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INTRODUCTION
(FF)

This book is concerned with prepositional forms,
prepositional phrases, and the idiomatic usage of preposi-
tions. Its emphasis is laid on tactics for learning appropriate
prepositions. Prepositions play such an important role in
daily English speech that it’s absolutely necessary for a Chi-
nese student to grasp its various types of relational meaning,
functions and idiomatic usage. In this regard, this book is a
must for those who want to excel in written and spoken
English. Thoughtful and easy, one-time reading is enough
to grasp the main content of the whole book.
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Unit 1
What i1s a preposition? (’H‘ %)l ﬂ”

1.1 Preposition defined (41175%E X )

A preposition is a word placed before a noun, pronoun, or
noun-equivalent to show in what relation the person or thing denoted
thereby stands to direction, position, time, methods and something
else. For an exemple:

iR E T4 W, RSB FEEERYR, #RFM,
&, NE, FEFERXRNE. Bm.

I placed the ball on the table.

FITERBOES L

Here if the word “on” is omitted, there is no sense. The ball

might be placed on the table, or under the table, or above the
table. Until certain preposition has been inserted, the relation be-

tween the ball and the table is not known.

EXH, RMEENE on (FE----- L), XM FREX
Xo BRUTEERTESR |, BREBERT, NEMERATH LS, H
HIEAINE, BRE5RTHRXRARIHK,

1.2 Parts of preposition (F117285/)

There are many forms of prepositions. Prepositions are general-
ly divided into two kinds that are shown on the chart below.
AR T EMIER . (il AR LA A A, T ERFTR .
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Preposition
(Jt1id)

|
| |

Preposition of Direction Preposition of Position
(EmAria]) (7 L4 ia])

Fig.1 Kinds of preposition (4118355Y)

1.2.1 Preposition of Direction refers to the movement with re-
spect to a destination, and something is in motion or in the act or
process of moving. The meaning of “direction” generally requires a
dynamic verb of “motional” meaning, Such as go, jump, run etc.

Hiariadeshinm, siIAPHYE, Pk asifdE, 8%
EEHE “SIA” BXHBHAER, W go, jump, run F,

He ran into the room. {33 5 B

He jumped out of the window. fiit AT B H K,

He goes to market. i 25135

He rushed out of the crowd. fttip A&,

He walked through a tunnel. it E i1 b&iHE .

He wandered round the park. f7E 2y bl & Bl 35 o

1.2.2 Preposition of Position refers to the fixed stage, static lo-
cation or something that is in position. A prepositional phrase of

“position” can accompany any verb.

FhififEEES SRS ERL TRMIBRYIE. 7
{vi 4138 AT A FE ARl 338135 B

His car is at the cottage. i B &7/ BERY .

There is a new roof on the cottage. X T/NHEBE T T~FH=E

« D




I,
There are two beds in the cottage. /INHIBE L E BTREK .

The use of at makes cottage a dimensionless location, a mere
point in relation to which the car’s position can be indicated. With
on, the cottage becomes a two-dimensional area covered by a roof.

With in, the cottage becomes the three-dimensional object.

i at, BHXI/NNEME, REERLHIEMIE “K7;
#iF on, /PHBER— AR “PigE” 2iaXE;
5 in, /DRIBEAER, “=4E007 WK,

1.2.3 When we use a preposition to indicate place, we do so in re-
lation to the dimensional properties of the location concerned. The
following figure sets out the dimensional orientation of the chief

prepositions of place.

A E A AR R, BAKIE BTN B 5% (8] RF K 4
EW . T EERR T 2R b s 0 24715 B 23 (8] 77 AL

Dimension Positive Negative
‘ 73 [B) A Ay
Direction Posttion Direction Position
3 ) y % 2 5 ) Ff
Point To at (away) from | Away from
J <1 — @ X X — X @ I
on (to0) on off off
Surface I
i \ /
[ ) — @
in{to) In out of out of '
Area ﬁ/
9 \ ® g ®

Fig.2 Place and dimension (#5523 [q])



From the Fig. 2 above, we can see that “ to” or “at” indicates

. . - . . . 19 b b4 14 ”
a mere point 1n relation to its dlmensmn—-type; on (te)” or “on’ in-

dicates a line or surface viz. a two-dimensional area; “in(to)” or

1

in” indicates an area or volume viz. a three-dimensional area.

MAE 2, ATLAEH o 8 at {UEEZ BRI BE R — & on

(10) B¢ on FEHI RS H, BIBLEZEE]; in(to) B in AR
B =475 [R]

The contrast between on ( = surface) and in ( = area) has var-

ious implications according to context, as these examples show:

<

.<

ZAFHE on 5FRARAXEN in, EAFREEVFLSERRS

,]%;o m]:

‘on the window The boy left a dirty mark on the window.
XEBHIEE LT A5 A
(window = glass surface / # ~ 5B R Vi)

‘in the window A face appeared in the window.

