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Architectural Biennial Beijing
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Presentation by Exhibitors of Intermational Master Architects
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A1 Exhibition: Infinite Architects
Forum: Presentations by Exhibitors of International Master Architects
Date: September 16 - October 2, 2004
Place: Exhibition at National Art Musuern, Beijing
Forums: September 17 - September 18,

Capital Theatre
Size: Exhibition Area: 5,100 square meters
Forum: 800-1,200 participants
Subjects: Showing the works of international master architects and
the works of Chinese architects. Invited speakers will give
presentations on their design philosophy and works. Panel
discussion will follow the presentation
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A7 Exhibition: New Building Materials and
Technology

Forum: Revolution of Building Materials and ]
Architectural Creation
Date: September 20 - October 6, 2004
Place: Exhibition at A1 ~ A9
Forum:September 19 - September 20, 2004;
at Capital Theatre
Forum: 800 - 1,200 participants
Subjects: By means of in-site built structures as the
show case design byarchitects and artists for s
exhibiting the creative use of new building materials and
finishingmaterials,
Forum topics: Architects and Building Materials, New
Materials Used in Beijing "Focal Point Projects", Pilot
Projects as the Cooperation of Architects and Maunfacturers,

Architects / Not Architecture
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A2 Exhibition: / Non

(Design Works of Youth and Students)

Forum: Art and Architectural Creation in the 21 st Century
Date: September 20 - October 10, 2004

Place: ition at UHN Village,
Forum:September 23 - September 24, 2004;

Tsinghua University, China CenterAcademy of Fine Arts
Size: Exhibition: 6,000 square meters

Forum: 1,000 participants

Subjects: The exhibition with a theme of Architecture/Non Architecture
showing the design works of youth and students from schools of
architecture in the world. Young architects and student Forum will be
organized.

3rd Ring Road,
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AS Exhibition: Interior Design

Forum: Interior Design and Living Environment

Date: September 20 - November 20, 2004

Place: Exhibition at Phoenix Town, East 3rd Ring Road, Beijing
Forum at Beijing New Capital Hotel

Size: Exhibition: 50 flats (totally 10,000 square meters)

Forum: September 21 - September 23, 2004; over 2,000 participants
Subjects: 10 new flats in Phoenix Town are selected as the place for
the insite exhibition of interior design. 40 interior designers from different
parts of the world will be invited and Ten will practice on ten flats.

Also, the exhibition on the works of traditional and modern designs of
interior will the shown by means of exhibiting panels and models.
Architects, interior designers and residents will be invited to the forum.
Organizer: IFI AIDIA CIID

China Building Decoration Association

Architectural Culture and Professional Practice
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A8 Peak Forum: Architectural Culture and
Professional Practice

Date: September 21- September 22, 2004

Place: Capital Theatre

Size: 800 - 1,200 participants

Subjects: (1) The philosopher, scholar of humane studies, psychologist,
sociologist and economist will be invited to make presentations on
architectural culture;

(2) The who have of
will be invited for a talk on there works in China.
(3) The government officers of planning design administration,
construction and marketing will be invited to give talks on the policy and
regulations as well as the qualifications for professional practice in China.

practice in China
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Master Plans of World Cities and Town
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A3 Exhibition: Master Plans of World Cities and Towns
Forum: Peak Forum of Urban Planning

Date: September 20 - October 5, 2004

Place: Beijing Plan Museum

Forum: September 23 - September 24, 2004; Capital Theatre

Size: Exhibition: 16,000 square meters

Forum: 800 - 1200 participants

Subjects: Showing the master plans of selected cities and towns, forum
topics including the case study on master plans, urban life and ecology,
urban space and city development, image of the city and development
of tourism industry. Mayors and Chief Planners of the cities will be invited
as speakers.

