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PART I S
W UNDERSTANDING AND LEARNING

Section [A)

The Pursuit of Happiness

Background Information

1.

- R 4

constitution

The core of a nation’s national philosophy is usually expressed in its constitution. In some
countries, such as the United States, the nation’s political philosophy has been set down in a
single written document. In other countries, such as Great Britain, the substance of the nation’s
political philosophy consists of separate laws and judicial decisions made over hundreds of
years. Thus Great Britain’s “constitution” is simply all those laws and court opinions that are
still in force. Regardless of whether a country’s constitution is found in a single document or
in many, it is usually extended through interpretation, customs, and traditions.

To endure over a period of time, a written document must contain thought and language
so flexible as to be interpreted differently by succeeding generations to meet new governmen-
tal requirements, changes in social customs, and technological advances. This does not mean
that a particular principle stated in a constitution will be ignored when it is no longer needed.
It means the principle will simply be redefined to fit the new situations as they come into being.
For this reason, interpretation of a constitution is often as important as the formal document
itself.

The United States Constitution is a lean document that has been expanded substantially
both through judicial interpretation and political practice. As the oldest written constitution
in existence, it has proved well able to withstand the test of time.

There are 7 articles and 27 amendments in The Constitution of the United States of
America (Woll & Binstock 1984: 574). The full Constitution can be viewed at the following
addresses: http: //www.house.gov/Constitution/Constitution.html, http: //www.law.cornell.edu/constitu-
tion/constitution.overview.ntmi, http: //www. usconstitution.net.

. Jonathan Swift

Jonathan Swift (1667—1745) was an English satirist. Born in Ireland of English parents,
Swift lived a life that might almost be described as a continual flight from Ireland and a
constant return to it, as if the fugitive were impelled by an unalterable destiny. His greatest
disappointment was his failure to become a bishop in England and his being given, instead,
the deanship of St. Patrick’s Cathedral in Dublin.
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Swift attended Kilkenny Grammar School and Trinity College; he first left Ireland in
1688, and for most part of the 1690s he served as secretary to Sir William Temple at Moor
Park, Surrey, where he had time to read and to try his hand at writing. Resenting his dependent
status and distressed at his lack of advancement, he made his first return to Ireland in 1694,
and by being ordained in the Anglican Church laid the foundation for his final return to Dublin
as Dean Swift 20 years later. After an unsuccessful effort to marry an heiress with whom he
fell in love, Swift left Ireland again in 1696, for a second term with Temple at Moor Park. In
1699, Temple died, Swift went back to Ireland again with minor church appointments with
various visits to London. He began to write satirical prose during this second term, and in 1704
published The Battle of the Books, a mock-epic about the “quarrel of the ancients and the
moderns”; and A Tale of a Tub, a mixture of satirical essays and a narrative which burlesques
the historical development of the Christian sects. Here, he exhibits the keen insight and
develops the unusual objectivity that characterize so much of his work. From 1708 to 1714,
he made a continuous stay with an ecclesiastical mission and wrote with sharp irony on church
) questions. In the most brilliant period of his life he was the associate of the ministers of Oxford
and of such literary figures as Pope, Congreve, Gay, Parnell, etc. Yet the excitement and
promise of the period ended in anticlimax and disappointment: the Tories went into a decline,
\ and in 1714, Swift went back again to Ireland, and stayed in Dublin, with only a few visits to
England, for his final long Irish sojourn. During this period of his life, he reconciled with his
destiny, won the love of thé Irish, and did his most distinguished writing: A Modest Proposal
(1720), urging the Irish to solve their problems by raising children for the English food market,
one of the finest pieces of irony in English; Gulliver’s Travels (1726) makes highly original
use of fantasy to comment both on contemporary society and on the foibles and failures of
humanity in general. He wrote many other pamphlets on Irish affairs. His last years were less
happy. After 1739, when he was 72 years old, his infirmities cut him off from his duties as
dean, and from then on his social life dwindled. In 1742, guardians were appointed to
administer his affairs, and his last three years were spent in gloom and lethargy. But this dark
ending should not put his earlier life, so full of energy and humor, into a shadow. The writer
of the satires was a man in full control of great intellectual powers.
For further information, visit the following addresses: http: //www.accd.edu/sac/english/
bailey/swift.ntm, http: //65.107.211.206/previctorian/ swift/swiftov.htmi.

