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Explanatory Notes

Chinese 300 was compiled in 1980 as a crash course
of Chinese for foreign students. It was reprinted the fol-
lowing year after some necessary revision. The thirty
topical chapters with ten basic sentences in each were pre—
pared according to the actual needs of the foreign visitors’
daily life in China. There were substitution drills, dia-
Iogues, lists of new words and supplementary expressions
in addition to the fundamental sentence patterns. The book
with English and French translations was then adopted
as a Chinesc tcxtbook for short-term trainees or as con-—
versational course materials by some universities and
colleges both at home and abroad. However we learned in
the past two years that there were such problems in that
book that a second revision of it would be absolutely neces—
sary to achieve the most satisfying effect in teaching.

Our fellow teachers have generously offered their cri-
ticisms and advice which, together with the experience
gained in our teaching, made the revision possible. To
meet the communicative needs of foreigners living in
China, we have rewritten the book by altering some of
the thirty subjects first, and then reorganizing the basic
sentence patterns in the manner that the essential strue-
tures, grammar and their function may be happily con-
bined. It is hoped that students thus can learn more use-
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ful sentences and make progress through the texts arranged
from very simple to fairly complicated. Now in the pre—
sent book the supplementary expressions are no longer
given, but the elementary grammar points and exercises
are added to each lesson. A comparison is made between
Chinese and English grammars so as to help students under-
stand the prominent features of Chinese; and there is a
short summary of grammar included in every ten lessons
for students to take a glance at. New Chinese 300 (s0
rehamed, because of the great changes in its contents)
contains three hundred basic sentences grouped in
thirty chapters, printed seperately in English and French.
The present book has been rendered into English by
Comrade Xiong Wenhua.

We are pleased to record here Comrade Zhao Shu-
hua’s enthusiastical support and assistance in reading the
manuscript and her large share of contribution to revising
the book; and Comrade Liz Shan’s offer to do the proof
reading. .

Our sincere thanks are due to Comrades Zhao Shuhua,
Xiong Wenhua, Liu Shan and others who kindly gave their
aid as well as futtherance,

Errors and failures resulted from our limited ex-
perience may not be completely excluded in the present
book. Any coments or criticisms from the users and
fellow teachers are earnestly welcome.

Compilers
May 1983
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