B OB —IkA .
(window = framed area / B ~ 5 )R BIHE)

‘on the island Robinson was marooned on an uninhabited island.

BREBEHEE T REANEINE L,

tin the island He was born in Long Island.

B ETF RS
(the island has an institutional identity £ & ~ it

B4)

1.2.4 Between the notions of simple position and direction a

cause-and-effect relationship obtains: 7E 18] 88 5 0% 41 18] 5 #4 5] 4 5]
MEZRFEREXER,
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Direction (#3]q]) Position (5 1L)

Tom went to the door. As a result; Tom was at the
door.

WA AE X R BN,

Tom fell on (to) the floor. As a result; Tom was on the
floor.

BB E M . 2R B L,

Tom dived into the water. As a result: Tom was in the
water.

HBEAKT, 2R IBEKE,

Test yourself and learn better [1]

1. a) Tom went the doctor.

b) Now Tom is the doctor.
2. a) Sarah fell the floor.

b) Sarah was the floor.
3. a) The young man flew a kite the air.

b) Now the kite is the air.
4. a) She was walking his home.

b) Now she is his home.
5. Marie left the airport.

Now Marie is the airport.

6. The dog ran from the room.

Now it is the room.

7. a) The monkey jumped the edge of cliff (8 8).
b) Nowitis  the edge of cliff.

8. A cat stood  the roof.

9. The beggar wandered ~ the city.

10. The little girl is  school.




Note: at school~ [British English] &R 5 i&

in school~ [ American English] X JiE
Answers: 1.a) tob) at 2.a) on [to] b) on 3.a) inlto} b) in
4.a) to/toward b) at S.outof 6.outof 7.a) off b) off 8.on
9.round 10.at/in

1.3 Maeanings of preposition (/1188 X )

1.3.1 Relative position (7~ X} H1H7)

Above, over, on top of, under, underneath, beneath, below
express relative position vertically whereas before, in front of, be-
hind, after represent it horizontally. See Fig.3 depicts the position-
al relations below:

above, over, on top of, under, underneath, beneath, below &
NYAM] L, before, in front of, behind, after /w7, K
THERAVXREA.

Above
A

In front of B X—C behind

D
Below
Fig. 3
A is above X. AEXZLE,
Bisin frontof X. B&E X ZHi.
C is behind X. CEXZE,
D is below X. DEXZT,

Most prepositions can express either position ( where something

is) or destination (where it is going). See Fig.4.
HRZHAM A R TR LR R BN, BHE 4,



Fig.4

1.3.2 Relative destination (/X &m))

Position (%) : The coin was under the sofa.
BREDET,

Destination (#3[0)): The ooin rolled under the sofa.
MRV KT,

Position ( 7 i) : There’s a bridge over the river.
I ot =p2Y 3N

Destination (#3/6)): The cat jumped over the table.
JE MR BRI

Position ( F47) : Mike’s house is next to the restaurant.
B RRR IR,

Destination (84 ): The old lady is going zo the market.
X KIEBATSHE X



Position (H 1) :

Destination (3

) :

Position (F17):

Destination (¥

) :

Position ( F7{y):

Destination (#5

6] ) .

Position (F47):

Destination (&

[]) :

The boy is sitting on the cement pipe.
BEATEKER L.

Emma hurried on the crowed bus.

LHEAANE EPB TR E.

The sea is two miles away from the hotel.

KAGPEREE 2 B

Jessica is running away from the fire.

AN NE KR

The burglar entered through the window.

B D BT O 2R 1)
The rat ran through the pipe.

ERFAEE

The table is &y the bed.

LSRR $iiy7

The coach passed by the desolated village.
KERENXTRERNFNEZFRI,

Note: As well as relative position, the prepositions can express rel-

ative destination. JI#] Al Z/RAX F AL, WA] LARARMHEIT#E M,

For instances: #:
The bush was the only hiding-place, so we dashed behind it.
ERARM —K G4, TREENHERMAG .

When it started to rain, we all went underneaththe trees.

KIT g mn, RAMTSHBINT %N

But generally above and below cannot express relative destination.

(B2, above 5 below 3l # REERFHIXT R,

-8-




1.3.3 Passage (FRi@EFT)

With verbs of motion, prepositions may express the idea of
passage (i.e.movement toward and then away from a place) as well
as destination. See Fig.5 below:

I 17 5 3 &SR RCER v AR /AR AT m LA, ] LR
‘W, &, Ed, Fi© FHME, LA

@ on the grass =~ ——————— across the grass
R i PORER )
AN\ Vv e s \ Ao o the o
fEth LISUAS. )
Fig . S
The ball is on the lawn. BRFERHD |-
The ball rolled acress the lawn. BRI 1o L Hh
The ball is in the grass. BRTEELHh B

The ball rolled through the grass.  BRZFIHHb

Note: The upper pair treats the grass as a surface, and therefore
suggests short grass; the lower pair, by treating the grass as a vol-
ume, suggests that it has height as well as length and breadth-that
1s, the grass is long.