3. the Orient
The Orient may refer to the countries of Asia, especially of Eastern Asia. Oriental Studies
includes Japanese studies, Buddhism, Sinology, and so on. Take Sinology for example, in
Japan there are Tokyo School and Kyoto School, based respectively at the Chinese depart-
ments of Tokyo University and Kyoto University. Tokyo School emphasizes modernism,
although they also specialize in Dunhuang Studies, while Kyoto School attaches importance
to classicism, considering that the Sinologist elite is in their school. In the USA, the Yanjing
, Association in Harvard University offers great support to the study of Sinology around the
- world. In Europe, French Sinologists are remarkably active. What is the true value of
Sinology? It shows us the fact that Chinese culture is widely respected around the world. Now,
itis time we Chinese set our minds to take the responsibility of unearthing the precious treasure
buried in our inheritance. For further information, check the Encyclopaedia of the Orient by




visiting http: //www.i-cias. com/e.o/ Or http: //lexicorient.com/e.o/orient.ntm.

4. Henry David Thoreau

Thoreau (1817—1862) was not only a thinker, but also a practitioner of Transcenden-
talism, which exalted feeling over reason, individual expression over the restraints of law and
custom. He believed in the transcendence of oversoul, an all-pervading power for goodness
from which all things come and of which all things are a part. His main opinions may be
summarized as: 1) Man has the capacity of knowing truth intuitively or of attaining knowledge
transcending the reach of the senses. Man is a part of absolute good. 2) Nature is ennobling.
Man is better for being out in the woods or meadows. 3) There exists oversoul, so the
individual soul could reach God, without the help of churches and clergymen.

Thoreau is best remembered for Walden, or, Life in the Woods, published in 1854, In this
work, Thoreau expressed his scorn on the idea that one needs travelling far, and insisted that
the best traveling is done while staying at home, exploring the cosmography of the imagina-
tion. Thoreau said he was happiest alone, yet he was frequently in contact with the Concord-
Boston group that included Emerson, Fuller, Hawthorne, Alcott, and Ellery Channing. He |
made a special trip to New Jersey to meet Walt Whitman; he visited with others on his walks
through the woods and to the surrounding farms. He also got in touch with newspaper editors
and book publishers whom he tried to interest in his works, as well as with the men who
arranged his lecturing engagements that took him as far afield as Philadelphia and Bangor.
Thoreau lived so busy a life, filled with so many activities that kept him in almost constant
give-and-take with the everyday world, that it might seem surprising he had time for solitary
meditations on the simplified life dedicated to contemplating eternal and universal truths.
Thoreau’s health began to decline as early as 1855. In May 1862 he died of tuberculosis. Both
as aman and as a writer, Thoreau tried to convert the jagged connections of the world of human
society into the seamless cosmic whole of nature’s universe. He portrayed the aspirations of
our dual selves, which go to the bottom of ponds and to the heights of stars. Thoreau realized
the hazardous terms by which our duality comes into conjunction with the universe. We are
instructed to live in the moment, lest we fall outside the fateful rhythms set up for our lives.
We must be fully awake in order to escape the seep of the spirit into the dead weight of an
exclusively material system. We have to simplify the acts of our daily doings while relishing
the array of meanings that lie in the sacred “texts” found in the natural world. We are
encouraged to go to inner frontiers where facts are “confronted” — traveling far while
staying home.

Check out the website http: //www.eserver.ora/ thoreau/thoreau.htmi for more information
about Thoreau.

Detailed Study of the Text
L

1. The Pursuit of Happiness (the Title)
pursuit: n. the process of trying to achieve sth.: the act of chasing sb. or sth. in order to catch
them

The pursuit of profit is the only goal of their company. i8R FITER {12y FHHE— HER,
The hounds were in hot pursuit of a fox. ERIEEZIE— BIRE,
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2.

The right to pursue happiness is promised to Americans by the US Constitution, but no one

seems quite sure which way happiness runs. (Para.1)

Meaning: The US Constitution protects people’s right to happiness, but no one is quite sure
where to find happiness.

constitution: n. laws and principles according to which a state is governed

Great Britain has an unwritten constitution, while the United States has a written one. %< [

WISETE RN B SO, T 36 B I ZE B0 B SCHY .

