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1. A Dream of the Sea

Young Jim sat on top of a cliff. It was a sum-
mer day and the sea below him was calm and blue,
shining in the sun. In his hand he held a book, his
favourite kind of book, tellihg stories of adventure
and of the brave deeds of sailors who sailed all over
the world in ships. The day was warm, and Jim
soon put down his book and lay dreaming of the
great deeds that he himself would do when he was
a man. He gazed out to sea watching a ship far
away on the horizon', just one lonely ship.

He thought, ‘That’s where I would like to be!
How I would love to be a sailor]” He was sixteen
years old, and he knew that soon he would have to
make up his mind what sort of life he was going tt
lead. His father was a priest and did not hav
much money, and he also had two other sons who
were younger than Jim, so Jim knew it would help

his father a great deal if he could start to work as

1. on the horizon: ZEMF T2k |, 2658 i 89 KB
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soon as possible.

‘There’s no better way to live my life. A ship
my home, and all the world to be seen]’

Suddenly he jumped up. He picked up his
book and started to run home. He was so pleased
with his idea that he felt he must get back as soon
as possible. He wanted to ask his father if he could
go to sea and become a sailor. .

He found his father in the garden. ‘Father,’
he said, ‘I have decided that I would like to be a
sailor. I am sure it is what I would like to do most
of all.”’

His father said, ‘Well, 1 am pleased by your
choice. You have decided on something very suit-
able'. You know that I am not a rich man, and
there are your brothers still to educate. 1 will try
to get you a place in a merchant service training
ship for officers?’.

‘Merchant service?’ said Jim. ‘What’s that?’

‘It is the name given to the ships and the men
who sail them that carry produce like food supplies

and machinery and, yes, Passengers too, to all the

1. You have. .. suitable; ffi 4 7 I ¥ 4 i& B 3% #% (decide on
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seaports in the world.’
Jim was very happy that his father agreed to

help him to become a sailor.



2 The Tralmng Shlp

Very soon after this, Jim was sent to the
training ship. Here he learned all the arts of sailing
a ship’. He was liked by most of the other boys
and the officers. He was a tall young man and very
strong, and he was often sent high up the mast as a
“look-out” because of his steadiness and streng-
th*. As “look-out”, his position was high up on
the mast where there is a small platform for a
sailor to stand and keep watch on the sea all
around. He is the first to see another ship or some
danger ahead,and it is his job to call out and warn
the captain. Jim often looked down from this high
post. The training ship was in port and tied up
safely, but instead of seeing the houses and smok-
ing chimneys of the town near the port, he imag-
ined the wide empty sea, perhaps a stormy sea

where he would be a hero, and in his mind he lived

1. the... a ship: i R, i {7 R 2. because of... and
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the sea life of the brave men in the books of adven-
ture that he used to read at home.

‘One day, I shall do some great deed of
courage, and everyone will see how brave I am!’
So he dreamed — he was always a hero in his
thoughts. He always thought of himself as better
than anyone else, with all the courage of the
heroes in the books that he read.

One stormy day, when Jim and most of the
other boys were below deck', there was a shout
from above.

‘Something’s happening! Everybody on deck
— hurry!” All the boys ran quickly up to the
deck. Jim followed them, and then, when he was
on deck, he stood still — unable to move — sud-
denly full of fear. It was nearly dark on a winter’s
day. The wind was strong and the rain was pour-
ing down. Jim looked round, trying to see what
was happening. It looked terrible. Many ships had
come into the port for shelter’, and the strong
wind was throwing them about in a most danger-

ous and frightening way.

l.deck: F iRk A8 TH 2. Many ships. .. for shelter.i¥ £ #
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The captain shouted ; ‘Put a boat out!t’

The boys moved quickly to obey, as they had
been trained to do, but Jim still could not move.
He went on gazing at the dreadful sea in terror?.
He saw that two boats had run into each other and
that one of them was sinking. There were men
struggling in the water. The water was too rough
for swimming and they were shouting for help.

“There, straight ahead of us.’ The captain
was pointing.

‘Lower the boat!”’

The boat moved away from the ship, with the
boys in it fighting to row the boat through the
rough water. ‘

Jim ran to the side of the ship and watched the
waves breaking over the little boat.

He heard the shouting. ‘Row boys, row hard
if you’re going to save anyone]’

Then Jim felt a hand on his shoulder. “‘Too
late, young man.’ It was the captain of the ship.

Jim looked at him and was ashamed.

The captain smiled. ‘Better luck next time.?

1. Put a boat out! .3 /M (put out B R B, fd™!
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This will teach you to think more quickly and to

act at once!’



3. Heroes

There was great excitement as the little boat
came back to the training ship with two men saved
from the sea. Everyone on the ship ch ereqﬂlg)u;ﬂ ,

st i
ii) oty. 4

boy with a face like a girl’s and big grey eyes was

the boys were heroes as they told t

eagerly giving his account;

- ‘I saw his head in the water and I threw out
my boathook', it caught in his trousers, and I near-
ly fell into the water myself, someone held my legs
and I pulled him in. The boat got half full of wa-
ter, I thought we would sink !’

Jim had lost his fear by now. He felt angry
with himself and with everything. He had wasted
his first chance to prove to everyone how brave he
really was.

¢ Well , ” he said to himself , ‘1 certainly

1.1...my boathook: M4 & (threw out B g“WH”)
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