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Passage 1

I was in the southern most district in India when the tsunami )
waves struck Madras on the morning of Decermnber 26.

I visited some of the affected areas. My uncle Boss who is involved in
social work took me to a spot that stuck me most.

Kotilpadu, five days after the killer waves hit, was deserted except for a
few residents coming from the relief camps to pick up some goods.

Most of the about 600 houses were severely damaged. A tractor was
pulling down the damaged houses so that they did not fall later and cause
more deaths.

Another tractor was pulling out the remains of the buildings—and
sometimes decomposed (fB#%f)) bodies—from a water channel running to
the sea.

The channel separates the densely populated village from the mainland.
On that day after Christmas, children were playing in the channel.

A good number of women were bathing, washing clothes and gossiping

(PRE) there. When the giant waves hit, the village people couldn’t cross
over to the mainland because of the channel in-between. This explains why
most people who died in the village are women and children.

And there was an open place where a couple of days ago about 500
bodies were dumped for identification. The entire town and surrounding
areas smelled of bodies.

1 asked a reporter to cover this out-of-the-way fishing village too. The
tsunami did not discriminate between fishing folk and urban people on the
beach for a holiday. But at least this time, the dead were cared for better than
the thousands of poor people who were killed by the floods around the turn
of the century. I hope service organizations don’t make the mistake of
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keeping fishing folk away from the sea for a long time. The best thing they
could do would be to give them fishing nets and boats and counse! them so
that they could go back to the sea with confidence.

Life has to move on. A livelihood (Z411) is the basic need for a life of
dignity (™) . I hope more people will help with the relief and
rehabilitation.

1. Which of the following words best describes the small village after the
tsunami?

A Deserted. B.Grief. C.Frightened D. Panic.
2. The underlined word “This” in the seventh paragraph probably refers to
A. women bathing and gossiping there

B. children playing with water in the channel

C. the channel preventing them from crossing over

D. giant waves hitting villages without waming earlier

3, From the passage, we leam the writer eventually triesto ___.

A. express his sympathy over the dead

B. describe the ruined village by tsunami

C. help to deliver fishing nets and boats

D. call on to aid villagers to move on wath their life

4, Which drawing shows the carrect locations of the village, the channel, the
sea and the mainland?

L
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Passage 2

Skiing is my favorite sport, even though I have cnly skied for 4 days in my
whole life! Last year my father promised that if my brother did well in his exams,
he would take us to have a special holiday. When Victar got straight “A”s, Dad
said, “How about a weekend visit to the Botanical Gardens?’ But my mother said,
“No, you promised it. I think you ought to keep your word.” And, despite the
expense, he did.

Victor’s dream was to see some real snow. So we flew to Seoul (I3 ,
and then took a bus to Muju Resort. As it climbed through the mountains, we
saw the snow on the trees, [ was dying to get out and play with it. At last we
reached the resort, and scrambled out of the bus quickly. No one in my
family had ever touched snow before. We were all like little children: we
picked it up, made snowhballs, and threw them at each other.

Then I noticed that the tour guide was watching us, with a smile on his
face. “? think we should go and check in” my Dad said. And so we did. Our
room overlooked one of the ski slopes. The slopes were floodlit, and we
watched people skiing until 10p.m. We couldn’t wait to try it ourselves,

The next day we had our first skiing lesson and we found we couldn’t
even walk. Our instructor took us onto a gentle slope, and showed us some
basic skills. If you want to go up hill, you have to stand sideways, and go up
step by step. If you want to stop, you must point the tips of your skis together.
But the tips mustn’t cross, or you’ll fall. To be honest, that first lesson wasn't
a great success, and I spent a lot of time sitting down.

However, the next day, I definitely improved. I only fell over a few
times, and I managed to do a few longer nums. Although it was very cold, I
spent most of that holiday skiing.

But it was all over too soon. I have decided to do a part-time job this
summer, and perhaps I can eam enough money for another super skiing
holiday.

1. What made Father hesitate when it came to him to decide the destination

-3.
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of their holiday?
A. The excellent exam-results of her brother.
B. Her mother’s mention of her father’s promise.
C. The great attraction of the Botanical Gardens.
D. The expensive costs of the special holiday.

