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Foreword

Yy & About the Author

Christopher Alexander Parsons, also known as Mr. Magic,
has been teaching in China since 1994. He has also been a TV
host on CETV and a radio DJ on CRI’s EZFM. Born in New
York, Professor Parsons left home at age 17 to travel the
world. Professor Parsons has studied Filmmaking at the
undergraduate level and Education in grad school. ~ His
adventures have taken him to diverse countries to teach, such
as Korea, Australia, Thailand, Japan, Canada, Britain and finally
his beloved China. Parsons is now fluent in Mandarin (so he
understands how difficult to learn a foreign language) and he
enjoys 'Tang Dynasty poetry, Beijing duck and the sorrowful
sounds of the Erhu.

Parsons has written over 20 textbooks for Chinese
English learners, including:

The Real American English series, Office English, 4
Modern English books, one book for New Oriental English, all
the Lightning English books, VCD’s materials, as well as
Mastering - the English Interview textbook and four books to
help Chinese learners do better on the TOEFL, TOPE and
IELTS tests.

Parsons, as Mr. Magic, has also written for, directed or
acted in, several educational and entertaining TV shows in
China. Those include, Tian Yi Shen Shuai, with Huang Lei,
Chinese Restaurant with Ying Da, Married Ten Years, New
Standard English, PEP English for Kids, the CBD TV drama
and many more.
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B 4W  About the Textbook

Believing that books can be as exciting as TV shows,
Parsons used all of his educational and entertainment
knowledge to craft My American Life. This useful textbook in
story form has five special traits.

1) An intriguing story line and plot. Many twists, turns and
surprises keep the story interesting, funny, fascinating and
educational. BTW, the story is based on real people from
Parsons’ life, including a real Chinese girl who bravely went
abroad by herself to find an intematjonal education and ended
up finding a new life, love and new ideas about herself. The
storyline aspect of the textbooks promotes memorizing of the
new words while facilitating fun. (Example: It is easier to
remember the vocabulary from the exciting scene where Jerry gets
beat up and robbed, then trying to remember the words used.)

2) Keeping it fresh. The Keeping it Fresh or FYI (For
Your Information) section tells it like it is. It describes common
mistakes, what NOT to do in certain situations, as well as
sharing how modern people really talk. In addition, it explains
the reasons for some seemingly strange customs. This will help
a Chinese English learner blend in while in America. It helps
the students belong, while understanding the often double
meanings of words. (Example: “He is bad,” can also mean “he is
great.” And “yeah” often means “no.” And “Same old, Same old”
is the original “So so0.”)

3) The practiced activities (Parsons has used these
successfully in class, so he knows they work) get the readers to
have as much fun as the characters in the stories. Also there
are Real Life Activities that get the students to really call
people on the phone and use only English. Other activities
instruct students on how to hold actual special holiday parties
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or Western style study groups. (Like a Halloween party, or a
study group at finals cram time.) Still other activities teach the
learners to write important documents step by étép, like CV’s,
business letters and application forms.

4) The well-planned lessons are scaled and built upon
each other. The lessons are set up from easy to harder, always
reusing new words from unit one in future units as normal
words. This built in review keeps the important vocabulary
fresh in the minds of the learners. Each lesson also contains a
useful Spoken Grammar section, chart and practice. Spoken
grammar is different than written grammar; it is in fact more
useful. This section also details the difference between similar
words. (Example: Probable, and possible, accept, except and so
on) You may even find some fun tongue twisters!

5) The most special of all traits is the fact that this
textbook covers real life situations. Parsons has lived these
cool stories, along with his real Chinese friends, and yes, his
real beautiful Chinese wife. Education should be fun, and must
be useful. There is nothing more useful than sharing what will
really happen at one’s first semester in America. This pre-
knowledge will help you prepare and plan for a productive
educational experience abroad. This textbook can also give you
the feeling of having been abroad even if you never go.

Have fun reading about love, life, education, personal
troubles and the triumphs of friendship.. Don’t forget to teach,
and learn from, your friends whenever possible.

