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About the Author

Mr. Ma Bingjian, born in 1947, senior engineer, engaged more than 30 years, in the design,
construction, research, and teaching of ancient buildings with striking achievements and fruitful
writings. In 1983 Mr. Ma and his colleagues started publishing a journal named TRADITIONAL
CHINESE ARCHITECTURE AND GARDENS and has played an important part in the editing work
and made great contributions to the inheritance and advance of the Chinese architectural culture.
The landscape gardens designed by Mr. Ma can be found in many cities in China and other countries
and have been well received by visitors. His representative work THE BUILDING TECHNOLOGY OF THE
TIMBERWORK OF THE ANCIENT BUILDING IN CHINA is considered by Chinese and foreign scholars as the
monumental work on Chinese ancient architecture and has been rewarded many times. Mr. Ma is
now the director of the consultative department of the ancient building, No.2 House Building
Engineering Corporation of Beijing Municipality (Beijing Ancient Architectural Engineering Corporation)
and concurrently the vice—editor—in—chief of the editorial committee of the journal TRADITIONAL
CHINESE ARCHITECTURE AND GARDENS, the academic member of the Society of the History
of Architecture under China Society of Architecture, and member of the standing committee of

Traditional Landscape under the Society of Cultural Relics of China.
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Synopsis

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE QUADRANGLE IN BEIJING is an academic and technical
work based on the author many years of work on the research, design and
construction of the quadrangle. It covers the history, culture, pattern, fengshui
(localization), space, structure, design, fitting, decoration, protection and repair of
the quadrangle. It is a monograph on the quadrangle, comprehensive in content,
complete in the information about technology and art. Its statement is full and
accurate, easy to read, and it is richly illustrated with photos and drawings. The
appearance of this book will have great significance in the work on the inheritance,
and dissemination of Chinese architectural culture, the protection of the style and
reature of the ancient capital—Beijing, and the protection, research, development of
the quadrangle and other forms of traditional folk dwellings.

This book will be valuable to the departments in charge of the protection of
architectural relics, study on history of architecture, design and construction of
landscape gardens. Teachers and students of the architecture faculty in universities,
researchers on architecture at home and abroad, and investors of real estate, and

readers interested in ancient buildings, will benefit from this book as well.
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Preface

The siheyuan (quadrangle) is the main architectural form of dwelling houses where elder
Beijing inhabitants live from generation to generation and the paradigm of Chinese residential
buildings.

The quadrangle has a very long history. It took shape in the Shang-Zhou Periods(c.16th
century-256 B.C.). It appeared on a large scale as the principal dwelling in Beijing in the
Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368) and developed rigorously in the Ming and Qing Dynasties (1368-
1911).

The quadrangle has a living environment superior to any other forms of dwellings for
its central courtyard, spacious and convenient to live, high privacy and affinity fit for a
family to reside by itself.

The basic units of the quadrangle are the rooms in the east, west, south and north of
the quadrangle and the courtyard enclosed by the above-mentioned rooms. It can develop in
depth and on both sides, suitable for families of different sizes. The building pattern and
spatial composition of the quadrangle embody the order of a feudal family with the head of
the family as the core, and the quadrangle is the basic cell of the Chinese feudal society.

The quadrangle exhibits the traditional folk custom, the typical taste of Beijing inhabitants
and national style and local features.

The structure and technology of the quadrangle reflect the high level which the building
technology of folk houses has ever reached in China. The quadrangle is the vivid history of
technology of Chinese architecture.

The decoration of the quadrangle has high artistic value to view and admire. They
represent the brilliant achievements of the architectural decoration of the Chinese folk houses.

The quadrangle possesses rich cultural connotation. Every brick and stone member, every
carving and colored drawing, every horizontal inscribed board and the couplets hung on the
pillars of a hall are all directly associated with social ethics and morality, codes of conduct,
people’ s belief and pursuit, and artistic appreciation.

As an important integral part of Chinese traditional architecture the Beijing quadrangle
is attracting more and more attention from all walks of life. The government and planning
departments are concerned with it — it is the important entity which embodies the traditional
style and features of the ancient capital of six dynasties. To preserve them the quadrangle
must be preserved in earnest; the departments of cultural relics and tourist administrations
attach importance to it— it is the vital cultural monument and the indispensable tourist
resource which is admired by Chinese and foreign tourists; the oversea Chinese have a tender
feeling for it—when the motherland is becoming increasingly strong and rich they are
longing for returning to their birthplace and living once again in the longcherished quadrangles;
those who have become wealthy thanks to the Party reform and open policy and have a
deep love for the traditional culture pay attention to the quadrangle, spare no money to buy
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old quadrangles to reconstruct new ones, living a comfortable life in a detached house which
has its own entrance and courtyard; those foreigners who show affection for Chinese culture
take interest in the quadrangle — they are proud of living in the traditional Chinese
quadrangle. They are busy buying land to build their quadrangle and feel at ease and justified
to become {5 eijing citizen ## The real estate investors set store by the quadrangle — they
find the potential market in the high—grade residence — the quadrangle of national style and
invest their money in the transformation of old blocks and the development of new blocks, in
the construction of quadrangles, ... all these show that a surge of reviving the traditional
quadrangles is welling in Beijing — the metropolis which has already had throngs of high rise
buildings and magnificant mansions.

