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Abstract

The political democratization is one of the most important trend in the
world in the late 20 years of the 20* century. With the third wave of democra-
tization, Africa has experienced an unprecedented political transition since the
end of 1980s. From 1990 to 1994, there are 42 African countries held multi—
party elections and transformed from one— party authoritarian system to mul-
tiparty system. In the over 10 years, democratization has brought great influ-
ence on Africa’s politics, economy and social activities. Until now, there is no
unanimous view on it.

In order to give a thorough investigation about the democratization in Af-
rica, this book has introduced a combined way of study both in theoretically
and in empirically. Within a broad angle, it has not only traced the whole
democratic process since 1960s when African countries got independency, an-
alyzing the background and results of every transformation either from single
party to multi— party or from multi — party to single party, and also dis-
cussed the various factors which hinder the democratization in Africa.

Economically, democratization in Africa is born short of the soil of com-
modity economy; Politically, traditional ethnicity combined closely with mod-
ern political instrument such as party and state, and finally formed so—called
ethnic parties, ethnic state, and state collapse; Militarily, the widespread
praetorian society is basically against the social progress and had bad influ-
ence on democratization in Africa; Culturally, the lack of democratic political

culture and the deep influence of African traditional culture have decided that
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establishing a modern political culture is due to be an arduous and durable
task; Internationally, deep international dependency of most African coun-
tries together with the politicalization of developing aids given by the western
donors and the IMF as well as the World Bank have made Africa’ s democra-
tization carved with strong brand of “outsider — push” . The future African
democratic development will move forward continuously under the interaction
of the “outsider power” of the western donors and the “insider power” of do-
mestic political organizations.

The complex nature and the particularity of African democratic development
do not necessarily mean that Africa is not suitable for democracy. Although that
the classical political proceeding theory take the rational political developing order
successively as state unification, government authority and political equality, and
most African countries have actually jumped to the stage of political equality sim-
ply skip the previous two stages. And that is exactly why democratic process in
Africa so arduously. There is no way back for Africa. The reality of globalization
and interdependence of world politics and economics have forced Africa to deal with
political integration and political democratization together at same time.

Through the case study of South Africa, Nigeria, Kenya and Uganda,
We see that the form and the way of pursuing democracy are different with
different country. The form of democracy is wholly depended on the country’
s own history and situation. There is the common desire for democracy, but
there is not the common way for realizing it. The democracy that people has
been empowered must be built by people themselves. The way of “transplan-
ting” democracy forcedly by the “outsider” is due to short—lived and hardly
realized. Africa’ s particular culture, religion and social— historical condition
have decided the particularity of their democracy. Furthermore, since the va-
riety of African countries’ national situation, there is no common democratic

mode even among African countries themselves.
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