2. We can learn from the passage that .
A. the slopes can be skied on even in the evening

B. the hotel we live in lies in the bottom of the mountains

C. the snow in Muju Resort is artificially made

D. the family behave like children in the resost
3. It can be concluded that the writer____

A. complains a lot about her instructor

B. improves slowly during the skiing

C. feels great about herself after her first lesson

D. falls over all the times throughout the skiing
4, The passage is mainly about __.

A. ahappy experience of a sporting holiday

B. a description of a beautiful resort in Seoul

C. some necessary skills needed for skiing

D. a heated discussion over the special holiday

Passage 3

Do you have Bright ideas? Ideas for inventions that change society or ,
at least, make life easier for somebody? Perhaps we all do sometimes, but we
don't often make the idea a reality. Recently, in Britain there was a
competition called British Designers for Tomorrow. The ocompetition
encouraged young people to camry out their bright ideas. There were two
groups in the contest: Group One was school children under 16. Group two
was for school children over 16. And there were 11 Prize-winners altogether.

Neil Hunt was one of the prize-winners. It’s important to be able to
record sunshine accurately( #ERf ) when people study the weather. We need

-4 -
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to know how many hours of sunshine we have and how strong it is. Most
sunshine recorders only record direct sunlight. Neil’s is more accurate and
this is very important for research into ways of using solar power. With his
prize of £100, Neil plans to carry on inventing.

You can do so much with animation (Zhili/7') . Look at Simon West's
idea for animated road signs. He uses pictures which appear to move as you
£0 nearer to or farther from them. This isn’t a new idea. But it is new to use
these pictures on road signs, “We found that people were more likely to see
moving signs.” Said Simon. So now, you can really see rocks falling, trains
moving, horses running or a car falling over the edge of a dliff. Quite a
warning!

The ideas in the competition are so inventive that we are surprised that
British industry doesn’t ask more school children for suggestions. Perhaps
this will be the start of “pupil power”.

1. The writer holds that people seldom ____.
A. have bright ideas
B. um their bright ideas into realities
C. make their life easier
D. think of inventing something
2. The organizers of the competition hoped the school children who took part
initwould___.
A. become good designers for future British
B. invent something for immediate use
C. design something useful for the next day
D. win as many prizes as they could
3. What's the use of Sirnon West’s animated road signs?
A. To wam people to be careful while working,
B. To warn people of the danger ahead.
C. To add to the beauty of a city.
D. To help make a car trip more exciting.

-5-
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4, The writer seems to be encouraging the British industryto ___.
A. take better care of school children
B. help school children in their studies
C. stop asking school children for suggestions
D. pay more attention to school children’s inventive power

Passage 4

John H. Johnson was born in a black family in Arkansas City in 1981.
His father died in an accident when John was six. He was reaching the high
school age, but his hometown offered no high school for blacks.

Fortunately he had a strong-willed caring mother. John remembered that
his mother told him many times, “Son, you can be anything you want really
to be if you just believe.” She told him not to depend on others, including his
mother. “You have to earn success,” she said. “All the people who work hard
don't succeed, but the only people who do succeed are those who work
hard.”

These words, came from a woman with less than a third grade education.
She also knew that believing and hard work don’ t mean everything. So she
worked hard as a cook for two years to save enough to take her son, who was
then 15, to Chicago.

Chicago in 1933 was not the promised land that black southerners were
looking for. John’s mother and stepfather could not find work. But here John
could gotoschool,andhaehelamedﬂ)epowerofwds—asanedita‘ of
the newspaper and yearbook at Du Sable High School. His wish was to
publish a magazine for blacks.

While others discouraged him, John’s mother offered him more words
tolive by: “Nothing beats a failure but a try.” She also let him pawn (J4=9)
her furniture to get the $ 500 he needed to start the Negro magazine.

i is natural that difficulties and failures followed John closely until he
became very successful. He always keeps his mother’s words in mind: “Son,
failure is not in your vocabulary?”” Now John H. Johnson is one of the 400

-6-
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richest people in America—worth  $ 150 million.

