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Apology

Socrates

B.C.399

Let us reflect in another way, and we shall see that there is
great reason to hope that death is a good; for one of two things—
either death is a state of nothingness and utter unconsciousness, or,
as men say,there is a change and migration of the soul from this
world to another. Now if you suppose that there is no conscious-
ness. but a sleep like the sleep of him who is undisturbed even by
dreams ,death will be an unspeakable gain. For if a person were to
select the ﬁight in which his sleep was undisturbed even by
dreams ,and were to compare with this the other days and nights of
his life ,and then were to tell us how many days and nights he had
passed in the course of his life better and more pleasantly than this
one,l think that any man,I will not say a private man, but even
the great king will not find many such days or nights, when com-
pared with the others. Now if death be of such a nature,l say that
to die is gain; for eternity is then only a single night. But if death

is the journey to another place,and there,as men say,all the dead
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abide, what good, O my friends and judges, can be greater than
this? If indeed when the pilgrim arrives in the world below, he is
delivered from the professor of justice in this world,and finds the
true judges who are said to give judgment there , Minos and Rhada-
manthus and Aeacus and Triptolemus,and other sons of God who
were righteous in their own life, that pilgrimage will be worth
making. What would not a man give if he might converse with Or-
pheus and Musaeu§ and Hesiod and Homer?

Nay , if this be true,let me die again and again. I myself, too,
shall have a wonderful interest in there meeting and conversing
with Palamedes, and Ajax the son of Telamon, and any other
ancient hero who has suffered death through an unjust judgment;
and there will be no small pleasure, as I think,in comparing my
own suffering with theirs. Above all, I shall then be able to contin-
ue my search into the true and false knowledge; as in this world,
so also in the next; and I shall find out who is wise ,and who pre-
tends to be wise, and is not. What would not a man give, O jud-
ges, to be able to examine the leader of the great Trojan expedi-
tion; or Odysseus or Sisyphus, or numberless others, men and
women too! What infinite delight would there be in conversing
with them and asking them questions! In another world they doA
not put a man to death for asking questions,assuredly not. For be-
sides being happier than we are, they will be immortal, if what is
said is true.

Wherefore , O judges, be of good cheer about death,and know
of a certainty ,:hat no evil can happen to a good man,either in life
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or after death. He and his are not neglected by the gods; nor has
my own approaching end happened by mere chance. But I see
clearly that the time had arrived when it was better for me to die
and be released from trouble; wherefore the oracle gave no sign.
For which reason, also,I am not angry with my condemners, or
with my accusers; they have done me no harm,although they did
not mean to do me any good; and for this I may gently blame
them.

Still T have a favour to ask of them. When my sons are grown
up,I would ask you,O my friends, to punish them; and I would
have you trouble them,as I have troubled you,if they seem to care
about riches,br anything , more than about virtue; or if they pre-
tend to be something when they are really nothing ,—then reprove
them,as I have reproved you,for not caring about that for which
they ought to care,and thinking that they are something when they
are really nothing. Any if you do this, both I and my sons will
have received justice at your hands.

The hour of departure has arrived ,and we go our ways—I to

die,and you to live. Which is better, God only knows.
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In Defense of the Rhodians

Marcus Porcius Cato

I know that most men in the hour of success and prosperity
become exalted in spirit and feel excessive pride and haughtiness.
Since ,then, we have fared so well in our late war,I am anxious
that we should commit no blunder in our deliberations to dim the
luster of our triumph ,and that we should not manifest our joy with
too great exuberance. Adversity brings men to their senses, and
shows them what must be done; but prosperity is apt to turn men,
in the excess of their joy, aside from the path of cool deliberation
and sound judgment. It is for this reason that I urge and persuade
you to postpone the determination of this matter until we recover
from our excessive joy and regain our usual self-control.

I admit that the Rhodians did not wish to see us conquer the
king of Persia. But the Rhodians are not alone; many other peo-
ples and many other nations have expressed that same wish. And I
am inclined to believe that their attitude in this war was due not to

any desire to affront us,but to the very natural fear that if there
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was no one in the world whom we feared ,and we should have our
way ,they, like many other nations, would soon become the slaves
of our imperial rule. They were prompted only by a desire to pre-
serve their liberty. And yet they never openly aided the Persian
king.

Pause now for a moment,and consider how much mote solic-
itous we are about our private interests than the Rhodians have
been about their welfare. If any one of us foresees a possible injury
to his private interests,he struggles might and main to avert it. Yet
the Rhodians have patiently submitted to such a possible injury to
their welfare.

Shall we now give up all at once the great advantages of our
friendship with the Rhodians, and deprive them, too, of equal ad-
vantages? Were we not the first to do in fact the very thing which

we now say the Rhodians wished to de?

It certainly is not proper that a man should be held in esteem
merely because he says he has had a disposition to do good when
in fact he has not done so. Shall the Rhodians, then,be in a worse
position , not because they have actually done wrong, but because
they are said to have the desire to do s0? '

“But these Rhodians,” they say, “are proud.” —a reproach
that touches me and my children. Suppose they are proud. What is
that to us? Are we to lose our temper because some one else is

prouder than we?
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