. Jonathan Swift conceived of happiness as “the state of being well-deceived”, or of being “a

fool among idiots”, for Swift saw society as a land of false goals. (Para.1)

Meaning: Jonathan Swift thought that happiness was a state of being cheated without
realizing the fact, or of being a fool among other foolish people, for Swift saw
society as a land with false goals or empty dreams that could not be fulfilled.

conceive: v. form the idea of

Who first conceived the idea of filling bags with gas to make ballons? i & S |45

FE S BLILERAY?

conceive of... as: think of... as

Many city residents conceive of rural life as carefree and romantic. iF 3 & RAC S A

RGBT iRE,

Note: Do not confuse conceive with perceive: Conceive means to form or hold an idea. It

relies more on subjective thinking and internal factors. Perceive relies more on objective

observation and external factors such as sight or hearing. Compare:

The ancients conceived of the earth as flat. d7 A A AHbERE /Y,

I perceived that I could not make her change her mind. &k WA GEM kT + &,

idiot: n. a foolish or stupid person

No one is born an idiot. (& KAEREN .,

He is such an idiot that when a customer paid for a 3-dollar hamburger with a fiver, he returned

the customer 17 dollars. ft i+ B RIBIR., 5% M 5 £ 5044 3 BRI, MBHE

M| 17 £,

. Ttis, of course, un-American to think in terms of false goals. (Para. 2)

Meaning: Of course, it is un-American to consider empty dreams that cannot be realized.
in terms of: in relation to; with reference to

I’m thinking in terms of moving to a seaside city, as I prefer the moist air there. % 1F % J&
R —MEE T 2, BOARE SRR ERE =<,

No form of money has ever proved completely satisfactory in terms of providing a stable

measure of value. £ (53 FIUHE AL J5 18, A EM T HEXE 24 AHER.

. We do, however, seem to be dedicated to the idea of buying our way to happiness. (Para. 2)

Meaning: However, we do seem to devote our efforts to buy happiness.

dedicate: vt.

1) commit (oneself) to a particular course of thought or action; devote
He dedicated his life to finding a new medicine. {4 F ¥ —FF 5 mZEB T LAY
ﬁét_::o
The new President said she would dedicate herself to protecting the rights of the old and

the homeless. FTEFYL, WHFEH TR EF AN ETLK [ HERIAFI,



2) address or inscribe (a book, etc.) to another as a mark of respect or affection
He dedicated his first book to his mother. fth #2155 — A 5k 2A b BF 25 ,
The expert dedicates his new book to his teacher. XA E F R PR fth 2,

6. We shall all have made it to Heaven when we possess enough. (Para. 2)
Meaning: When we possess enough, we shall all be very successful.

3

. And at the same time the forces of American business are hugely dedicated to making us
deliberately unhappy. (Para. 3)
Meaning: At the same time American business uses all its forces it can to make us unhappy
on purpose.

8. Advertising is one of our major industries, and advertising exists not to satisfy desires but to
create them — and to create them faster than anyone’s budget can satisfy them. (Para. 3)
Meaning: Advertising is one of our major industries, and it does not work to satisfy but to

create our desires — and to create our desires faster than our income can satisfy
them.

O

. For that matter, our whole economy is based on addicting us to greed. (Para. 3)

Meaning: As for purchasing desire, our whole economy is built on the basis of making us
addicted to greed, or to the desire to buy.

for that matter: so far as that is concerned; as for that

He doesn’t trust his partner. For that matter I can’t blame him. A EEETEIEE, B

—RUL, BARETTEA.

