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The Crawling Kingdom L

1 [aut’namba]
Bugs. They outnumber' us by two hundred vt &B it W %
million to one. And they are likely to out-survive us. 2 t,m ion]
Their ranks are legion®. And yet thousands can act n. ¥ %%H (%)
out® a single deadly purpose. KB, K
In their diversity®, insects and their relatives have = 3 3.4tk 473
evolved in an array of weapons and a killing ingenuity® -

volved in .n array . we po ing ing y® T

unmatched in the animal kingdom. ST
Creatures of infinite variety® and ingenious -

. g .t . :.t.
design, these would be inheritors’ of the earth, prove ifi'.‘;& n;{;g
anything but meek®. o

Day breaks over the rain forest. 6 \;ﬂ;#

In the natural hothouse of the Amazon Basin, half 1 T*(iﬁ"herita(r)]

of all the species on earth greet the new day.
Living things drawn always to warmth and water,
thrive here amidst a self-sustaining® supply of both.
This lush paradise is home to creatures barely
known and thousands more that wait to be discovered.
More animals vie" for territory here than anywhere |
else on earth.

With so much life per square foot, this evolutionary |
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1 [bi'za:]
adj. 78

2 [eska'leifen]
n¥x, #m

3 ['predata]

n %dE, £A
¥ ‘

4 [di'septiv]
adj. ¥ Bkt
SEARY
6 [triljon] n. 7t

7 [‘erend]
n 2% Ek kG

8 [in'dastrias]

adj. $h4-8 2 EH
9 ['komjunl] ,

adj. N NEE
10 [i'leeberit]

adj. ¥ s F AEH
K5 b4

11 [ka:st]
n. A4 WAL

12 [loukast]
no (%] 2%, ¥
5, W '

13 %3 :
14 ['gra:sleend]
n¥k%, ¥R

15 [tropik]
n #Ap

boiling pot has given rise to a bizarre' escalation’ of
the arms race between predator® and prey.

“ The deadly, the deceptive®, thrive here in abundance.
And those who venture unaware through this teaming
world, do so at great risk®.

For survival, in the crawling kingdom, favor’s to
the cautious and the quick.

By their numbers alone, the ants are the most
successful animals on the planet. Some ten thousand
trillion® of them inhabit the earth — tireless runners
pursuing their urgent errands’.

Among their ranks are tradesmen and thieves,
craftsmen and carpenters and industrious® farmers.

Their rigid societies also can include hunters and
gatherers, slaves and slave masters.

Among the most communal’ of all living creatures,
they live and work in colonies that may number twenty
million strong.

No other living things have achieved such a

rigorous division of labor and their elaborate!® caste

system as yet not perfectly understood, bends those

millions to a singular will.

Rivaling the swarms of locusts’> which lay waste

to®® vast tracts of grassland and forest, the leaf cutter

ants consume more vegetation in the tropics'® than any

other group of animals.




Their industriousness inspired the ancients.
“Go to the ant, old sluggard'”, it is written in the
Book of Proverbs’. Consider her ways and be wise, for

without. any chief, officer or ruler, she prepares her food

in summer and gathers her sustenance in harvest.”

)Haw Az
Unknown to the prophets®, the ants do have rulers, -

queens and their chemical commandments® driving 4 B(emmdmenﬂ
them to harvest the bounty® of the tree tops and haul it

away in neat portable® packets.

The moving mass behaves as one entity. For each =
" hs. six milli hing legs all trained 6 [poaxtebl]
million mouths, six million marching legs all trained on a adj. B, BB
single unswerving purpose — the survival of the species. ﬁﬁ
The nests of the leaf cutters often stretch unseen {sa\bte reinien]

for more than an acre — great subterranean’ chambers 4% &'T“’

secluded® deep beneath the forest floor. ‘?{ {si'klu did]

In these hidden caverns, where sunlight never 0@ ?&ﬁ%
penetrates, the workers make their contributions to’ a 9
giant compost heap, adding their leafy harvest to a ‘1
growing mound of mulch.