Organizer: China Association of Mayors

The Urban Planning Society of China

The Urban Planning Society of Beijing

Exhibition of the Plans of Architectural
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A9 Exhibition of the Concept Plans of
Architectural Theme Park

Date: September 20 - October 6, 2004

Place: Beijing Plan Museum; on the website: www. ABBeijing.com

Size: 30 concept designs

Subjects: 30 community sites will be selected in Beijing as the
Architectural Theme Parks. Theme park will be built in suburbs of
Beijing with buildings or villas designed by invited architects and
landscape architects from different parts of the world. The theme park
will be with be function of museum and base for architectural education.
It also serves as the club, forum and information center for

world architects.
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To make fUIl use of the limited conditions, to create infinite new possibilities.

To celebrate the success of ABB2004 by an extract from “the Dialects of Infinity and Finity”
(by Wu Liangyong) in the autumn of 2004

YE RUTANG
Executive Chairman of the 20th Conference of the Internationai Union of Architects
Vice Director of the Environment and Resources Committee of the National People's Congress
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Exchanging / Merging / Developing

Firstly, I'd like to celebrate the first Architectural Biennial Beijing 2004 to be hold successfully. It's a public
welfare event, permited by the Chinese Ministry of Culture and Construction, supported by the Swiss,
French, German, Netherlands Embassies, some Chinese real estate companies, such as CR Land,
Antaeus Group, Beiiing Guanghuaxuan Real Estate Co. Lid, etc. and the national & international
architects, specialists as well as the general public, especially the staff of ABB2004.

The current standard to judge the advanced buildings and cities is to check who has the thought and
practice of nature, culture, social ecological balance and sustainable development. It's the basic
that shows the new-technology and new-contain, that were showed in the exhibition. The knowledge
of architectural concept is developing, and the projects are to create the new styles of the
environment. In ABB2004, each edition as a bible story shows an idea and sends out the new
aspirations, and makes progresses by exchanging and understanding.

Exchanging and fusing can promote the world culture, having been viewed by the international
cultural development thousands of years ago. If's the same in the architectural field in the world
around. It is a principle that the exchanging, fusing and developing move the international
architecture ahead. Then, the Architectural Biennial Beijing, we can say, has a greatf important value
for the cross-cultural development in architecture.

IHANG ZUGANG
PRESIDENT OF THE GUIDING COMMITTEE OF ABB2004
VICE PRESIDENT OF CHINA ARCHITECTURAL SOCIETY
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Joint Efforts to Create Great Beauty

-The motivity of setting up the Architecture Biennial Beiiing

The age of the Earth is about 4.6 billion years. The lives have been in this earth for perhaps 3 bilion years,
and Man has lived for perhaps 2 million years, with 300 years in the Industrial Revolution. Chinese work on
art only for 100 years. Sighing human life is so limited, we can affiimatively get a peace, tolerant and
welfare attitude to view the world. Hence, with absorbed interest, we would like to turn the human insolent
into the natural ecosystem, and make the human life auspicious, harmonious and fine.

In the 21" centuries, China is like a matchless and enormous eddy, it will be an international modern
cultural power to mold the future of world. The policy of reforming and opening might set China in
heading the economic world. The developments of Chinese cities and building industry are so
unprecedented, rapid and large-scale that the world people focus on. Chinese contemporary
developments have become a kind of pre-eminent culture, draw on the global architects and city
planners to participate the design and construct, and go to melt the Chinese building into the creation of
the world building. The conclusion reaches by such analysis that the international exchanges and
cooperation of the economy, politics, culture and education would establish the social prospects of the
harmony and symbiosis with other species, which have not been showed in a city before. Doubtless, this
will test the mankind the ability of the sustainable social development with the technical skill and the
human spirit quality.

With the characters of human and material resources concerned, the buildings are associated with all the
people, who might participate kindly by their power of integration. Therefore, regardless any national
people, architects, developers or ruling political powers at creating the space characters on the earth,
they carry the important environment duty, together with educational, social and historical duty. That is,
on the road of building in China, the mankind carries the common mission in the performance of its duties.

