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Introduction

Among all my students Aluna Lu Yue is the most outstanding, and she
makes me proud.

Among all my colleagues, Aluna Lu Yue is the teacher I trust most.

Among my designer friends, Aluna Lu Yue is someone I have always trusted,
cared about and admired.

I have virtually watched Aluna Lu Yue grow up, I have seen her begin her
career and I have seen her succeed. I find it difficult to control my emotions
on the publication of this album of her works - I am really happy for her. This
album expresses more than the blood of her heart. It epitomizes a designer's
persistence and sense of purpose. This album does more than express her
profound technical skills and her artistic talent. More importantly, it displays
the holy sense of mission of a young Chinese fashion designer.

Aluna Lu Yue grew up in an artistic family. As a young girl she came to
Beijing, alone, to study at the affiliated secondary school of the Central
Academy of Art. Four years of stringent basic training laid an excellent foun-
dation for her future in fashion design. With outstanding marks, she passed the
exam to enter the highest institution for artistic design in China, the Central
School of Arts and Crafts (now Tsinghua University School of Arts) in 1984.
Four years later she graduated with flying colours and was asked to stay on to
teach at her alma mater.

She got her first chance to display her talent when she joined a fashion
company as a professional fashion designer. She has been chief desi gner for
Ideal, Fuviger and several other leading brands. She stresses the mixing of
Eastern and Western cultures, having traveled outside China many times to
study fashion in the most advanced countries in the field, such as France and
Italy. She has had the opportunity to work together with colleagues in Europe
and the United States and she has studied the management of advanced West-
ern garment companies and their experience in running brand names. This has
also made her appreciate the value of Chinese culture even more deeply. In her




actual work as a designer during the past few years she has boldly and organi-
cally combined creativity and practicality. East and West, contemporary and
classical, international and local, realism and romanticism, simplicity and
complexity, while stressing wearer comfort and satisfaction, the properties
and texture of the material and paying attention to how colours are harmo-
nized with and set off against each other. With collection after collection,
fashion show after fashion show, she has demonstrated her artistic talents to
the world. In the fierce competition of the market place she has gained a lot of
knowledge and experience. She has matured, she has succeeded, bouquets of
fresh flowers surround her-.....

She is one of China’ s “Top Ten” fashion designers;

She was among those chosen as a “First Class Designer” at the first Chi-
nese Designer Fair;

For three years in a row - in 1996, 1997 and 1998 - she carried home
the”Gold Award for Product Quality”, “Best Design Award” and “Best Show
Award” at the China International Clothing and Accessories Fair;

In 1997 she was elected member of the Art Committee of The China Fash-
ion Designers Association;

Aluna Lu Yue's collections fully display her pursuit of artistic excellence,
the creativity of her talent and mature technique. She integrates Western fash-
ion with China's Oriental culture and excellently displays the connection be-
tween culture, art and fashion design. As a work of modern Chinese fashion
design,her representative collection "Festival Day" was part of "La Semaine
Culturelle de la China-Paris 99 ". It was warmly received and a press review
stated that “the red lantern from China hangs forever in French hearts".

Participating in “2000 Experience Chinese Culture in the United States—A
Close Look at china”, “Festival Day”was placed at the beginning of the open-
ing ceremony and at a key moment of the closing ceremony. The press re-
ported how her “China Red” jolted the audience and gave her thunderous
applause.

Although Aluna Lu Yue has achieved success she is still as modest and




soft-spoken as ever. She takes every success as a new beginning. Diligently
and never tiring she continues to pursue excellence. She says this album is a
summing up at the turn of the century. I hope that it is only a stage on her road
in fashion design. I sincerely hope that she will achieve even more success.

Beijing October 26, 2000

Li Danggqi
Academy of Arts & Design, Tsinghua University
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