Here, in total darkness, specialized farmer ants
cultivate a fungus® that thrives upon the mulch. This
fungus supplies the sole food of the tribe and the :
mother’s milk of its offspring". :

The newborn” ants will feed in these fungus

gardens before taking their place as hardworking adults

in the perilous® world above.
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WRERN
1 [prideifen] Though some feed on plants, many ants are confirmed
n HEHATE iy iy
2 ekskrizt] flesh edters — creatures for whom predation’ is a way
ot e, Aok ‘  of life.
::,_ [[9:;;?] " The Giant Hunting ant, at one inch in length, the
4 [rends]  monster of the ant world.
v. HAR - But this monster has made the mistake of invading
5 [difenslis]
of REAM S the domain of a clan of tree-dwelling Azteca ants —
6 [ri'pelent] fierce warriors one-tenth its size.
adj. #JF 8 . - ; .
7 v ARAe, EEEA With painful bites and a foul-smelling spray
8 [oblivies] adj. excreted’ by special glands®, the warriors disable the
d5e, SHE oo rendering’ it defenseless’
9finkonsilwenfal] : '
adj. RAZ R, The wounds are not fatal but the repellent® of the
FAEM : ;
i : “In th 1d

029, AF Aztecas carries a sober warning, “In the wor of the
11 [kleen] _ ants, trespass on’ your neighbors at your risk.”
n. 3, Kk But some remain oblivious® to the warning.
12 [in'stil]
o BRmAR For shear appetite, few animals on earth are the
13 [plande] ~ equal of the ants. Inconsequential’ on their own, the
n. 33, BA & . 2 : :

: ~ ants together take on” frightening dimension. And no
14 [teektiks] ts together take on" frigh d And
n %K, £%  clan" instills” more terror than the infamous Army

15 Tl
ajv[g::::g TH ants. Their instance for plunder” is legendary. And
16 [emozen]  their tactics* grimly® efficient. Of all the wonders of
n. 58 .
17 [tfilin]
odj, THhth, £ this—a company of Army ants on the move™.
WA =

the Amazon®, there are few sights more chilling” than

Across living bridges built from the bodies of the

18 &% F
19 [a:med] workers, the armored” legions swarm, their mission
adj. HT#

undeterred by any obstacle, their progress seemingly

-8 -



unstoppable’.

More than a million blind warriors form the
vanguard’ of the forest following their noses to® their
prey.

Like the Mongols* and the Huns® in human history,
they are a nomadic® aﬁny, almost always on the move.
And when at night, the hordes stops to rest, a hundred
thousand bodies form a living tent.

Linked together in a chain, a mass of worker ants
protects the multitude within, with the legs of each
worker grasped in the jaws’ of another.

In the inner most recesses® of the bivouac’,
specialized servants attend to® the needs of the queen
and her offspring.

They will rest here through the hours of darkness.
Then, with the dawn, the insect army marches on" and
no living creature, large or small, is safe from their
attack.

It is said in local legend that an army of these ants
can dismember” a hog in an hour, a horse in half a
day.

They devour® their usual prey grubs* and other
insects in minutes.

With their great hooked jaws, the soldier ants
make quick work of any victim. And with relentless®

skill, they set about carving the still living prey into

1 [An'stopbl]
adj. BikiEiky

2 ['veenga:d]
o WH, &%

3ARTH

4 ['moangol]

n REA [#]

5 [hAn] n. &z

6 [neu'maedik]

adj. # 48
7 [d30:]

n. 2, B

8 [ri'ses]
n (BEBFH)Y

# 4t

9 [bivuieek]

n 5%, E&H

10 X%, B

11 (#4) @i

12 [dis'memba]

0. JEL R

13 [di'vaus]

0. Bl

14 [grab]
nHx, £

15 [rilentlis]

adj. A8
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