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PREFACE

Guangdong Statistical Yearbook 2005 (abbreviation as the Yearbook below) is an
annual statistics publication, which reflects the conditions of national economic and social
development in Guangdong Province. It covers plenty of data in 2004 and some selected
major data series in historically important years since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China at provincial level and local levels of city, county and district.

The Yearbook contains two parts: Part One Outline and Part Two Statistics. It
includes the following 21 chapters, i.e. Administrative Division and Natural Resources,
General Survey, Main Indicators on the Factor Market, Population, Employment and
Wages, Investment in Fixed Assets, Production and Consumption of Energy, Government
Finance, Banking and Insurance, Price Indices, People’s Livelihood, Agriculture, Industry,
Construction, Transport, Postal and Telecommunication Services, Domestic Trade, Foreign
Trade and Tourism, Main Indicators on Education, Science, Technology and Culture,
Sports, Public Health, Social Welfare, Environment Protection and Others, Special Economic
Regions, Cities, Counties and Districts. Besides these, in the appendices of the Yearbook
are main economic indicators of some other provinces (municipality) in the mainland
and main statistics of Hong Kong and Macao Special Administrative Regions.

The data in the Yearbook are mainly obtained from regular statistical reports and
sample surveys conducted by the statistical bureaus of all levels of government. Some data
are collected from the departments of the central government and the provincial government.
Data in the appendices are compiled from statistical publications published by the
National Bureau of Statistics and other sources.

The First Economic Census was conducted in China on Dec.31, 2004. Due to the
late check of the data from the census, the 2004 data on industry, construction, real estate
development and domestic trade in the Yearbook refer to the figures from advance
reports to ensure the normal publication of the Yearbook.

The units of measurement used in the Yearbook are internationally standard
measurement units, except those on cultivated land and sown areas which are used in
“mu” in order to give consideration to the habit of using these data in China.

The method of the calculation of the average annual growth rates in the Yearbook
is horizontal method.

Notations used in the Yearbook:

“ " indicates that the figure is not large enough to be measured with the smallest
unit in the table;

“ # 7 indicates the major items of the total;

“(blank)” indicates that the data are not available;

“(D " indicates “see footnotes below” .

During the compilation of the Yearbook, we have received the support from some
related departments and units of the province. We express our thanks to all of them here.
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