For that matter, I would burn the mid-night oil to review whatever we have covered this

term. SRS, RESREL 1AL THNE.

addict: vz. (5 to 5 oneself to 3% Fl)devote or give (oneself) habitually or compulsively to

He became addicted to drugs. fh 2 |- 7355,

The children are addicted to computer games. BT B L - T A,

10. We are even told it is our patriotic duty to support the national economy by buying things.
(Para. 3)
Meaning: We are even told that if we love our country it is our duty to support the national
economy by buying things. :
patriotic: a. feeling a lot of love, respect, and duty towards one’s country
He is a patriotic overseas Chinese. fih & —{i7 & & et
They had a parade, marching up and down and singing patriotic songs. fthfi 1317 T 4T,
BTS2 E B
11.Look at any of the magazines that cater to women. (Para. 4)
cater: v.
1) (¢0) try to satisfy the wants or needs of
We should cater to the needs of the customers. ] Rz R R 1E R,
Some tabloid newspapers cater to low tastes. A B/ N A S ik |
2) provide food or entertainment
Besides serving individual customers, we also cater banquets and weddings. & T h#k%

IRS5 . BANEABEE S,
Who is catering your daughter’s wedding? AR 4 LAY IGE?
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12. There advertising begins as art and slogans in the front pages and ends as pills and therapy

in the back pages. (Para. 4)

Meaning: In the magazines catering to women, advertising begins in the front pages as art
and slogans to attract people, and in the back pages, it introduces medicine and
therapy.

slogan: n. a short phrase expressing a political or advertising message

He won reelection on the campaign slogan “He Kept Us Out of War”. fiil) “fhik 14

Fik&4” ATE D STRAERE,

They are beginning to feel that shouting slogans in reaction to pollution is not enough. ft{/’]

TR EUR 15 R 5 Qe A8

13. This, the sixteen-year-old figure she must display at forty, at fifty, at sixty, and forever.
(Para. 4)
Meaning: This sixteen-year-old figure is the shape that she must have at the age of forty, fifty,
sixty, and forever.

14. This is the harness into which Mother must strap herself in order to display that perfect figure.
(Para. 4)
Meaning: This is the close-fitting undergarment which Mother must wear in order to display
‘ her perfect figure.

15. This is the cream that restores skin, these are the tablets that melt away fat around the thighs,
and these are the pills of perpetual youth. (Para. 4)
Meaning: This cream can restore skin to youth, these tablets can reduce fat around the thighs,
and these pills can preserve everlasting youth.
tablet: n. a small hard round piece of medicine

A sleeping tablet can make him quiet. — [y ZZHR 25 HE(# fth K #h .
It was reported half a million fake sleeping tablets had been sold in the prev1ous nine months.

ks, EEEHITAEHREREA SO A

thigh: n. the top part of the human leg between the hip and the knee

His thigh was hurt in an accident. fbf) K IBGE— KB PZH T,

She sat there putting the baby on her thigh. #h 2 7E AR, R JLHKE AR L.

perpetual: a. lasting forever or for a long time

The two countries made a treaty of perpetual friendship. X B K EIT T kA KL
&%,

The widespread use of Singlish is a perpetual worry to the authorities in Singapore. F ik
RAERITHZERIR T KNI S ARy,

16. Clearly the happiness-market is not running out of customers, ... (Para. 5)
Meaning: Clearly there are customers buying happiness in the happiness-market, ...
run out of: use up; exhaust the supply of
His contract expires in July, and he is running out of time to prove that it is worth keeping.
ey &1R 7 AR, WA CAEBSEEAR, HRIALT,
He always runs out of his money before payday. fib & 2% %3] K3 Hine& Rl T,
17. Defining the meaning of “happiness” is a perplexing proposition: the best one can do is
to try to set some extremes to the idea and then work towards the middle. (Para. 6)
Meaning: It is a complex task to define the meaning of “happiness”: the best one can do
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is to try to set some extreme ways to define happiness and then take the middle road
in definition.
perplexing: a. feeling confused with uncertainty or doubt; complicated
We find it a perplexing problem. H 1% BLix &/~ 4 A & il /a] 5 .
It is perplexing why the family moved to such a cold place. ;X % A HH 2 5 L FEE
ey, HR4 AR,
proposition n. a problem or task; an uproved statement in which an opinion or judgment is
expressed
Writing a paper is a more difficult proposition. 5 3r B ¥ M — b
How do you think of my proposition? {Ri\ AHFRATEE ILE 2 kE?

