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Part One
Directions to English Literature

(RBEXFEFH)

Why we study literatare? {4 TE I H?)
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Fo AKX, XFEPINER I — M RIGEFE I HFFIEE
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Learning Strategies {3 > %1% )
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Part Two
Highlights of English Literature

(REX¥HE)

Before the coming of Anglo — Saxons to England, the is-
land was inhabited by a tribe of Celis known as Britons. [t was
from the name of the early inhabitants that the island got its
name of Britain, meaning the land of Rritons.

In 55 B.C., the Roman troops led by Julius Caesar invad-
ed Britain and occupied England for about 400 years. This is ihe
socalled Roman Connuest .

in 449 A. D.., three tribes from Northern Furope called
Angles, Saxons, and Jutes came and conguered England, thus
marked the beginning of the Anglo ~ Saxon Period. Hence, the
event in history was called the English Conquest. English liter-
ature came into being with the settlement of Anglo— Saxons in
England at mid - 5th century. By the Tth century the small
kingdoms were united into one called England, mweaning the
land of Angles. The three tribes were mixed into a whole peo-
ple known as English, and the three different dialects spoken
by Anglo ~ Saxons developed into a single language called Anglo
— Saxon language, now called (Jld English.

The Anglo — Saxons were heathen people upon their arrival
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in England. In 597 A.D., St. Augustine led the first mission-
ary from Rome to England to spread Christianity among the
English people. In the 7th century, the Anglo — Saxons were
Christianized.

During the Anglo— Saxon Period, all of the literary works
were poems or songs orally presented by the Anglo — Saxon scop
ot gleeman. Among them was a long poem of about 3182 lines.
This is the famous “The Song of Beowull”, often regarded as
the national epic of the Anglo— Saxon and English people. It is
a folk legend brought to England by the Anglo — Saxons from
their continental homes. The written form of “Beowulf” can be
traced far back to the 10th century. Thus, the kappearance of it
is usually considered the beginning ;nark of English literature.
As the greatest epic poem of the Anglo — Saxon Period, “The
Song of Beowulf” is characterized with the most striking feature
of the use of alliteration, the traditional way of compasing poet-
ty by the Anglo—~ Saxons.

The Anglo— Saxons were living in the late stage of tribal
saciety. But from shout 787 A. D., the Danish vikings began
to launch intermittent attacks on England. Gradually, they
came to settle permanently in England. King Alfred the Great
successfully led his people to drive away the Danes. After the
fighting with the Danes, Alfred encouraged education and liter-
ature. He himself translated some works from Latin. “Chroni-
cle” is more important as a literary work.

In 1066 A.D., the French — speaking Normans led by Duke
William conguered England, thus started the Anglo — Norman

9



Period. The Norman Conguest marks the establishment of feudalism
in Eng]and During this period, three different languages were in use
simultanéously. They are French, Latin, and English. The English
language was greatly enriched by the Norman Conquest. Also in this
period England, feudal oppression was developing at its very height,
and it was made worse by a terrible plague cailed Black Death. Under
such a situation there emerged several peasants’ revolts, among them
the Rising of 1381 led by Wat Tvler and John Ball was the most
well — known. Though the peasants’ rising was finally suppressed, it
had shaken the feudal system in England to the root.

v, The most popular form of literature in feudal England was
the romance, of which the most famous ones include * Sir
Gawain and the Green Knight” {metrical romance) and “Mort
d’ Arthur” by Thornas Malory.

The period from 11th century to 15th century in Europe is
olten called the Middle Ages, or the Dark Age called by some
historians. In feudal England there were two important poets.
One was William Langland whose best poemn is “Piers the
Plowman"written in alliterative verse. The other was Geoffrey
Chaucer whose often regarded the founder of English poetry
and realism, and the forerunner of English humanism. He died
in 1400 and was buried in Westminster Abbey, thus founding
the “Poets” Corner”. Chaucer’s literary career is usually divid-
ed into 3 periods: the first period is often called the French peri-
od, in which the major work is “The Romaunt of the Rose”( a
translation from the French); the second period is called the I-

talian period, in which the major work is “ Troilus and
P ]
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