdi
gudibude
laili
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fazhdn
qichc
buguo
chéngzhen

to have an informal
discussion

history
long, long—standing

scenic spots and
historical sites

please (used at the
end of a sentence,
showing a sugges—
tion)

sea

no wonder

past history, origin
to decide on

(a place)

as the capital

to appear, tocome
into being

so after all

to develop

at first, originally
only

city and town
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(%) ligong

(#&) yidai
(3h) jinxing
(3h) xigjian
(4) jichd
(&) dati
shang
(%) xing
chéng
#h) jinzhu

(%) tédidn
(%) chéngldu
(%) zhixian
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(#) zhongxin
08)
OB)

duichén
zhéng
(nén)
OF) xié
(%) hutong
(zh) sai

(nitmdo)

imperial palace
for short stays
away from the
capital
region, area
to go on, to carry out
to build

foundation

on the whole,
roughly, in general
to form

building, architecture;
to build

characteristic

gate tower

straight line

to take--for--

centre

symmetric

due (south)

oblique, slanting
lane, alley

to exceed, as
many as (the
hairs on an ox)
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Ji ancient name of
a place in the
southwest part

of Beijing
Yanjing Yanjing, an ancient
ftame for Beijing
Jinchdo the Jin Dynasty
(A.D.1115-A.D.1234)
Yudnchdo - the Yuan Dynasty
(A.D.1271-A.D.1368)
Dadu capital of China in
the Yuan Dynasty
Mingchdo the Ming Dynasty
(A.D.1368~A.D.1644)
Béiping former name for
Beijing
Ddashalanr Dashilar, a busy

street in Beijing
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