1. John's mother decided to move to Chicago because
A. his father died when John was very young
B. life was too hard for them to stay on in their hometown
C. John needed more education badly
D. there were no schools for Negroes in their hometown
2. John'smother .
A. didn’t believe in or depend on others
B. thought one could be whatever one wanted to be
C. believed one would succeed without working hard
D. thought no one could succeed without working hard
3. The sentence ‘Nothing beats a failure but a try” means _.
A. if you try, you would succeed
B. a failure is difficult to beat, even if you try
C. atry is always followed by a failure
D. no failure can be beaten unless you try
4, The story mainly tellsus ___.
A. how John H. Johnson becarne successfial
B. about the mental CI§##f¥]) support John's mother gave him
C. about the importance of a good education
D. about the key to success for blacks

Passage 5
Hong Kong comedian Sun Xing said he came to Shanghai to work for
“his wife”. In fact, he came here to make new TV serials (GESER) “people

working with me are likely (8 Jtohavea for 1 am able to
please them so much that they forget to eat.” Sun joked.

Sun has played the role of Master Shen in the TV serials *Fairly Wife”,
and many Shanghainese have since known and liked him. Instead of giving
his own name, he had Master Shen printed on name-card together with a

-7-
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cartoon of himself: a smiling face with dark glasses and very short hair.

Though he is a Hong Kong citizen, Sun is able to speak perfect
putonghua. Born and brought up in Beijing, he moved to Heng Kong at ten.
In 1986, he came out of 3,600 contestants (3¥4+#) in the competition for
“Mr. TV” held by Hong Kong’s Asian TV station. In recent years, Sun is
living and trying to develop in Taiwan.

According to Sun, his understanding of stages performance comes from
ten-year-long experience in work and life, though he has had no regular
training in acting. “Life is hard for me. I have worked as a porter, waiter,
postman, salesman.” Sun recalled. “At the age of 14, I was employed as an
office boy in my mother’s factory.” Once he was hurt by sulfuric acid (Fif%),
but he showed no sing of pain, because he did not want to worry his mother.
Having tasted various hardships, Sun leamed how to find happiness in life.

Sun is not good-looking, but he is able to make all kinds of funny
movements in front of the camera. That’s why all directors agree that he is
very special.

After the retun of Hong Kong to the motherland, Sun planned to
develop his stage work more in the mainland. Not long ago, He got in touch
with Qiong Yao, a well-known Taiwan writer, to make a TV program for the
mainland. Besides, he has joined hands with famous actors and actress in
Hong Kong, Taiwan and the mainland to wait for more TV plays.

1. Sun Xingis ____now.
A. an ordinary-looking player  B. husband of Fairly Wife
C. a successful director D. a well-known actor
2. The underlines, Sun’s joke, probably means that “to work withhim ___".
A. is a great pleasure for you
B. will never make you feel hungry
C. may bring stomachaches to you
D. can cause you to forget everything
3.1t can be learnt from the passagethat .

-8-
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A. Sun had an experience of hardship
B. most people in mainland are tired of Sun
C. Sun is a born clever man '
D. it’s too easy for Sun to find cooperators
4. Sun often goes back and forth among mainland, Hong Kong, and Taiwan
to___.
A. get in touch with more important persons
B. do more business for more money
C. make more TV plays
D. write more and better TV plays

Passage 6

I always felt sorry for the people in wheelchair. Some people, old and
weak, cannot get around by themselves. Others seem perfectly healthy,
dressed in business suits. But whenever I saw someone in a wheelchair, 1
only saw a disability, not a person.

Then I fainted at Euro Disney due to low blood pressure. This was the
" first time I had ever fainted, and my parents said that i must rest for a while
after First Aid. I agreed to take it easy but, as I stepped toward the door, I saw
my dad pushing a wheelchair in my direction! Feeling the color burn my
cheeks, I asked him to wheel that thing right back to where he found it.

I could not believe this was happening to me. Wheelchairs were fine for
other people but not for me, as my father wheeled me out into the main street,
people immediately began to treat me differently.

Little kids ran in front of me, forcing my father to stop the wheel chair
suddenly. Bitterness set in as I was thrown back and forth. “Stupid kids—
they have perfectly good legs. Why can't they watch where they are going?”’
I thought. People stared down at me, pity in their eyes. Then they would look
away, maybe because they thought the sooner they forgot me the better.

“T'm just like you!” I wanted to scream. “The only difference is you've
got legs, and I have wheels.”
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People in wheelchairs are not stpid. They see every look and hear each
word. Looking out at the faces, I finally understood: I was once just like them.
I reated people in wheelchairs exactly the way they did not want to be treated.
I realized it is some of us with two healthy legs who are truly disabled.