Such a situation requires that we should carry out comprehensive, systematic and deep
studies on the traditional folk houses — quadrangle; re—appraise the value; inherit its
technology of construction and protection and its profound cultural connotation; make scientific
analysis and prospect of its developmental trend under the new historical conditions.

Since 1980 along with studying the ancient architecture we have made extensive on—the-
spot surveys and information gathering work. In the course of designing, repairing and
reconstructing historical buildings we have learned and realized a great deal and accumulated
a certain amount of experience. Having been impressed by people  deep affection for the
quadrangle and strong pursuit, we decided to write a book on the quadrangle in detail to the
end that the excellent traditional architectural culture can be inherited and expanded. Our
idea was supported by the leadership and colleagues and the topic was included in our plan.
It was scheduled to come out in 2001.

At the beginning of this year (1998) editors of Tianjin University Press came to me and
asked me for our plan of publication. When they heard of the topic of the quadrangle in
Beijing they were interested and asked us to give them the manuscripts. As we were engaged
in the heavy task of designing buildings in imitation of ancient buildings we did not make
hasty decision. In May they came to me again and told me that they would offer this book
as a gift to the XX UIA Congress Beijing 1999. Introducing the excellent traditional architectural
culture to the world is the cause we have incessantly struggled for. The convening of the XX
UIA Congress in Beijing will be a golden opportunity for architects coming from all over the
world to know Chinese architecture. By that time the designing work we are doing will come
to a close and the time will not be pressing. I thought over again and again and finally
accepted the offer. The publication of THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE QUADRANGLE IN
BEIJING would be realized two years ahead of the schedule.

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE QUADRANGLE IN BEIJING deals with the whole
contents of the history, culture, fengshui (localization) theory, space, pattern, structure, fitting,
decoration, design, construction, protection, and repair. It is an academic and technical work
covering all fields of the quadrangle, and providing information available about arts and
technology. It helps common readers to know the quadrangle. It will also prove valuable to
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the professionals and students of technical schools in the design, construction, protection, and
repair of the quadrangle.

This book consists of nine chapters. The first chapter introduces the history of the birth,
growth, development, and decline of the quadrangle and the revival under the new conditions.
The second chapter gives the basic patterns of the quadrangle, in which there are both ideal
standard courtyard and practical examples of less regular real quadrangles. They provide
readers with relatively all around knowledge of the type and layout of the quadrangle. The
third chapter tells about some common sense about fengshui theory and a detailed description
of some of the practical points. Though the first three chapters are fundamentals of those
books on the quadrangle they are not the focal points of this book. These contents have been
studied by many forerunners, and many papers have been published. This book is only the
quotations and re-organization of their fruits according to the needs of content. The fourth
chapter analyzes the combination mode of building space and the internal relation between
this mode and the feudal system, leading readers from the superficial phenomena to internal
connotation. The fifth and sixth chapters are the key chapters. The fifth chapter describes the
building and structure of the quadrangle. Three sections are devoted to the structure, scale,
color, modelling and artistic features of the principal and subordinate buildings, such as the
principal room, wing rooms, side rooms, rear rooms, houzhaofang (the last row of rooms),
gate, decorative door, screen door, veranda, screen wall as well as shangmashi (a stone block
for ascending a horse) and horse post; two sections are devoted to the detailed description of
the indoor and outdoor wooden fitting. The sixth chapter dwells on the ornament and interior
design of the quadrangle, with stress placed on the ornaments and their artistic attainments,
for example, brick carvings, stone carvings, wood carvings, colored drawings and the indoor
furniture. Through the description of these artistic forms and their contents we reveal the
cultural connotation and present people helpful inspiration and reference. The two sections
about the furniture and colored drawings written by two experts of great attainment Mr.
Wang Xifu, and Mr Jiang Guangquan, do credit to this book. The seventh chapter specializes
in the study of the scale, function, techniques of gardening, artistic features and the cultural
connotation of the private garden in a quadrangle; it also gives necessary guidance and
particulars about the trees and flowers to be grown in the garden. Chapters 5, 6, and 7 are
full of detailed statements and rich in illustrations of photos and drawings. They will impress
the readers with concrete images, exact experience and understanding. The eighth chapter
discusses the design, construction, protection, and maintenance of the quadrangle in three
sections. This chapter is also the focal point of this book. What is included in this chapter can
be useful to the design, construction, protection and repair of the quadrangle. The last chapter
of this book ends with the analysis of the present situatoin and the future prospect of the
quadrangle. In this chapter basing on what we have realized in our work and what we know




about the social demand for the quadrangle in these years, we analyze the developmental
prospect of the quadrangle and make objective estimates that the quadrangle should be not
only retained but will be developed under the new historical conditions.

The preparation of THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE QUADRANGLE IN BEIJING is a
strenuous work. Tight was the time — half a year from the signing of the contract with
Tianjin University Press to the completion of the manuscripts. During this period in addition
to writing we were required to give consideration to the project design, topic study, the
editing of the journal TRADITIONAL CHINESE ARCHITECTURE AND GARDENS and
other routines. We were swamped with work. Fortunately we have successfully accomplished
our task.

It was with the sincere love for the excellent architectural culture of our motherland that
we prepared this book. We hope that this book will help more Chinese and foreign readers
to know the quadrangle, about its form and art, its content and value, treasure its existence
and development so that the excellent traditional form of residence can better serve the society
and the traditional architectural culture of China can be disseminated more widely. This is the
main aim of our offer of this book.

Beijing, March 1999 Ma Bing-jian
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