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PREFACE #

PREFACE

As we enter a new century, characterised not only by sweeping fundamental challenges of new
opportunities but also by greatly increased risks, the need to foster a new spirit of international
cooperation has never been greater. As trade, economic and physical barriers among countries
have progressively fallen and as wealth has increased in some countries, poverty and misery

’

continue to be the lot for a large and growing segment of humanity.

We increasingly witness new challenges to the security and sustainability of the planet. One of
those challenges, environmental sustainability, is based on the realization that we can no longer
blindly trust in the regenerative capacity of ecosystems. The need to meet social demands,
address demographic pressures and poverty in developing countries, counterpoised against the
_excessive consumption in some developed countries, continues to provide the rationale for much
of the work of the United Nations.

UNEP’s Global Environment Outlook 2000 (GEO2000) report confirms in its findings that the
environmental crisis facing the humanity in the new millennium is a world threatened, either
because people have too much, or too little. The continued poverty of the majority of the planet’s
inhabitants and excessive consumption by the minority are the two major causes for
environmental degradation. “GE0O2000” concludes that the present course is unsustainable and
postponing action is no longer an option. However, no meaningful result can be envisaged
without both a reflection on the ethical implications of our plans of action and a moral urgency
for their implementation.

I am pleased to note that the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA) has taken
this timely initiative to face these challenges of the new millennium by promoting the teaching of
environmental ethics at the university level in the People’s Republic of China. Under the co-
ordination of SEPA, Nanjing University has made great efforts in finalising the university level
textbook on environmental ethics. UNEP is pleased to be of assistance in this important and
collaborative initiative.

It gives me great pleasure to see these books being launched on the occasion of the World
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Environment Day celebrations this year, which are being held in the city of Shenzhen on 5 June
2002. Exactly five years ago, on the occasion of the World Environment Day celebrations in
1997, the Seoul Declaration on Environmental Ethics was adopted, which provided the world
community a useful basis for a convergence between global environmental challenges and

priorities with local action and commitment.

We, at UNEP, view this convergence of ethical values and respect for the environment as an
inspiration for environmental actions today so that our succeeding generations may all be
beneficiaries of a healthy planet and a development that is sustainable. I urge all readers of this
important textbook, students and others, reflect deeply on this critical message of convergence
while reading this book.

Klaus Toepfer

UN Under Secretary General

and Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme
Nairobi, April 2002
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