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The Creaky Lines

I got to know Mr. Changgqing in the early 1980s. Before we got to know we had heard of each other though having no
chances to meet. At the time when | met him Changging was at his life’s full flowering. Being spirited and agile-minded,
though, he hadn'’t any arrogance that young people usually had at the time. Though being quiet and scholarly, his brilliant
talent, wisdom and strong will could be hidden by nothing. He was insatiable in learning and never tired of exploring. He was
erudite and sincerely honest to friends. He was simple and pure. He followed the principle “true in word and resolute in
deed” to conduct himself. We, therefore, soon became good friends in the art field.

Nearly twenty years have passed since | met Changging for the first time. Recently we occasionally met each other
once more in Jinan, the City of Springs. When he showed me a pile of sketches, | was very surprised! Mr. Changging is busy
with art editorial work and other trivial things in the newspaper society all day long. Among others, he engages in art creation
and periodically going abroad for cultural exchanges and giving lectures. Changqing is a scholar-type painter and art
educator. | am astonished that he still has so much energy to spend on sketches. Tremendous amount of time and painstaking
work, therefore, should be contained in this collection of sketches.

I know little about the ancient culture of Jinan. But in terms of sketch art, the sketches of Mr. Changging are
characterized by correct shapes, simple and brisk lines, and abundant meter and rhyme scheme. Both the thick lines and
the thin ones are full of elasticity. It seems the lines were creaky in the sketches, telling to the readers Jinan's history, cuiture,

folk customs, and passing days. This collection of sketches, therefore, is of high quality and is worth of reading.

Liu Xiangcheng (Famous Chinese Painter)

July 2001 in Qingdao



Wholehearted Love on the Old Streets
Preface to Passing Through Millennium: Sketches
of Jinan's Folk Customs

| am very excited to read this sketches collection by my friend Liu Changqing. Reading these sketches, as if | had come
back to an old alley in Jinan, where was paved with stones, crowded with shops and dotted by spring waters. The old and
beautiful alley was called Furong Street and was the place where | was raised and grew up. Furong Street is neither as
bustling as Quancheng Street nor as wide and grand as Wei 2 Road and Luoyuan Street. However, she has a long-standing
history and typical features of Jinan, the City of Springs. Numerous stories, therefore, can be told about this old alley.

As the main alley leading to Gong Yuan, the place where the imperial examination at the provincial level was held, Furong
Street used to be crowed with bookstores, painting stores and cultural relics stores. In the past dozens of decades, many
Chinese artists, educators, and writers used to establish painting stores, reading books and engage in publishing undertakings
here, which made the old alley full of cultural tints.

Besides Furong Street, we can also see the vivid silhouettes of other alleys and streets of Jinan, such as Quancheng
Road, Bianzhi Alley and Jiujun Alley. In these alleys and streets, one can find the old buildings where some shops with long-
standing history still extant even today, traditional Chinese buiidings recording the vicissitudes of time, and old houses
where the local people still reside.

This is our mother-like city and the silhouettes of her former images. Though she is not the biggest city in our country, it
is one of the famous historical culture cities with distinct features and the capital city of Shandong Province, the home of
today’s ninety million people. As earlier as in the Yuan Dynasty more than 700 years ago, an ltalian traveler named Marco
Polo used to come to China. After returning to ltaly, he wrote a book entitled The Travels of Marco Polo, in which he
exclaimed Jinan to be a “grand metropolis” and the “ideal place for residence”. David Berk, a contemporary US scholar,
setting Jinan’s political and economy status during the period of 1890-1949 as examples, wrote a book on studies of China
entitled The Development and Changes of China's Cities. In his works China’s Folk Culture published in the late time of last
century, Japanese Professor Hiroji Naoe specially introduces the varied and abundant folklores of Jinan.

The painter, among others, portrays Jinan's historical relics with his nimble drawing pens in proud affection, such as
stone-engravings on the Xiaotang Mountain of the Han Dynasty, the color arhats in the Lingyan Temple of the Song Dynasty,
which is noted as the first famous sculpture under heaven, the Great Wall of the State of Qi, which has a history earlier than
the Great Wall of the Qin Dynasty, the earliest stone-built four-door pagoda still extant in the country, and the Chengzi Cliff
Relic Site of Longshan, where Black Pottery Culture was first discovered. All these make Jinan, the famous historical culture
city, very brilliant and remarkable.

The present-day decade is an era when the Chinese nation is becoming strong in the world. Taking advantage of this rare
opportunity, we are striving for the goal to construct our country into a powerful nation. This is the best choice for our country
and nation. Meanwhile we also understand that a nation that doesn't respect its own history and culture will not have a lucky
destiny. Therefore, while marching forward, with out utmost patience and attention, let's carefully treat everything in our city
with values and special characteristics, so as to make the modern civilization and the long-standing traditional culture
perfectly combined together.

Changqing, your sketches of the rare images of the city make us memorize the former appearance of our city. Thank you!

Ren Yuan, Honary Chairman of Jinan Writers’ Association and Famous Writer
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About the Author

Liu Changaing, Senior Editor equavalent to professor title, was born in Qingdao City, Shandong Province in 1955.
Education Background:

In 1973, the sculpture department of Shandong Jinan School of Arts and Crafts;

In 1980, the Engraving Department of the Central Institute of Fince Art;

In 1990, Dalian University of Foreign Languages;

In 1991, studied in the Engraving Department of Tokyo Art University of Japan on a government scholarship.

Working Experiences on Art Work:

1978 to present, an Art Editor of Jinan Daily Society, now Senior Editor,;

Since 1995, visiting research fellow of Tokyo Art University of Japan;

Since 1997, art research fellow of Yamanashi TV Station of Japan;

Member of the Engravers' Association of China;

Vice Chairman of the Engravers' Association of Shandong Province;

Vice Chairman of the News Painters' Association of Shandong Province;

Senior Painter of Shandong Painting Institute.

Exhibitions of Works:

From 1992 to now, holding art exhibitions abroad for six times.

Since 1981, participating in national-level, provincial-level, municipal-level art exhibitions as well as international engraving
exhibitions for many times, and were awarded various prizes for dozens of times.

Works Collected Domestically and Abroad:

Collected by the art museums and galleries of USA, Sweden, Poland, France, Spain, Beilgium, Italy, Japan and etc abroad
and Shenzhou Engraving Museum, Shenzhen Art Museum, Guangdong Art Museum, Sichuan Art Museum, and etc.
domestically.

Published Works and Special Reports:

Works have been published or reported by domestic and abroad media such as Jinan Daily, People's Daily, CCTV, Art
Observation, Asahi Shimbun, World Pictorial of Current Affairs, Asia Friends, Chiba Daily, Chiba TV, Wakayama Newspaper,
Okinawa Daily.
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Furong Street was the most bustling street in old Jinan. It was the epitome of
Jinan's old flourishing commerce and culture. From the time immemorial, the water
of Furong Spring had been nourishing many generations of people living here. Looking
northward from the southern end, the colorful commercial signs told people that this
was a bustling commercial street. Looking southward from the northern end, however,
people could find that it was a cultural street. The red, yellow, blue and green clothes
hanged in front of the several dyehouses everyday decorated people’s life like colorful
flags.
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