. EE—XEGEE YN —FE, BRERR; T EEE
L, EESE—MEER, AR, B, &, BEREER,

1.3.4 Direction (FExRH )
Up, down, along, across and around, with verbs of motion,

make up a group of prepositions expressing movement with reference

- Q .



to an axis or directional path.
Up, down, along, across, around Mish s8R, FEn
LI— 80, BRI T B D),

} along

down

.
Y road / > 9
across
around

Fig. 6
Up and dewn contrast in terms of vertical direction, while a-

up

long ( =from one end towards the other) contrasts with acress in
terms of a horizontal axis; with around, the directional path is an
angle or a curve.

Up Midown & “L7. “F7 B3l

Along FTARMN—BH—wm, “IGE";

Across FamBa), “Bid”;

Around FRAWMEXTHEMEHED, “B%”. “HE7,

Examples:
Henry 1s going upthe stairs. BRI B
Daniel is running down the stairs. FHE /KRB TRk,

The boss is coming along the corridor. EWREHFEEWIIET .
The blind man is walking slowly

acrossthe road. REAREEET LR,
This couple walks around /round
the lake. XX R ARG BT

1.3.5 A static sense of orientation (FE/REEFALI)
Beyond ( = on the far side of) is a preposition which primary
meaning is one of orientation; furthermore, over, past, across,
. 10 *



through, along, around, up, down can combine the meaning of
“beyond’ with more specific information of dimension-type.

friA] beyond A B “TEREYMImAL”; over, past, across,
through, along, around, up, down L EXTEE, BER&H
W) =5 8] 5 A [F] .

The new residential zone stretches beyond the playing fields.

BrEE X —EHE M RINE RS IR—i .

Who lives in the house over the way?

HEE 75 B8 X T AR B b5 7 BL 2

He lives across the street.

b A 7 7 B O I
The path led through the woods to the river.

AR 271 B S8 18 489 DA e 00 3
You can see the hill past the church.

V] 3B BN FCEAR 241 BB A L
[ bought this cake in the supermarket down the road.

FAERR LK AR 2 AB B T 37 3K X RS
My husband’s office is up the stairs.

A KRB AEERLL,

There's a three-star hotel along the street.
HEHEET=EBREN,

Her school is just round the corner of the street.

it ) F R TEF AL

1.3.6 Resultative meaning (FEREREE )

All prepositions which have motional meaning can also have a
static resultative meaning indicating the state of having reached the
destination. Its presence is often remarked by certain adverbs: al-

ready, just, at last, not yet, etc.

.11-



B FARBISBEHI R UUERBESS R, M. B3 H
MERIRABRE, ENHERAEREFES FEEEE, already, just,

at last, not yet Zf.

At last he managed to get across the river.
fB R TRk 1,

We wanted to catch the cat, but then it was already over the

fence.

FNERE, THRNEEL2BdEEX T,

1.3.7 Pervasive meaning (F/Rid KB X)

Over, through, along, around, especially when preceded by
all, have pervasive meaning (either static or motional).

4117} Over, through, along, around BJIEIA all B, TIEHE
RS EHRLE L

We will sow the seeds all over the field.

A 1R ST 7 HR0E X A B8

Malaria broke out all through (throughout) the mountain re-

gion.
ERZEREX MUK FITEE,
There was darkness all alongthe bank of the river.
R R— h B,
This kind of dress can be found all over the world.

XA Ak e 2t AR AT LA F

Note: Now we can see how one preposition ever may be used in

most of the senses discussed: IRAEFAT] 0 LLEF 4 i8] over & U1d]
Rk EEVHES B LK.
position: There’s a lamp hanging over the table.
(FHL) B EFHE-TRIT,
. 12 -




(over ~ in a position higher than but not touching sth.

over R/NTERYIN) L7, {HAEM)

destination: She spread a cloth over the table.

(#0n]) i —RAMEHERE L,
passage: He climbed over the fence.

(A ) fl e i Bl 4

He jumped over the stream.

flskad /D3R .

He goes over the mountain.

f B AR 1L .

result: At last we were over the crest of the hill.

(&

R) RATETF BRI 1L,

pervasive | Static §#74 |: Leaves lay thick all over the ground.
(38 A2 ) i b AR AR I

pervasive | Motion 3% ]: They splashed water all over me.

(i K% ) fif 1k 7 H— 5K,

Test yourself and learn better [2]

Put in the most appropriate preposition.

1.

. The man is an idiot (

[t’s my holiday today. I'm going the Great Wall.

a. on b. to c. from d. for

. There was a big crowd the bank waiting for it to open.

a. 1n b. on c. inside d. outside
\

F 4

#i). He pushed me the river.

a. for \b. into c. onto d. on

. There’s a Téinple of Dragon King (J¢ £ Ji) top ot the

mountain.

a. in b. up c. to - d. on

Y
-_—

. Mike hurt himself. He fell his motorcycle.

-13-