Being a meaning story, the naissance and growth of Architectural Biennial Beiing will be the witness of the
Chinese developments in 21 century, the historical world changes in the present hundred years, and one-

step advancement of the human civilization.
DR.PH. LUO LI

CHIEF CURATOR OF ABB
ART CRITIC
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The Dialectics of Infinity and Finity
A message to the Architectural Biennial Bejing 2004

All architects need to be accomplished in philosophy. One example is the dialectics of infinity and finity,
which is thought-provoking.

Zhuangzi, an ancient Chinese sage, said, Human life is limited, but knowledge is unlimited. We need to create
infinity in a limited life span.

In the field of architecture, it seems that the objective words is infinite, and so is nature. It seems that designers
can do whatever they like, but actually, to any designing target, there is limitness in resources, fund, land and
technological conditions.

Following development in the building industry, cities are expanding in a seemingly limitless scale. But we
should follow the principle of sustainable development after all, to conduct construction in limited time and
space.

Traditional architecture, starting from the ancient Roman Ten Books on Architecture has left plenty of richness
to mankind in its history of more than 2000 years. But following scientific development and extension of
relevant subjects, it is advancing towards new development and creativity, so it is also infinite. Each era can
write a new chapter in the creation of its environment.

By perceiving finity, architecture will advance towards a more scientific, strict, and modest attitude.

By understanding infinity, architecture will pluck up their courage, be full of spirit, give free reign to their
imaginations, explore the unknown world, and make full use of the limited conditions to create infinite new
possibilities.

WU LIANGYONG
MEMBER OF THE CHINESE ACADEMY OF SCIENCE
MEMBER OF THE CHINESE ACADDEMY OF ENGINEERING

TRANSLATED BY HE TAO
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Architecture of the Infinite

In Europe it is centuries since architecture has been confronted with the infinite; so much so that the separation
of built space from space free of human boundary has been accepted by Europeans as an absolute necessity,
a defence of the territory, as a consequence of which ensues a disturbing Malthusianism: we try to prevent
cities from spreading, we try to contain their development in zones which are ali well-definedand regulated to
the extreme.

By denying the enriching contact within infinitude, architecture has lost both spontaneity and the freedom of its
creative force. My personal outlook has never followed that of architects and urbanists who take it upon
themselves, to manage urban crisis, and it has hardened into one formula: Cities will become inhabitable again
when they open their heart to the sense of infinite, when they rediscover themselves to the mark of the horizon.
What a fabulous opportunity it is for European architects to encounter China, a country where the infinite of
spaces appears at every corner, where the horizon is always concrete and present, palpable and not
dreamed of fantasised as in France, where it remains only a vague memory, a distant reference.

For us the only chance of reviving a sense of unconstrained possibilities of space comes from looking beyond,
from the edge out into the Arctic.

Japan has been unable to transmit this urban infinite to Europeans, rather, it has instilled in us an abstract,
metaphysical nation of the circumscribed void. .

Between the Japanese Zen garden on the one hand and Tiananmen Square or the Forbidden City on the other
there is only a tenuous link based on a superficial heritage value.

In our culture the Romans were the last to develop the sense of void and to apply it strongly in the practice of
setting the territory, of which the Roman roads was the legible symbol.

We must re-source our architecture, confronting it anew with the infinity of space; we must associate our notion
of the infinite unfolding of time (youthful thought it is compared to that of the Far East) with the more troubling
idea of the abolition of the limits of space.

Happy are the European architects working in China now; they will discover the possibility of working on what |
call the fleeting space, space which dissimulates itself under their gaze, a territory at once infinite and
occupied across millennia, a perspective always open to the horizon.

It is all of them, whether native or foreign, to understand this lesson and to avoid the danger that superfluous
thinking or an alien spirit could destroy this last chance for architecture in this 21st century, a chance offered to
the whole world by China, armed with its redoubtable sense of continuity. '

CLAUDE PARENT
TRANSLATED FROM FRENCH BY ANDREW TOOD
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