1. The author once _____ when she was healthy.

A. laughed at disabled people

B. looked down upon disabled people

C. imagined herself sitting in a wheelchair

D. saw some healthy people moving around in wheelchairs
2. Facing the wheelchair for the first time, the author ___.

A. felt curious about it

B. got ready to move around in it right away

C. refused to accept it right away

D. thought it was ready for his father
3. The experience of the author telisus that*__".

A, life is the best teacher

B. people often eat their bitter fruit

C. life is so changeable that nobody can foretell

D. one should not do to others what he would not like others do to him
4. Which is the best title for this passage?

A. How to Get Used to Wheelchairs

B. The Wheels Are as Good as Two Legs

C. People with Two Legs Are Truly Healthy

D. The Difference between Healthy People and the Disabled

Passage 7

Feeling hopeless and sick at heart, Tom turned away. For a quick
moment his eyes met those of the cook, and he saw there a light of such
hatred and fear that no words could describe.

The cook moved quietly closer. He whispered to Tom in a rough voice,

-10-
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“Don’t be too clever. Mark my words.” And he went away.

Tom’s thoughts did not stay focused on the cook and his words. His
friend was in trouble. How could he help him? He decided to slip away as
soon as possible in search of information that would clear Jay of all doubts
and bring the true criminal to justice.

He had noticed a piece of old sailcloth (A7) lying on the ship floor.
With this and a length of string (48 he made a package which looked very
much like the one the police had seized. His plan was to step to the shore and
hand it over just as the cook had ordered Jay to, hoping in this way to learn
the truth about the criminal’s activities. He could then persuade the police of
his friend’s innocence.

By now it was dark. Taking the blankets out of Jay’s empty bed, Tom piled
them up in his own bed in the shape of a sleeping figure. How real it looked! With
the blanket pulled up high around the figure’s head he could almost believe he
saw it breathing. Pleased with this, Tom moved quietly to the doar.

He was abaoat to open it when he felt the handle tuming the other way.
Someone was outside and about to come in. Had his plan failed? Slipping
quickly back behind the door as it opened, Tom waited.

It was the cook who was leaning forward now over the figure in the bed.
His arm swung up and a long knife plunged down.

1. The main cause of Tom’s worry was thathe .
A failed to save his friend out of trouble
B. knew the truth about the criminal
C. knew his friend was in trouble
D. felt such hatred and fear of the cook
2. Paragraph Five of the passage mainly describes .
A. Tom’s hope to catch an intruder (FAE)
B. the unknown sleeping figure in Jay’s bed
C. the danger Tom faced in Jay’s empty bed
D. what Tom did to carry out his plan

S11-
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3. Tom's planwasto ____.
A. help his friend slip away
B. pretend to know the plan of the criminal
C. find out Jay was not the criminal
D. pretend to bring the true criminal to justice
4. If asked, Tom would probably say, ‘T risked danger because .
A. I wanted to help the police
B. I knew my friend was innocent
C. I knew the cook was a murderer
D. I wasn’t to dismiss the criminal’s plan

Passage 8

A qualified doctor who rarely practised but instead devoted his life to
writing. He once said, “Medicine is my lawful wife, and literature is my
lover.” Russian writer Anton Paviovich Chekhov (i) |, was a great
playwright (BIHEZ) and one of the masters of the modemn short story.

When Chekhov entered the Moscow University Medical School in
1879, he started to publish hundreds of comic short stories to support his
family. Afier he graduated, he wrote regularly for a local daily newspaper.

As a writer he was extremely fast, often producing a short story in an
hour or less. Chekhov's medical and science experience can be seen through
the indifference (¥4%) many of his characters show to tragic events. In 1892,
he became a full-time writer and published some of his most memorable
stories.

Chekhov often wrote about the sufferings of life in small town Russia.
Tragic events controlled his characters who were filled with feelings of
hopelessness and despair.

It is often said that nothing happens in Chekhov’s stories and plays. He
made up for this with his exciting technique for developing drama within his
characters. Chekhov's works combined the calm attitude of a scientist and
doctor with the sensitivity (SU%) of an artist.
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