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Editor-in-chief's Note

During the last ten years, with the promotion of UNESCO and OECD as well as other
international organizations, many nations are paying more attention to the analysis in
educational policy and conducting various types of active cooperative research. In
Dec. of 1993, the State Education Commission, China sent the experts, Prof. Zhou
Nanzhao, deputy director of China National Institute of Educational Research ( CNI-
ER) and I, to participate in the Six-Nation Education Conference—Global Education
for the 21st Century held in University of Pennsylvania (UPenn, U.S. ). The partici-
pants of the conference are from the administrative departments and educational re-
search institutions of the six countries. China, U. S., Japan, Germany, Switzerland
and Singapore. At the conference the participants came to an agreement that the six
nations conducted a co-operation research on the educational priorities oriented in the
analysis of educational policy within a certain period of time. In 1994 the participants
from the six nations prepared for the Six-Nation Education Research Project, SNERP
for short. Each nation must choose chairing one sub-project and participating in one or
more sub-projects relevant to its own focus on educational policy and host a seminar
on the sub-project and the meeting of steering committee of SNERP. Graduate School
of Education (GSE) of UPenn took the whole coordination of SNERP.

Construction of educational indicator system is one of the foundational conditions for
scientific and democratic decision-making. In the process of setting up the project
great concerns were obtained by the international colleagues. National Center for Edu-
cation Development Research of China (NCEDR for short) , the institute for research
and consultation of educational policy at national level, based on the guideline made
by the State Education Commission then and organized the Chinese experts to prove
the project repeatedly. Finally China decided to join in SNERP and head the sub-pro-
ject Education Evaluation and Indicators. Through discussions the experts of Singa-
pore and U. S. participated in this project actively. Germany, Japan and Switzerland
did not participate in the sub-project due to the background differences of their ex-
perts. In addition, NCDER invited the institute for Higher Education Research, Peking
University and Education Research Office of Shanghai Municipal Commission of Edu-
cation to join the Pedagogical Processes in Language Education headed by Singapore
and the Higher Education headed by Japan. it was planned that Research Institute of



Vocational Education (MOE) and CNIER would join respectively VTE project headed
by Switzerland and project headed by Germany. But the plan did not come true due to
some reasons. Because China did not participate in'the TIMSS and did not have the
relevant data for comparison, China did not have experts joining in the sub-project
Mathematics and Science Education headed by U. S., though an expert from Hong

Kong did as individual.
Participation to SNERP Sub-Prajects (inc. offering the research data)

Sub-Project |China uU.S. Japan Germany Singapore Switzerland
( Institutions (NCEDR) (GSE,UPenn) | ( Research ( From (MOE and ( Federal
Responsible Institute for |Hamburg National Office for
for Coordinating) Higher University Institute of Professional
Education, to German Education of |Education
Hiroshima Rectors’ Nanyang and

University ) Conference) | Technological | Technology)
University )

1. Educational |In charge Participaht —_— —_— Participant |——
Evaluation
and Indicators

2. Higher Participant |Participant |In charge Participant | Participant |Participant
Education in part

3. Vocational |— Participant |Participant |—— Participant |In charge
Training and

Education

4. Math and |Participant |In charge Participant | Participant |Participant |Participant
Science in part in part
Education

5. Language |Participant |Participant |Participant |—— In charge Participant
Education in part in part

6. Education |——  — _— In charge, |—— _
and Economic but failure
Growth

Project team Education Evaluation and Indicators was launched in 1995. China, Sin-
gapore and U. S. organized their own project team respectively. NCEDR chaired the
project team (China) and | had been the team leader. The team members from NCE-
DR were Xiao Liping (deputy team leader and associate professor), Yang Xiuwen
(assistant professor responsible to translation), Dr. Yang Yinfu ( associate profes-
sor) and Yu Li (assistant professor). We invited Lin Zhihua ( division chief of Depart-
ment of Planning, MOE), Yu Jian (division chief of Education Management Informa-



tion Center, MOE), Dr. Meng Hongwei ( division chief of CNIER), Dr. Liu Yarong
( National Academy of Educational Administration), Mr. Cui Lianbin ( Beijing Normal
University) as well as more than ten experts (from State Statistics Bureau etc. ) to
joint the team. The experts of U. S. were Robert F. Boruch (double as advisor),
George Terhanian and Erling E. Boe from UPenn. All of them were the members of
the Advisory Council on Education Statistics. or National Center for Education Statis-
tics of U. S. Department of Education. The experts of Singapore were Lee Kam
Meng, Ng Wee Leng and Wee Heng Tin from Ministry of Education.

Through a cooperative research of eight years done by the experts in a more incom-
pact way, UPenn convened a winding-up conference in October of 2001. All of the fi-
nal reports of the sub-projects were presented by the institutions responsible for coor-
dinating except the one of Germany. The SNERP specially invited Professor Noel
McGinn of Harvard University made a summary comment on each final report of sub-
projects. According to the agreement of SNERP, each of the research reports will be
presented to the decision makers at high level in educational authority of each country,
particularly as references to the decision makers at national level, meanwhile issued to
the public in order to make the public better understand and participate in improving
education system.

In this case, the book both in Chinese and English version includes the final report of
the sub-project on Education Evaluation and Indicators which is headed by China and
the component reports to the final written by China, Singapore and U. S.. These re-
ports try to analyze the applied indicator system and evaluate education by an interna-
tional standard and method, and analyze how the national-level indicators reflect and
impact on the educational decision process in individual nation. It focuses on, first,
describing the contents and structure of national education indicators ; second, collec-
tion and analysis of national education indicator data; third, analyzing applications of
national education indicators in the process of educational policy-making. The project
team explores what indicators reflected in educational output which are concerned to
educational policy are used at a national level.

To help the readers know more about the other sub-projects, the book also includes
the summaries and comments on SNERP which have been coliected in ‘2002 Green
Paper on Education in China issued by NCEDR ( Educational Science Publishing
House, Beijing, 2002, pp.163 ~178). It also includes some selected translation work
issued by International Bureau of Education, UNESCO and some background materi-
als concerned. Hope those would be references to the officials of educational adminis-



tration, researchers, teachers and students in the field of educational policy and infor-
mation analysis as well as the persons from all circles who are interested.

On this occasion, on half of the China’s project team, | would express cordial thanks
to Prof. Hao Keming, the former director-general of NCEDR, who had given the pro-
ject a sustainable guidance and support, and to the experts, scholars and all of the re-
searchers from China, Singapore and U. S. as well as the domestic cooperative insti-
tutions. 1 would like to express my thanks to Dr. Susan H. Fuhrman, the Dean of
GSE, UPenn, Ms. Cheng Yan Davis, the Vice-Dean of GSE, UPenn, Prof. Boruch,
the technical adviser from UPenn, and Prof. Noel McGinn from Harvard University,
U.S. ,Ms. Michiko Tanaka, Chief, Publishing Section of UNESCO and Ms. Georgina
Almeida who authorized us to translate some parts of Confronting Future Challenges.
Educational Information, Research and Decision-Making,as well as the kind coordina-
tion by Mr. Zhai Jian-jun of the Permanent Delegation of P. R. China to UNESCO.
Hereby my colleagues and | would like to show our acknowledgement jointly to the De-
partment of International Cooperation and Exchange, MOE of China, that has been
providing necessary guide, coordination and great support to the project and Higher
Education Press that has provided great support and help in publishing the book.

Zhang Li
July 2003
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