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PREFACE

The Ford Foundation Environment and Development program in China
is concerned with the role of natural resources in poverty alleviation. Its partic-
ular focus is on the ways in which communities can (or cannot) benefit from
the forest resources they own or live nearby. The program support activities in
southwest China around two themes: (1) sustainable Community forestry and
(2) Minority Culture and Natural Assets. Under the second theme, the pro-
gram has supported research and exploration on the “traditional” system of for-
est management practiced by many of southwest China’s mountain-dwelling
ethnic minority groups. The current publication “practice and exploration of
indigenous knowledge” by He Pikun, He Jun, Wu Xunfeng, is a prime ex-
ample of this type of work. Based on profound theoretical understanding and
extensive fieldwork, it explores issues related to sacred landscapes and commu-
nity institutions. This work will be a valuable contribution to our understand-
ing of indigenous and traditional livelihood systems and their relation to na-

ture.

Hein Mallee
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