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Preface

ocated in the eastern part of Tarim Basin, Sinkiang-Uigur Autonomous Region, Lop Nor once in his-
tory was the second largest saltwater lake in China, occupying 20,000 square kilometers. Nowadays, 780 meters
in altitude, the dry land of Lop Nor covers 450 square kilometers. Lop Nor received many rivers floating from
Tarim Basin——Shule River in the east;Tarim River, Peacock River and Cherchen River in the west. It used to
be a vigorous oasis.
Early in the 2nd century B.C, Lou-lan and Gushi people lived and thrived in Lop Nor. Since Han dynasty
when Zhang Qian built a link between the Central Plains and the Western Region, Lop Nor had been serving
as an important station on the Silk Road connecting Europe and Asia, as well as a junction for the exchange
of eastern and western cultures. However, in the recent 1000 years, with natural and artificial influences, Lop
Nor went dry. With the desert expanding, the oasis disappearing, and cities destroyed, people were obliged to
move out of Lop Nor, and left an isolated desert behind them. ”"Many hungry ghosts are living here and hot
winds are blowing here. People who are attacked by them are sure to die.” "Sometimes Shrieking and crying
can be heard. When you are listening, you will suddenly forget where you are. Because this is a dwelling for
ghosts, many people lose their lives in Lop Nor.” All these shocking historical records shroud Lop Nor with a
mysterious and frightful veil.
In the 19th century, as the ruins of Lou-lan were discovered in the desert, Lop Nor became a center of
world’s attention. Explorers from Russia, Sweden, U.S., Japan, Britain and France thronged to Lop Nor, hoping
to uncover the mystery. They unearthed numerous historical relics in Lop Nor and the Silk Road area. In the
following 100 years, Lop Nor remains attractive to scholars home and abroad. The following questions have in-
vited endless debate in academic circles until today:why Lou-lan suddenly disappeared? Why no historical
records were left? Whether Lop Nor was a shifting lake or not? What caused it to shift its location?

No one intends to interpret history metaphysically, and yet Lop Nor has become a sphinx. In 1980, Chinese
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the head of the exploration team, was missing when he went to fetch water. The whereabouts of him remains
unknown up to now, thus a new riddle arises in people’s mind. In 1996, Mr. Yu Chunshun, who had devoted
8 years to adventurous exploits and had walked 84,000 kilometers all by himself, also died in Lop Nor.

Is Lop Nor a mysterious Bermuda on land? or a terrifying sea of death?

In August 1997, hundreds of explorers set off from Yumenguan, Dunhuang. They entered Lop Nor, and stayed
in the desert for 8 days, fighting against severe hardships. As one of their achievements, a large number of
precious pictures were taken by them.

And this art album is a collection of these precious pictures, 200 best ones selected from over 10,000 photos,
including the terrain and land—form, trees and other plants, wild animals, and ruins of ancient cities in Lop
Nor. It is the crystallization of a grand project hardly accomplished by a few photographers or scientists. The
album presents an exhaustive description of the landscape, the artificial scenery, and historical relics in Lop
Nor. It also gives an overall and authentic reflection to Lop Nor, especially the changes taking place in the
recent decade. The album provides first—hand documents reliable for the study on geology. animal ecology, bi-
ology and archeology. In the meantime, it removes the terrifying veil over Lop Nor. Although it is a forbidden
zone for human beings, it is not a dwelling for ghosts.

The end of the century is an era for contemplation. Looking at the authentic pictures and reading the expla-
nations therein, our beloved readers shall certainly agree with the following conclusion —— Lop Nor is not an
ordinary desert, a mere historical site or natural scenery. The history of Lop Nor, from a prosperous oasis to
an isolated desert, tolls the alarm for everyone:how human beings succeeded and were defeated. Environment
is significant to all lives including human beings. With enduring charms, Lop Nor serves as an old textbook.
How many cities emerged in this area? What treasure was buried in the desert? These are unsolved problems

for archeologists. Maybe the answer lies in Lop Nor itself.
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