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Introduction

The more you study ethnic culture, the moreyou will get to know the
world.

Along with the historical wheel sending man into the new century-
21* century, a globalized structure of social and economic development
also takes shape. Besides, thanks to the rapid development of modem
science and technology, friendly exchanges among nations of the world
and mutual communication of all circles in all fields now become increas-
ingly frequent.In China’ s further reform and opening to the outside
world, its entery into WTO and implementation of the Western Develop-
ment strategy together constitute onerous and urgent task to train a great
number of qualified and excellent talents skillful at using foreign lan-
guages to meet the need of social and economic development in the border
areas inhabited by ethnic people, which is helpful to our modemization
drive, prosperity and stabilization of the ethnic areas.On such a premise,
the author, in the light of his ten years’ foreign language teaching and
studies at Yunnan University of the Nationalities, was strongly motivated
to write this book in an attempt to introduce to the reading public and oth-
er people in the same field the diversity of ethnic cultures of Yunnan and
features and laws of foreign language teaching in the context of pluralistic
cultures. The author hopes the readers would also concemn about and sup-
port the course of foreign language teaching, further explore and study
second language teaching theories and approaches, sum up a set of scien-
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tific and systematic theory and methodology, find an effective approach to
the study and application of English suitable for college students from the
ethnic groups, greatly improve the teaching level and quality, and sub-
stantively contribute to the economic and cultural development in these
ethnic areas. In the process of writing this book over the past two years,
the author aspired after no “new and unconventional theory” but merely
wished to present the readers his experience from many years’ practice of
English language teaching and a “personal view” based on his studies of
the related theories and methodology, in the hope of furthering studies
and discussion in this field.

The civilization of the world is the crystallization of the world ethnic
cultures, jointly created by all the nations around the world. A borderland
province of China, Yunnan boasts most kinds of minority ethnic groups
that keep their own distinctive ethic cultures in the long run of history,
whose languages contain rich cultural connotations sedimented in histo-
1y. It is the author’ s belief that that the study of the diversity of ethnic
cultures and English language teaching theory and methodology in the
context of pluralistic cultures will be of help to enriching and developing
the theory and methodology of second language acquisition, and of practi-
cal and strategic significances for improving English language teaching and
for the exploration of modes for training foreign language talents from the
ethnic groups and the students’ effective service for the modernization
drive in the ethnic areas of the borderland.Since 1950’ s , studies and
development of linguistics and language teaching have entered a leap peri-
od in foreign countries. Thus, the study of languages no longer simlply
refers to the study of pronunciation, syntax, semantic writing, but
blends the basic theories of anthropology, sociology, psychology, com-
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puter science, etc., features disciplinary approaches to the theoretical
study of modem linguistics, and infuses strong vitality and power for
broad expectation. As long as we are ready to devote ourselves and study
intensively and diligently, we will definitely make some achievements.
Therefore, the author ventures to take up his pen and challenge the
relevant theories from the perspectives of historicity and of language devel-
opment in combination with the diversity of Yunnan ethnic cultures, to
expatiate on issues related to English study for ethnic college students in
the context of pluralistic cultures, and to further expand the range of mu-
tual communication. At the same time, as errors and oversights are in-
evitable in this book due to the limitation of the author’s academic level,
the author also welcomes readers’ comments and suggestions of correc-

tion.

The Author
Nanqing Garden, Kunming
Mid-summer, 2002
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