To think of happiness as achieving superiority over others, living in a mansion made of
marble, having a wardrobe with hundreds of outfits, will do to set the greedy extreme.
(Para. 6)
Meaning: It will do to set the greedy extreme by thinking of happiness as achieving
advantage over others, living in a large marble house, having a wardrobe with
several hundred sets of clothing.
superiority: n.
1) the fact that one person or thing is better than another
The army has superiority over the enemy troops. X4 2\ BLA5 SHECERIME
Their vast superiority in speed would be easily outweighed by the high running costs.
EAVEEE SN E R RATRESH SRR ST ZER,

2) a way of thinking oneself better than others
Quite often, his sense of superiority makes him laugh at her opinions. e ek S 5
SEBERASE M IE .

mansion: n. a large house

This is a brewery magnate’s mansion built in 1900. ix & — By A = 7E 1900 FF Bt & 1y

E%,

Seated in the dining room at the mansion now, he is right where he seems to want to be.

BB FES AT B, X (LRI A b AR B A Yk 75

marble: n. a hard smooth stone, usu. white with dark lines that are not regular in shape, used

esp. in architecture and sculpture

There is a long marble counter and tricolor marble floor in the dining hall. &7 H—/~

WAHI R AAE 6 1= KB AT b,

It is a domed marble building, a slightly smaller copy of Washington’s Capitol. X & —/~

HETRTRERA BT, AL & A s/ — e SRR .

wardrobe: n. a tall cabinet, closet, or small room built to hold clothes

What shape is your wardrobe? {/REKHE A 2 T iy ?

He put his jacket in the wardrobe and sat watching TV. b AR L, SR G E8 T

XEEM,

_outfit: n. a set of clothes that are worn together

The football team were wearing orange outfits. ;x> 2 ERBA WA R E1E —EHER G
Ak,
She bought him a cowboy outfit. §#h43 fth L T —Z= (TR,
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To think of happiness as the joy of a holy man of India will do to set the spiritual extreme.

(Para. 6)

Meaning: It will do to set the spiritual extreme by thinking of happiness as the joy of a holy
man of India.

He sits completely still, contemplating the nature of reality, free even of his own body.
(Para. 6)

contemplate: v. think (about) carefully and at length; meditate on or ponder

The young surgeon contemplated the difficult kidney transplant operation. £ F#ISMFHEE
H B R X — TR B R,

We are contemplating a vacation in the US. I TIE% E A EE ER.

free of: untroubled or unspoilt by; without (sb. or sth. unwanted); safe from

This is a train free of smoking. X £ #H LI %,

This is a supplementary course free of charge. X & —{ 1R I T IREE

What is physical is trivial to him. (Para. 6)

Meaning: The physical aspect is not important to him.

trivial: a. of little significance or value

Trivial affairs took up much of her time. 3= 5 2% | #hfR ZHFA],

It’s not worth it getting angry over such trivial matters. 2AiX 6B H £ N ER .

To contemplate is his joy and he achieves complete mental focus through an incredibly

demanding discipline, the accomplishment of which is itself a joy to him. (Para. 6)

Meaning: It is his joy to think, and he achieves complete mental focus or meditation through
a very demanding discipline, and the accomplishment of such mental focus or
meditation is itself a joy to him.

And who will dare say it is more false than happiness paid for through an installment plan?

(Para. 7)

Meaning: One is happy in meditation into voidness, the other is happy in consuming
merchandise by installment paying over a fixed period of time, it is hard to say
which happiness is more false.

installment: n. one of a number of successive payments in settlement of a debt

We're paying for the car by monthly installments. $f 1#% A 5 BAFHE LR %

We kept up the installments on the house. F 14K R BT Bt 5r B 3K

installment plan: a system of payment for goods by which one pays small sums of money

regularly after receiving the goods

Americans acquired more private debt with the introduction of credit cards and installment

plans. 15 FH-Rfno WISk i, EERAR TELRIRABRS.

We are buying a house on installment plan. 3 {1044 $AFHEkE0 5 L BB 7.

Although the holy man’s concept of happiness may enjoy considerable prestige in the Orient,

I doubt the existence of such motionless happiness. (Para. 8)

Meaning: Although the holy man’s concept of happiness may be rather well-known in the
Orient, 1 doubt if such motionless happiness really exists.

prestige: n. the high reputation and respect that sb. or sth. has earned

The old universities of Oxford and Cambridge still have a lot of prestige. J7 #* f& A ff) 4=

REFSIFR AR EHIREHI R,