Keep smiling,

Professor Parsons
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EXTEEFFELERAT , TLE-RERERLE, AHEK
FHRALVE EEBERMT/ETHSE, FHEOHARRE BRITEH#A
Shmt, R RIER ERHEE T . LA ERXHERT, RAETRA
PARLAT , B 3R B R WT Mk, B BISME R T IR TAE, Bk IR A48
FOEREE A Bk B SE 4 K ! R T AR, S TR A
FEBLG, BEARERA—®, TRRE %Y, —EFHEBH—
NWAMREE, BEk REVNT - IMEXERENIE, TR, BX
AAHIRF) T X HE,

kP EHE  REAABCHREWERNLERKET , RIME
HEHMRAE FEHE—RH HELKRAKEEPHKEESI—E
HoOBHTRIMWB%FEIRERCEENN, BRFZTRE BHALR
Bz, MAEREAS KU RBERNAERKORR, RE
REPTE I HRTFRA LRI E . RACHE R ) & EHEHRH— N %iE,
B EAR N A RIAZEE, 30k b 3 2) OFFICE
MAX— X EE® L X HMEME—KEIHR RETREMNG
A E XK BREES BERACELRE TRER KRR E OB
B, TERHMAER :“Hi, could you please tell me where can
find the rubber?” JEREANEERTIALSZNITTHAAEE K
BHCEN, RERBBEENFRNREEFER, —ROXTE.
“rubber, rubber, where can find the rubber?” 3 X jal fit , .0 B )
My CBERNE, bR ERTER, BRERE rubber, " BBBELAFHOT :
“We only sell the stationery here(Ef1XJLHREXR), "R
T, “BREMHEEARCHLE? "R . “yes, that’s correct, 1
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want to buy the stationery, I want to buy a rubber!” A E R E 4
VLB EREAHA REAL T . RINWAEESRTHEHIAZHA, R
REEHA, REXT—H. BIMrE2HELE-RHER. RUITE
¥, —if bR —i B . “If you write some words wrong on your
paper, what do you use to remove the words(ZERIR7E4K LB 44
FT B 4K FE#EYR)? ”“Ah! Eraser! I know, I know, eraser!”
BTEER EHRZSEMXAEHmN TR, B —EHT5R EAERR
kT gk, BE T, EH OFFICE MAX, .0 BARZERgN, . “HEE
B B A0 rubber "G 7 7 BI2EEL R AN B WS RAEE Julia U,
WREECLKBWEST MBI WER, ERIMNFAENEZFE, Julia
T RMKE, LEWMEE . “KRAE rubber EXE R AER
e "“BAARER? "R ZERIEARE LR, “BR—REE! "
Julia $EH TEBYATH L, RHETHEL AIR—DPHE
T EFFEMERPBEKENNBYE: “REE! REE! RE
REE! "HEREAE,

A -, WERABEZRRA, - UIHEWMZY G, KRBT —
HERA LSRN BEREMNMMLIILEER -UIHY, RRT
RIS R, RNEE, ROHX, XRE R BT, RER LB K
By RRFEIBIE T —% . MBI A 1 HOUR PHOTO(1 /hhd
REMHDERAE , RRAREZARAFENEBAF E4AR. BA2E
“wash picture” M, ZEHI#E ,wash X MANEERENAKERRA
oF. FICHET ,JE R A3 : “How can I help you, lady?” HF5ET,
HRERMAER Bk, R IVBER, -5 ALK A E)E R maE)
—#, FR—ERBRMBEALR, AERBAILEKN B : “You
want to develop the film, right?” “Yes, yes.” ?Jz,ﬁ',%[il%;
Develop film—p#ifF , X PMHAREAEZET .

ZAPERNFST  REATET TROTARESEM. WEHHFBRAT
EZEMEE . REU, HLRBEFARERB RS PEEEDERFE
R HAERMMHEFPEAE LR, RIT¥FIVEERREER L
WHRF, MARNEFRABEEL RN . BEERNTIFEZEOREZ,
HA RMNEEFR, REHERIANR? RITETHE, BRNLRAE
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